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Financing can be easier

Buyers can tailor new homes to needs
by BARBARA BROWER 
of The Outlook staff

A new home is not much 
more expensive than a "us­
ed" home and could cost the 
buyer less money and tune 
in the long run because of 
repairs often needed on 
homes that have been lived 
in. local builders say.

In addition, new homes are 
worth more when it comes 
time to sell the home

“ First of all the buyer is 
involved in the features of 
the home when it is built for 
them They can choose their 
own landscap ing  and 
amenities without having to 
renovate .”  says Sharon 
Kinder of the Home Builders 
A ssociation  of M e tro  
Portland

“ And th e re 's  ju s t 
something special about be-
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mg the first owner of a 
home." she adds

"You get exactly what you 
want exactly the way you 
w ant i t . ”  says Sandy 
Em nck, president of Con­
cept construction Inc. in 
East Multnomah County

" I think it's easier to 
finance new housing There 
are even more alternatives 
We can start at the beginn­
ing and go a lot of different 
ways There are no contracts 
or outstanding mortgages 
and bens to deal with," she 
says.

The old cbche. "They don't 
make 'em like they used to,”  
is now followed by a. "Thank 
goodness," Emnck says.

"New homes are better 
built They are more energy 
efficient and codes are more 
strict," she says.

fOIC

E le c tr ic a l ,  p lu m b in g , 
heating and insulation are 
all more stnct, agrees Ken 
Osbon of Stardust Homes, a 
veteran builder of more than 
40 years

" I'm  building new homes 
with 80 to 90 percent efficien­
cy on gas heat. Ten years 
ago insulation codes re­
quired 14 inches of insula­
tion in the walls and 4 inches 
in the ceiling. Today codes 
require 3 4  inches in the 
walls, 10 inches in the ceiling 
and insulation in the floors," 
he says.

The market values of both 
new and older homes are 
tied together, he says The 
value of an older house goes 
up because the cost to 
replace it goes up " It ’s not 
that it's worth more, it costs 
more to replace it,” Osbon 
says.

In addition, new homes are
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•  you are the owner of vacant land that is 
zoned for residential building

• yon are thinking of building a home on 

that land
• you want the state of the art in 

energy efficient construction.

THEN:
should definitely call A D A IR  

H O M ES.

ECAUSE:
• AD AIR H O M ES is the Northwest's 

premier value home builder and
• is a true specialist at building on your 

land and
• has the expertise ami knowledge to build 

a “Good Rents'' home.

generally being built in nicer 
areas and neighborhoods, 
says Charlotte Montgomery 
of Montgomery Contracting 
Inc. in Gresham

New homes are not that 
much more expensive than 
o th er hom es, except
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dis tressed  sales
i foreclosures i. sne says

"Distressed houses are 
bke a repossessed car They 
come in pretty rough shape. 
Many times they have been 
vacant over a winter and 
may have broken windows

Ask about

and exterior damage and 
broken pipes And because 
the owners foreclosed upon 
know it's coming, they don't 
spend time or money keep­
ing the house up," says Mon­
tgomery, who has been in the 
building industry for about 
20 years.
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