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distributed to homes.

One danger of leaving too much
downed timber is possible damage
from a wildfire. A fire would remove
the ground cover and increase tur-
bidity, or murkiness, in the water

The preferred option in the en-
vironmental impact statement would
leave the blown down timber in sen-
sitive areas, Kennedy said. Forest
Service personnel believe the 2,400
acres can be logged without adverse-
ly affecting water quality, Kennedy
said

The Forest Service is not planning
any other logging activity in the Bull
Run's 68,000-acre drainage area
LLogging is occurring in the
27, 000-acre buffer zone

In addition, about 500 acres of
hlown down timber is being logged in
fHe drainage area. Some trees still
are standing in that area, but most
are dying

The Forest Service's preferred
proposal calls for clearcutting 1,968
acres and selective cutting on 424
acres of the 2.392-acre site. The
blowdown covers 5,770 acres, or 8.8
percent of the watershed

The Forest Service has more str-
ingent controls on logging practioes
inside the Bull Run Watershed than A danger of leaving Bull Run Watershed's blown down timber in place is wildfire, which would destroy the ground
on other Forest Service land, Ken cover.
nedy said

The Forest Service has logged shaping the edge of a unit, that may delegations met in a series of 11 or 12 alternatives are planned in July
within the watershed since the 1950s, help reduce blowdown in the future meetings in 1985 and agreed to allow People may check out a copy of the
and reportedly allowed limited logg-  she said logging on 500 acres, Kennedy said Bull Run Blowdown Draft En
ing in the watershed before that Environmentalists, represen The group also agreed to the method  vironmental Impact Statement at the

Some of the blowdown occurred tatives of the timber industry, the the Forest Forest is following in seek office of the Columbia Gorge Ranger
next to logged areas, Kennedy said Portland Water Bureau, the Portland ing public testimony District, 31520 S E. Woodard Road
There are logging practices, such as  City Council and congressional Public hearings on the proposed I'routdale

Some logging in Bull Run OK

Fire in watershed blowdowen
has the potential for disaster

Bruce Niss, watershed resource then reforestation. Burning s
advisor for the Portland Water nature's way of managing the forest
Bureau, said some portion of the Niss said the entire Bull Run Water
timber blown down by a storm in 1983  shed has been entirely burned off in
should be logged to help maintain  the past 600 years
water quality in the Bull Run Water When an area is reforested, stands
shed of more desirable trees such as

Niss, who described his job as a Douglas fir get a chance to take hold
forest manager, said logging can A blowdown area, left unmanage, 1s

lb\-ta..,x

play a part in good forest manage- usually overtaken by hemlock and
ment brush
Niss said the priority of the An experiment conducted at Fox

dortland Water Bureau and the Creek in the Bull Run Watershed also
orest-Service is to maintain good has Niss concerned about leaving
water quality. The Bull Run Watersh-  blowdowns untended

ed provides drinking water for about In the experiment, a logged area
650,000 users in the Portland was burned on one side, but the slash
metropolitan area was left on the other half. They

Niss said a blowdown is a “*fire con measured the water quality over the

troller’'s nightmare” because it can  years and in the unburned area, the
burn easily and can be hard to fight content of nitrogen in the water went
because of the large logs left on the up and up and up
ground Nitrogen makes it easier for algac
If there was a fire in the Bull Run  to grow in water. Though chlorina
Watershed, it could adversely affect  tion would kill the algae, there could
water quality by burning off vegeta be ‘‘taste and odor problems
tion, leading to erosion and increased Niss said the amount of logging
turbidity recommended by the Forest Service
The Environmental Protection in its Bull Run Blowdown Draft Er
Agency claims turbidity reduces the  vironmental Impact Statement
effectiveness of chlorination. Water cutting 2,400 acres of the 6 000-acre
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precedent would be sel for a tiffs in the case

scenic waterways in Oregon if the Casterline said the county may
Portland plan is allowed 1 share some of the costs of the case
operate. The Portland project Shesaiditisa nominal amount
would remove water from the Bull Casterline is strongly opposed to
Run River before it could reach the the project, and says the board's
scenic waterway jecision can be seen as a warning
Diack and his uncle, Arch Diack to the Portland Water Bureau

and several private environmenta [his at least gives them some
and business groups are fighting warning that the county is not hap-
the court battle with their owr pv with (the project) and is going
money. By passing the resolutior to make sure it doesn't happen,”
lht- county board joins the plair he said
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Here to serve all your fertilizer & chemical needs
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Roundup - 2': gal $64.50 per ga!
Lushlawn - 50 Ib '95.00

Come See
Chris Lindsay or Leslie Waber

33838 S.E. Kelso Rd Boring
668-8008

is chlorinated to kill bacteria blowdown would not exceed
After an area is logged there is historic levels of logging and thu
usually some controlled burning, and should not affect water quality Bruce Niss relaxes in front of a fountain in the Bull Run Watershed. Water

quality is the top priority in management of the watershed
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