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Tips for mountain driving
When d r iv in g  in  m ounta ins, i t  is 

im p o rta n t to  rem em ber th a t your ca r 
loses e ffic ie n c y  in h igh a ltitu de s  Ac­
c e le ra tio n  is s low er and it  takes 
longer to pass another veh ic le .

A m erican  A u tom obile  Association 
suggests tha t you do not rid e  you r 
brakes on long downgrades Use the 
com pression of your m o to r e ith e r
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second o r low gear — to he lp slow the 
c a r When c lim b in g  long h ills , a 
lo w e r  g e a r w i l l  h e lp  fo r e s ta l l  
o v e rh e a t in g

Keep a fu ll ra d ia to r Expansion 
and low er bo iling  tem pe ra tu res  at 
h igh  a ltitudes  m ay cause loss of 
coo lant
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Vacations easier if ear in top shape
by BARBARA BROWEK 
Stall writer

The fa m ily  road t r ip  is an a ll- 
A m erican  tra d it io n  tha t has seen a 
resurgence in p o p u la r ity  w ith  the 
decrease in gas prices the past few 
years

And the veh ic le , w hethe r ca r, 
tru c k  or K V , is the one essentia l in ­
g red ien t in a m o to ring  vaca tion  
Being sure th a t i t  is in  top shape for 
the adven tu re w ill p rom ote  fun  and 
peace of m ind  tw o m ore essentia l 
ing red ien ts  fo r a vaca tion

I f  the m o to r is due fo r a tune-up. 
do it  before you go A clean, well- 
tuned engine gives m ore m iles  per 
ga llon  and is less lik e ly  to have p ro ­
blem s

A com ple te ca r check w ill cost 
t i l l  to $40 at m ast shops and w ill 
take about an hour, says Ken 
E a rley , pa rt ow ner of a re p a ir  shop 
in G resham .

The m ost im p o rta n t th ings tha t 
need to be checked are the ra d ia to r 
and heater hoses and fan  and fan 
b e lt , "  E arley  says Hoses and belts 
are m ost lik e ly  to break «luring hot 
w eather, and if  they break, your

Extra earc needed for desert driving
Desert d r iv in g  is no longer as 

hazardous and u n co m fo rta b le  as 
once was the case But a few p re cau­
tions are advisable , accord ing to the 
A m erican  A u tom obile  Association

Check your t ire s  in the m orn ing  
when they are cool, and use no rm a l 
pressures, o r tw o to three pounds per 
square inch m ore as long as the m ax 
im u m  t ire  pressure m olded on the 
s idew a ll of the t ire  is not exceeded 
A lthough pressure w ill bu ild  up d in­

vaca tion  could be de layed
I f  you don’t  check the basic, 

e lem en ta ry  th ings, yo u 're  in v it in g  
d a n g e r,"  agrees B il l E red e rick . 
who holds a m echan ica l eng ineer­
ing degree fro m  P o rtla nd  State 
U n iv e rs ity

The best th ing  to do is to take 
your c a r to you r m echan ic and te ll 
h im  tha t you 're  going on an ex tend ­
ed road t r ip , "  E arley  says H e 'll 
check the lu b rica tio n , o il and f ilte rs  
and have a ll the com ponents check­
ed fo r you, in c lud in g  the un ive rsa l 
jo in t and d iffe re n tia l and tra n s m is ­
sion Any good m echan ic w ill do a ll 
th a t "

T ires , w ipers , ligh ts , be lts and 
hoses, brakes, suspension and the 
engine tun ing  should be high on the 
lis t of th ings to check when the road 
t r ip  is being planned

The tire s  should have p len ty of 
tread  and be in good condition 
They should be ba lanced and in ­
flate«! p ro p e rly , and the ca r should 
have a spare.

M ore than lik e ly  the fa m ily  ca r 
w ill be c a rry in g  m ore w e ight than 
usual, and the tires  w ill m ssl to t>e

ing the day . the r isk  of t ire  fa ilu re  is 
g re a te r when tire s  a re  unde rin fla ted  
Do not bleed a ir  pressure out of a hot 
t ire

Check the engine o il in the m o rn ­
ing, too, when the engine is cool It 
should be at the f u l l "  m a rk , o r close 
to it D on 't o v e r f i ll the engine w ith  
o il, even though o il is im p o rta n t as a 
«■«Milant as w e ll as a lu b ric a n t fo r y our 
engine If  y ou check y our o il when the 
engine is hot. w a it a few m inu tes

in fla te d  w ith  a few pounds m ore 
a ir

“ A t i r e  s p e c ia lis t  o r  y o u r 
m echan ic can check those th ings 
fo r y o u ,"  E red e rick  says

Inspect the po in ts and plugs; the 
fue l em issions system  and a ir  
f ilte rs ;  ig n itio n  w ires ; a ll belts and 
hoses; b rake, transm iss ion , b a t­
te ry ,  ra d ia to r  and w in d s h ie ld  
washer flu ids  and w ipers Be sure 
a ll the ligh ts  are w ork ing

I f  you don 't get those basics 
checked, and you blow a ra d ia to r 
hose o r fan b e lt, you 're  a t the m e r­
cy of whoever We ve a ll heard the 
stories about being charged tr ip le  
and having to pay it  because you 
don 't have any choice I 'm  not say­
ing tha t a m echanic would do tha t, 
or tha t the c a r w ill break down if 
you don’t check the e lem entary  
th ings But why take a chance ’’

F red e rick  adds tha t people often 
do not take the advice of th e ir  
m echan ic They te ll the mechanic 
w h at's  w rong w ith  the ca r. but then 
don 't lis ten to his advice and go on 
a n y w a y ,"  he says

I f  you suspect som eth ing is not

a fte r the engine has been tu rned  o ff 
in o rder to get an accu ra te  read ing on 
the d ips tick

N ever open the ra d ia to r cap on a 
hot engine T h is  could lead to serious 
burns fro m  hot liq u id  and steam  If  
the engine overheats, open the hood 
and le t the engine cool o ff na tu ra lly  
Do not a ttem p t to hasten the cooling 
process by pouring  w a te r on the 
engine The best tune  to check 
coo lant leve l in  the ra d ia to r is, again.

r ig h t, d o n 't keep going get it 
che<'k«*d he says 

In  add ition , it 's  a good idea to 
take along e x tra  be lts and a ro l l of 
e le c tr ic a l tap«-. Earley says

The belts never w ear out in the 
tru n k  and it 's  jus t a good idea to 
have them  w ith  you If  a hose sp lits , 
you can jus t tape it u n til you get to 
the next tow n or to a re p a ir shop, 
he says

Take an inven to ry of the g love 
box and tru n k  t a r r y  a f ire  e x ­
ting u ishe r, an assortm ent of basic 
tools, lug w rench, jack  fla res, a 
fla sh lig h t and a f irs t-a id  k it

A lso, it 's  a good idea to pack 
ju m p e r cables, e x tra  change fo r 
em ergency phone ca lls , ex tra  keys 
and rep lacem en t pa rts

la s t ly ,  c a rry  p roof of va lid  in ­
surance and d r iv e r 's  license And 
take tun e  to a rrange  fo r care  of 
pets, p lan ts, m a il,  garbage an il 
newspaper

A fte r a ll the prepa ra tions, the on­
ly th ing  le ft to do is w a it fo r on«' of 
the c h ild re n  to u tte r  the a ll-  
A m erican  road t r ip  question. A rc 
we there  y e t ' '"

f irs t  th ing  in the m orn ing  I f  you 
plan desert d r iv in g , be sure the 
ra d ia to r and heater hoses and fan 
d riv e  be lts are in exce llen t condition 
because they w ill be tested to then 
lim its  I f  be lts  a n d /o r hoses are fou r 
years old o r m ore , rep lace them  
before ven tu rin g  in to  the desert

W h ile  d r i v in g  m a in t a in  a 
reasonable speed and don t ove rw ork  
your engine.
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GR/8 14 30 11 35 89

sor 1 ■ 33 78 42 65
Pl 75 80« 13 35 15 P705 75« 15 43 66
PI85 80R 13 37 19 P715 75« 15 45 31
> 80« 13 37 93 P775 75« 15 48 81
p ;«5 75« 14 40 09 P?J5 75» 15 50 15
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