‘Ansgel’ brings Twain to life

by HARBARA BROWER
Staff writer

Mark Twain had a dark side, says
larry Leedy of Hl'rl{',L
that
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Huckleberr
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for such as
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of M f Twain's more Sserious
writing as well when he stars as
Samuel .. Clemens in a Sandy Com-
munity Players production of “On
the Verge of Becoming an Angel

The play., a comedy/drama that
Leedy wrote, will be featured Satur
jav and Sunday at Heritage Square
I'heater in Sandy

T'he title of the play comes from a
omment he had about old age,”” says
leedy, 25

After an examination, his doctor
told him that he was on the verge of
becoming an old man. Twain replied
that he didn’t believe that
he had been on the verge of becoming
an angel all s life and 1t hadn’t hap-
pened yet,” explains Leedy,
says Twain 1s of his favorite
writers

As the play opens, Mark Twain sits
in his Hartford, Conn., library, where
he is near death. As he begins speak-
ing to the audience about his life and
writings, the characters come to life
on stage behind him. Later in the
play he talks about what he feels and
thinks

hecause

who
mne

‘He spent his last few years
writing about the ‘damned human
race.’ His writings reflected

pessimism and bitterness, but not
many people know that was after his
wife and two daughters had died. His
only son had died, too,”" Leedy says

During the first act, Twain's flip-
pancy and humorous side will be
presented. The second act will ex-
amine beliefs that were important to
him later in life, says Leedy, who
studied the writer under Hal
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Ryan Atkins, left, plays Huckleberry Finn and Brian Miller, right,
plays Slave Jim in Larry Leedy’s play, “On the Verge of Becoming
an Angel,” a play that acquaints the audience with many of Mark

Twain's 36 books.

Holbrook in a lLos Angeles, Calif
workshop. Holbrook, the actor w ho
does the one-man nightclub  act

discussed

Mark Twain Tonight
with Leedy the writer's more serious
writing. And Leedy learned makeup
techniques from Holbrook's makeup
artist. His makeuo takes four to six
hours to apply

Holbrook most often performs the
humorous wrilings because iLis W natl
people most often want to hear, says
Leedy, who studied not only Twain's
writings, but also his wife's diary and
his surviving daughter’s

ilullltlll'l.'l.l])h_\ to be able to write the

senior citizen and recreation pro-
grams. Reber said it is possible some
people would lose their jobs

One program offered by the senior
center is a Meals on Wheels lunch
served to 25 homebound people a day
Volunteers deliver the meals and are
not reimbursed for gasoline

The center also provides 300 to 500
rides a month, taking senior citizens
to doctor's appointments, shopping
and to the senior center. With limited
public transportation in Sandy, those
people would have a difficult time
without the senior center's program,
Potter Marquardt said. They are

extremely transportation disadvan-
taged,” she said

The senior center also offers
outreach services that help keep
senior citizens in their homes. Polter
Marquardt said it is better for in
dividuals and society to keep people

Roads

Continued from Page L.

functioning independently in theun

homes instead of institutionahizing
them

The senior center also serves as an
information and referral service

helping needy senior cilizens locats
health care, fuel food
stamps or housekeeping service:

Health clinic
ly, covering topics
screening, foot
pressure checks

Programs to keep senior citizen
active also are offered. Activities In
clude a choir, band, craft classes, ex
ercise and outings. Potter
Marquardt said it 1s important to
reach out to some senior citizens o
keep them involved, which leads to
better health

The Senior Center grew out of the
efforts of the Sandy Golden Age Club,
which in 1970 began to makes plans

assistance

s are offered regular
as vision

blood

such

care and

classes

play objectively

He was kind of a sinner,”” admuts
Leedy. ““He drank heavily, he smok
ed cigars constantly and had a very
bad temper
will talk about his views on religion
his reaction to the death of his wite
and daughters, and about how we are

During the play Twau

all going down the tubes. It
sometimes cutting, sarcastic and
dry he gavs

Ihe fascination with Mark Twaur

began when Leedy was 10 On a tar

Iv vacation he visited the famou

writer's home in Hannibal, Mo
1 visited the house where he wa

for a center. In 1978 with help u

financing from federal sources and

the Sandy Com
Center at 38348

the city of Sandy
munity Senior
Pioneer Blvd., became a reality

I'he Golden Age Club

active participants |

membershig

and the el
center programs are essentially the
Member A
Club have raised money to purchass
much of the equipment at the center
Potter Marquardt said

Reber said the city is committed !
the Loaves and Fishes nutrition pi
gram, which is operated out of the
kitchen at the senlor center
that, he would not comment on possi
ble cuts

The ability to provide some basi

services depends upon how involved
volunteers Potter Mar
quardt said

Program cuts in the Sandy Recrea

same f the Golder

Beyond
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mittee member

Much of the debate
( l'l]h'l'l‘l’ on services
citizens

Councilor Jim Duff said he ob-
jected to “‘emasculating™ the senior
citizen program for a “small’" con
tribution to the street fund

Councilor Dick Harrison agreed
with Duff. Senior citizens worked to
help the city pass a tax base in 1984,
Harrison said. “We promised that
group services.’’

City Councilor Mort Spence said
the program for senior citizens shows

we are a caring city.” Wesselink's
proposal cut the “heart” out of the
program, Spence said “His sugges-
tions constitute mayhem in this
budget.”

Mel Haneberg, a member of the

Thursday
for senior

Sandy Library
has new hours

The Sandy Public Library will
have new hours beginning May 1. The
library will be open noon to 6 p.m
Monday; noon to 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday; and 10
am. to 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday
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budget committee, said the city’s
budget had tentative approval before
the gas tax issue came up He said he
supported the original budget and not
Wesselink's compromise

Duff, Harrison, Spence and
Haneberg voted against the revised
budget proposed by Wesselink
Wesselink, Buck, DePaepe, Bryant
Brad Picking, Marge Frederickson
Brad Paluck, Mike Murray and Kaye
Morrison voted for it

Those voting in favor of shifting
money to the street fund said the City
Council made street 1m
provements a top priority. The
money for those improvements must
come from cuts in the budget if a gas
tax is not enacted, they said

Reber told the group that cutting

has

the program meant cutling
employees, but he declined to say ex
actly how the cuts would be a
complished. Wesselink had a predic
tion, however

There will be very little going on
at the senior center,”” he said. “"With
volunteerism, we may be able to
keep some of those programs going

Ihe people of Sandy and those in
outlving areas may have a chance to
I'he

reinstate recreation programs
voled to
mend formation of a special recrea
tion district to finance such pro
grams. Reber said the City Council
may also decide to add services for
sentor citizens in the special district
Funds to finance district
would have to be approved by voters

budget committee

such a
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The Death and Life of Sneaky Filch
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1-800-452-4612 in Oregon
1-800-547-8054 outside Oregon
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Dr. George Hyiunnf

Dr. Hyland Maintains his Practice At:

SANDY CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

39100 Proctor Bivd.



