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Pioneers lose to Scots
Sandy drops 
MHC game
by DAVE MAGNUSON
Stall writer

The Sandy High School Pioneers 
lost on their home field Monday to 
David Douglas in the first Mount 
Hood Conference game for both 
teams.

The Scots got out to an overwhelm­
ing start, scoring six runs before the 
Pioneers even swung a bat, on their 
way to a 15-4 victory.

"We had a poor top of the first inn­
ing and that kind of dictated the 
whole day for us," Sandy Coach Bob 
D'Aboy said. "They only got one real

hit in the first inning and ended up 
with six runs.

"That hurts when you're down 6-0 
to one of the best teams in the league 
early (in the game)."

The Scots had three official hits in 
the first inning, but the one hit 
D ’Aboy called "real” was the only 
one that made it past the infield. In 
addition, the Pioneers committed 
two errors in the inning and walked 
three, allowing six runs and stran­
ding no one on base.

In the bottom of the first, Sandy's 
Stacey Pearson walked to get on base 
and then stole second. Kandy Gifford 
then ripped a double to center field, 
as Pearson scored, pulling the 
Pioneers to 6-1,

Gifford later scored as Darren 
Pullen grounded out to first, but gave 
time for Gifford to cross the plate.

The inning ended with the Scots on 
top 6-2.

Each team scored once In the se­
cond. Sandy's run came on a Robert 
Rodriguez infield single, scoring 
Nick Phillips from third. Philips had 
gotten on base with another infield 
single.

At the end of two, the Scots main­
tained a 7-3 advanUge.

The Pioneers closed to within three 
runs in the third inning, when second 
baseman Gerald Hale started a rally 
with a walk. He then went to second 
when Pullen made it to first on a 
David Douglas fielding error.

Catcher Robb Spanier then walked, 
loading the bases. Shortstop Randy 
Wheeler hit into a fielder’s choice to 
the Scots shortstop, who threw the 
ball to second, forcing Spanier out. 
But Hale scored.

At the end of the third, the Pioneers 
were still in the game, with the score 
7-4. But the fourth inning proved 
disastrous for Sandy.

Three David Douglas runs had 
scored before Sandy got anybody out. 
The Scots then scored two more in 
the fourth, blasting out to a 12-4 lead.

The Pioneers were in a hole they 
could not dig out of, as the Scots 
would go on to score three more runs 
in the game to Sandy’s zero, winning 
the game 15-4.

It  was a game lacking many 
positive aspects, but there were a 
couple.

Sandy continued its perfect base­
stealing performance on the year, as 
it has made away with 36 thefts so far 
this season, never having been 
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Batter Jeff Ulmen takes swing during Monday's 15-4 loss to the David 
Douglas Scots at Sandy. The Pioneers are 3-3 in the young season and face 
Gresham Friday.

Pioneers 
beat Scots 
in softball

Sandy junior Kelli Portinga had to 
be the most relieved softball player 
Monday at David Douglas High 
School as she ripped a lOth-inning 
single up the middle, scoring team­
mate Jami Brittle and giving the 
Pioneers a 1-0 win in Mount Hood 
Conference action.

It  was the first league game of the 
season for both teams, but Sandy 
came away with the win over the 
Scots, much to the delight of Pioneer 
coach Gary Curtis.

He said he breathed “a sigh of 
relief” as the run came in.

"Basically nothing happened until 
the 10th inning,” Curtis said.

Katie Clift pitched the Pioneers to 
the triumph. Through 24 innings this 
season, Clift has a 0.29 earned run 
average.

In the game against the Scots, she 
gave up five hits, all singles, struck 
out six and walked only two David 
Douglas batters. She stranded nine 
base runners.

The Pioneers, meanwhile, got their 
only run on seven hits, two errors, 
three walks and two hit batters. Un­
fortunately for Sandy’s offensive 
statistics, 11 Pioneer runners were 
left on base at the completion of the 
extended contest.

At one point in the game, David 
Douglas could have won, but the 
Scots were thwarted by the almost- 
too-routine play of junior Monica 
Merrill in the bottom of the eighth in­
ning.

With two outs and with runners on 
second and third, a David Douglas 
batter squeezed a bunt down the third 
base line when Merrill picked up the 
ball and, instead of turning around to 
tag out the runner from third, chose 
to get the runner out at first.

The ball narrowly made it ahead of 
the Scot batter at first for the inning­
ending out.

Then in the 10th, Shannon Baker 
flied out to start off the inning. Brittle 
then singled a shot to left field. 
Sophomore Konnie Jones moved 
Brittle to second when she drew a 
walk.

With players on first and second, 
Donna Gray flied out to right field for 
the Pioneers' second out.

Portinga then smashed a shot right 
up the middle and over the grass in­
field at David Douglas, as Brittle 
became the first and only player to 
cross home plate in the game.

The Scots went down in order in the 
bottom of the 10th as Sandy won, 1-0.

Open gym 
available 
for volleyball

Beginning immediately, the 
Sandy Recreation Department 
is sponsoring an open gym for 
volleyball on Wednesday even­
ings from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 
Cedar Ridge Middle School, 
17225 Smith Ave.

The program is open to per­
sons 18 years or older. The 
recreation department has re­
quested that no children be 
brought to the open gym ses­
sions.

A $1 donation per person is re­
quested to help defer the cost of 
the gym rental.

For more information, call 
the department at 666-5569

l)ave Magnuson

Baseball requires use of all senses
by DAVE MAGNUSON
Staff writer

If, of the five senses, you only had 
your primary sense sight — which 
sport would you least want to attend 
in person'.’

I found out Monday that baseball is 
the sport that I would least enjoy if 
vision only was employed.

Monday was the league-opener for 
the Sandy baseball team, as it lost to 
the David Douglas Scots 15-4. But 
more important than the score were 
the different senses I experienced.

When I arrived to cover the game 
Monday afternoon with my friend 
Ted, and even before 1 made it to the 
baseball diamond, I noticed a 
somewhat fam iliar aroma.

“Ted,” I said, inhaling the slight 
fragrance, "it smells like baseball.”

Now Ted, who is an avid, if not

obsessed, baseball fan, knew exactly 
what I was talking about, so he 
refrained from giving me a quizzical 
look. He too knew the smell of 
baseball. It  is a favorable odor that is 
impossible to describe.

"Baseball is the only sport I can 
think of that has a distinct smell," I 
said, walking to the diamond.

As we made it to the diamond, the 
next sense experienced was, of 
course -  sight. Ted and I saw the 
baseball players doing their warm­
up tosses.

Merely watching these guys throw 
and catch the ball was not exciting 
enough. To get the right effect, it was 
necessary for us to hear the sounds 
as well.

There is nothing like the sound of a 
ball caught right in the pocket of a

leather glove (which, incidentally, 
has its own distint smell, too).

We later made our way to the 
bleachers. As we sat down, we both 
recalled the uncomfortable feeling of 
baseball. In  itse lf, sitting on 
bleachers is quite uncomfortable. 
But, when sitting on bleachers and 
watching baseball, a person seems to 
forget how uncomfortable bleachers 
actually are. At least Ted and I do.

Vision came into play again. The 
game was starting. But as soon as vi­
sion came into play, so did hearing

The chatter from the stands and 
from each of the dugouts was fan­
tastic. As we saw batters at the plate, 
pitchers on the mound and defenders 
in the field, we also heard the sounds 
of the ultimate support and friendly 
camaraderie:

“ C’mon, babe, you can do it !” said 
one teammate to a batting player.

“ Let’s get a hit, kid!" Coach Bob 
D'Aboy cried out to his batter.

"Nice pitch, No. 7!" said the same 
coach to his starting pitcher, Darren 
Pullen (who wears No. 7, of course).

These quotes, along with periodical 
claps and whistles, make up chatter 
Baseball chatter. There is nothing 
like baseball chatter. It's what helps 
to make baseball fun.

Baseball chatter is heard year- 
round. It is heard during football and 
b a s k e tb a ll gam es when the  
cheerleaders shout out praises for 
their team to the crowd. The only dif­
ference is that baseball chatter uses 
male voices and is directed not to the 
fans, but to the players themselves.

Baseball chatter is extremely con­

tagious, too. It doesn't take much for 
a person to be afflicted with this 
crazy disease. Even outside the 
baseball realm, I find myself calling 
people "babe” more often than Babe 
(Ruth) had homers.

The final sense I encountered Mon­
day was taste: I sat in the bleachers 
and sipped on my soft drink, tasting 
the cola and feeling it slide down my 
throat in its effervescent coolness. It 
helped to quench the thirst I had in 
the 72-degree sunshine.

So after drinking my Coke, I had 
realized I had experienced eachof the 
five senses — all because of baseball.

Just like everything else, there are 
unfortunate aspects as well and they 
can linger on longer than the game.

After covering Monday's game, I 
discovered an itchy tingle in my up­
per arm: a mosquito bite.


