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by SUSAN ROMANITIS
Post writer

Some area school administrators
say teachers unions are attempting
to coordinate strike dates in several
school districts to put pressure on
districts with which they are
negotiating labor contrac -

If teachers in severai districts
were Lo strike at the same time, the
districts might not be able to find
enough substitutes to keep schools
open, the administrators say.

The fact that some potential strike
dates fall close to each other also has
not gone unnoticed by the unions, but
union leaders say they are not or-
chestrating an overall strike plan.

The Sandy Elementary District
and both Gresham school districts
are among a number of school
districts around the state in the midst
of negotiating contracts with their
teachers.

The earliest date Gresham Grade
and Gresham Union High teachers
could strike is Feb. 6.

Sandy’s “cooling off"" period, the 30
days following the publishing of a
fact-finding report, ended Jan. 9.
That means the school board now
may make the district's last offer.
The teachers must give 10 days
notice before a strike.

“Hopefully, there (will be) more
bargaining now,"" said Miriam Mann,
president of the Sandy Elementary
Teachers Association. ‘‘Hopefully,
we meet and we find a settlement.”

A team, which includes some
members of the teachers bargaining
team, will spend the next few days
questioning teachers before deciding
the next move, according to Mann.

““We don't want to do that (choose
to take a strike vote),” Mann said,
“We do not want to strike.”

Sandy Superintendent Rex Hun-
saker says the district plans to “do
everything we can'' to steer clear of a
strike, but is preparing for a strike.

“We're going to try and do
everything we can to avoid one, with
the exception of giving in to things we
can't afford,” Hunsaker said.

Hunsaker said he thinks the East
County Bargaining Council, an ex-
clusive bargaining agent represen-
ting six districts, including Sandy
Elementary and both Gresham
districts, is the roadblock to any
agreement in Sandy,
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Barn loses roof

A fire Monday night took the roof off a barn located in the
woods behind Pop Rannow Stadium. There was no
livestock being kept at the barn. Investigators had not

Teacher strike dates similar

Dastrict officials say they fear coordinated strikes

“I believe \hat we could settle with
our teachers if the East Multnomah
County Bargaining Council was not
cailing the shots,” he said.

“Obviously they're better off strik-
ing three or four of us at once, as far
as closing schools, than if they just

‘Obviously they're
better off striking
three or four districts
at once, as far as clos-
ing schools, than if
they just struck one
of us.’

= Rex Hunsaker

struck one of us at once,” Hunsaker
said. "I do not have any knowledge
that that's what they're planning on
doing. My guess is anything done
here will be reflected in Gresham."”

But Mann says the teachers, not
the bargaining council, will deter-
mine whether a strike will take
place,

“It's all up to our teachers; they
make the decision. We don't tell our
teachers what to do,” she said.
“We're bargaining for them. We're
not bargaining for ECBC. No, they
are not telling us what to do. They are
lending support.”

Gresham Superintendent Jim
Jenkins said he has heard that the
Oregon Education Association was
“‘orchestrating’’ events at both
Gresham districts, Sandy Elemen-
tary, the McMinnville district and
the Lincoln County district in an ef-
fort to get strike dates to fall on the
same day.

“Our information says they are
coordinating their strike dates with
these five districts,” Jenkins said.

And that, Jenkins said, would
make it more difficult for school
districts to find substitute teachers
and keep schools open.

But Don Robertson, union
negotiator and Oregon Education
Association employee, denied

Jenkins' charge.
“I'm not an orchestra leader,"
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determined a cause of the blaze as of Tuesday morning.
Firefighters were credited with doing a good job in sav-
ing the ground level. See story on Page 1.

Robertson said.

Robertson said local teachers
determine whether a strike will take
place by voting to strike. The OEA
cannot arrange strikes or groups of
strikes, he said.

The Gresham grade district pro-
bably would be required to replace
about 200 of its estimated 241
teachers initially, he said. A higher
percentage of the 180 teachers in the
high school district would have to be
replaced, Jenkins said.

“It's easier’’ to get substitute
teachers if the district has the whole
state from which to draw them, he
said. The district was able to find
three qualified substitutes for every
position open during the last strike,
Jenkins said.

I think the whole concept of going
tostrike is ludicrous,” he said. “It'sa

n¢-win situation. I'm still optimistic

that both sides can get to the table
and resolve this before a strike oc-
curs."

Robertson said he thought strikes
by several groups of teachers at one
time ““would put pressure on finding
replacement teachers.” There are
“only so many,"” he said.

“If you can't find replacement
teachers, schools close,” Robertson
said. “Not all strikes close schools.
Some do, some don't."”

When asked whether he thought
strikes by several groups of teachers
at once would be beneficial to the
union's efforts, Robertson said, ‘‘yes
and no.

“l don't know if we have the
resources to cover that many
strikes,” he said. ““Within the limits
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A panel of judges will select win-
ners at the “Why I Don't Attend
Church Sunday’’ services at the Aims
Community Church on Sunday.

The service will provide a
humorous look at the reasons people
fail to attend church from time to
time, said Pastor Richard Bryson,
who will be preaching on the subject
of why people ought to attend church
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of our resources, I guess the more
teachers out, the better il is for us,
“To get what vou want in bargain-

ing, it is going to take the collective Sandy
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son added. “‘Unity and determination | Thriftway Parking Lot 6:00 bm

- that's our strength.” riftway Parking : p
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optimistic about the chances of set-
tlement priur to #av strike. The state
has 183 school districts and the C*A
Lias been involved in collective
bargaining since 1973, Robertson
said. Twelve strikes have taken place
since that time, he said.

“It's not that many,” Robertson
said. ““That’s less than one a year."”

The Gresham District Education
Association and the high school
district’s negotiating team are
scheduled to meet at a bargaining
session Thursday afternoon.

‘“My concern is that (East County
Bargaining Council) will not allow
any of its districts to settle because
that would jeopardize the bargaining
strength of one of its other districts,”
said Chuck Carpenter, Gresham's
assistant superintendent in charge of
personnel.

East Multnomah County Bargain-
ing Council President Carolyn
Menegas said the union ‘‘did not fail
to notice" that a number of districts
were near each other in the
negotiating process, but, she added,
“We did not cause it.”” If the associa-
tions benefit because strike dates fall
close to each other, she said, the
unions will be “capitalizing on good
fortune,”” not celebrating because
some ‘‘plan’ worked.
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Church wants to know
all of the latest excuses

Dixie A. Wesselink
Licensed Tax Consultant

Theresa Place
Licensed Tax Preparer

668-6470 39335 Glover Court
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Services.

The service will be at 11 a.m. on
Jan. 18. The church is at 44510 S.E.
Connett Road in Corbett.

Prizes will be awarded for the most
original excuse, the most common
excuse and the funniest excuse. Peo-
ple may wear costumes to
demonstrate an excuse for skipping
church.
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Wednesday, January 21st

The BayView ' Insert

The BayViewr Insert, new from The Earth Stove, br-
ings home the warmth and charm of bay window styl-
ing, the view of crackling fires, plus design and efficien-
cy features like none you've ever seen. Stay-clean glass
on front and etched accent windows. Solid brass trim all
‘round. An exclusive Hi-Tech catalytic combustion
system, combined with a powerful heat circulation
system. All this, and more, makes the BayViewrm
today’s hottest new look in inserts. Come see for
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January 16th through 18th - Memorial Coliseum

Oregon Trail Center
Gresham 661-7676
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