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A  bet w ith  th e ir w ine-m aking  
sister from  Illino is  prom pted J im  
and John Wasson to try  th e ir hand  
a t running  a  w inery .

T he  brothers “ gave h er a hard  
t im e "  about the sam ples o f w ine  
she brought w ith  her on a v is it one 
y e a r, J im  Wasson said. "S he to ld  us 
i f  you th ink  i t ’s so easy, w hy don’t 

you try  it  yourse lf,' "  Wasson said.
They did. “ W e Just got a  book and  

s ta rted ,”  J im  Wasson said. Now  
they co-own W asson B ro th e r's  
W inery  in Sandy.

T h e ir  w inery  o ffers tours, w ine­
tasting  and  beer and w ine-m aking  
supplies.

Last w in te r the Wasson brothers  
took another gam ble ; they m oved, 
along w ith  Jans B erry lan d , about 
two m iles east of Sandy to  m ake  
w ay fo r a  new Safew ay store. They  
reopened in F eb ru ary .

" W e ’re  happy w ith  the m o ve ,"  
Wasson said. “ Sales have gone up 
in the tasting room  especia lly  this 
su m m e r."

T h e ir  new location has a  la rg e r  
w ine-tasting  room  w ith  a  b a r that 
seats 12 people. T h a t m akes it  the  
longest w ine-tasting  b ar in  the  
state , W asson said. O th er im ­
p ro v e m e n ts  in c lu d e  e x te n s iv e  
equipm ent fo r a m a te u r beer and  
w ine-m akers .

T o u r is ts  c o m e  to  ta s te  the  
W a s s o n ’s w in e  a n d  to u r  th e  
backroom  of the w inery  w ith  its 
1,000 gallon  stainless steel tanks, 
oak b arre ls  and ita lia n  w ine  press.

Locals com e in a ll the t im e  for 
beer and w ine-m aking  supplies. 
“ O ften  as not, they buy a bottle of 
w ine as w ell,** said  Wasson.

“ Y o u  c a n  te l l  th e  to u ris ts , 
because they com e in  looking  
som ew hat frazz led  in  shorts and  
sunglasses,”  he said.

T he  Wassons sell n ea rly  0,000 
gallons o f w ine  each y ear. The  
busiest t im e  o f y e a r  is fro m  
M e m o r ia l D a y  to  L a b o r D a y , 
Wasson said. D u rin g  the slow p art  
o f the y e a r, Jan u a ry  to M arc h , the 
brothers prune the ir seven-acre  
v ine y a rd  in  Oregon Q ty .
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Puppets 
perform 
at church

Puppets F o r the Lord, a puppet 
troupe that perform ed during  M oun­
ta in  F estiva l, w ill perfo rm  n ightly  at 
a vacation B ib le  school to be con­
ducted by the Sandy Church of Christ 
from  8:30 to 9 p m  Sunday, Aug 10 
through Thursday, Aug 14 in the ir 
building at 39640 P ioneer B lvd.

The them e for the vacation  Bible  
school is " J e s u s  Shows G o d ’s 
W isdom ." The school w ill em ploy  
" s ta tio n  te a c h in g ,"  w h ich  D an  
W heeler, m in is te r of the church and  
d irec to r of vacation  B ible school, has 
called  “ a stim ulating  and effective  
a lte rn a tive  to trad itiona l classroom  
teaching "

T h e re  w ill  be s in g in g . B ib le  
lessons, gam es, refreshm ents and  
crafts .

H ighlighting  the activ ities  w ill be 
the perform ances of "P uppets F or  
the L o rd "  to m ake learn ing even 
m o re  exciting  and fun.

In  addition to the station teaching  
fo r  c h ild ren  3 -years-o ld  through  
ju n io r high, there  w ill be a special 
class for teens and adults. The  
c lim a x  of the school w ill be Thursday  
a t 8 p m  when the ch ild ren  w ill 
display th e ir achievem ents in a 
special closing program

V acation  B ib le  school is free  of 
charge and the public is invited  For 
m ore in fo rm ation  call 668-6116.

T h e  five-year-o ld  w inery  is one of 
only th ree  in Oregon that specialize  
in  b erry  w ines. " B e rry  w ines a re  
becom ing alm ost extinct because of 
the p rice  o f ra w  m a te r ia l,”  Wasson 
said.

I t  coats m ore  than $1,500 fo r a ton 
of rasperries com pared w ith  $400 a  
too for w hite  R iesling  grapes. He  
buys local berries.

“ R ig h t now we a re  buying w ild  
b la c k b e r r ie s  f o r  o u r  w i ld  
b lackb erry  w in e ,”  Wasson said.

Since the Wasson brothers began  
entering  th e ir w ines at the Oregon

State  F a ir  in 1982 they have won a 
g ov e rn o r's  sw eepstakes tro p h y , 
th ree  gold, f iv e  s ilv e r and six  
bronze aw ards. The ribbons “ show­
ed us w e  w ere  on the rig h t tra c k ."  
Wasson said.

J im  Wasson took a  tw o-year com ­
m e rc ia l w ine production course a t 
C lackam as C om m unity  College to 
fu r th e r  re fin e  his w ine -m ak ing  
skills.

T h e  W asson ’s a w a rd -w in n in g  
w ine is sold a t local S afew ay, F red  
M ey e r, T h r iftw a y , and independent 
grocers, Wasson said. I t ’s tough for

a sm all w inery  to m a rk e t its wines, 
Wasson said. G rocers who a re n 't  
local "don ’t know who Wasson 
Brothers is ,"  Wasson said.

Janz B erry land  and the Wasson 
B r o th e r ’s W in e ry  m a k e  good  
neighbors because “ our businesses 
a r e  s i m i l a r  — b o th  f r u i t  
processing.”  Wasson said.

The businesses a re  " try in g  to 
m ake the a re a  as a ttra c tiv e  as 
possible," Wasson said. T he  w inery  
has an old-fashioned storefront, 
bright m arigo lds p lanted in wooden 
b arre ls , and hanging fuschias to

g re e t v is ito rs . A  new  outside  
restroom  on the p roperty  between  
the two business, the only one from  
Sandy to M ount Hood, is " a  big a t­
traction  and getting  to be m o re  so 
a ll the t im e ,"  Wasson said.

"T h e  only  thing I ’d wish fo r ,"  
Wasson said, “ is another w in ery  up 
in  this p a rt of the c o u n try ."  R ight 
now i t ’s 60 m iles io  the nearest 
w inery. People who w ant to sam ple  
from different wineries might be 
m ore a ttrac te d  to P o rtland  w here  
they can h it six w ineries in an  a fte r ­
noon, Wasson said.
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Sandy High class of 1976 
schedules 10-year reunion

The Sandy H igh School class o f 1976 
w ill hold its 10-year reunion soon.

The reunion w ill be k icked  o ff w ith  
an hors d ’oeuvre buffet an S aturday, 
Aug. 23 a t 7 p .m . a t the P o rtland  A ir ­
port Sheraton Inn . A  fa m ily  p icnic

w ill be held Sunday, Aug. 24 a t noon 
at Rooster Rock S tate  P ark .

FO r m o re  in fo rm ation  w rite  D ebbie  
(B ro o k ) S tric k le r, 3740 S .E . 167th 
A ve., P o rtland , 97236, o r ca ll 661-3204. 
O r. ca ll Ju lie  Nelson a t 760-1506.

Man on WOSC honor roll
J e rry  Lawson of Sandy was nam ed  

to the honor ro ll fo r the Spring  
q u a rte r a t W estern Oregon S tate  Col­
lege fo r achieving  a grade point

averag e  between 3.5 and 3.99. 
W estern, a lib e ra l a rts  college

located in M onm outh, has an enro ll­
m ent of 3,3032 students
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Are These Important to Your Child?
•  Christ-Centered Pntgram
•  Top Scholastic Achievement Scorng
•  First-Rate Music Instruction
•  Athletics
•  Highly Qualified. Professional teachers
•  Affordable Tuition

If these are important concerns to you and your child, consider an 
excellent alternative in education:

Hood View Junior Academy 
28505 SE Kelso Road

Boring, OR »7009
Featuring low student-to-teacher ratio, school bus service, and private 

elementary and junior high instruction

Novi registering. Phone 663-4568, a 24-hour service 
line, for information or for an appointment with the 
principal. Reduced admission charges for those 
registering before August 1, 1986.

WHEN YOU GIVE HELP 
YOU GIVE HOPE.
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