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Michael Nerpel and Mark Vaeretti pour bronze into a mold.

Bronzes now cast locally

Portlandia project was 
labor of love for supporter

by SCOTT NEWTON

It wasn't Media Day at Maiden
Bronze, but it just as well have 
been. An Oregonian reporter and 
p h o tog rap he r, a KGW -TV 
reporter and cameraman, and a 
representative of The Post were 
all on hand Tuesday to hear about 
the casting ot eight inch Portlan 
dia bronzes

Through it a ll, Charles Hall, 
who represents the artist, and 
Lyle Isaak, general manager of 
Maiden Bronze, were congenial, 
answering the same questions 
over and over.

Hall even maintained his sense 
of humor. Watching a Maiden 
Bronze employee knocking the 
ceramic molding from a bronze, 
he turned to Isaak and said, "W ill 
they use a sledgehammer on the 
Portlandia, too?"

Fact is, they will. They hammer 
on the “ gate," a solid piece on the 
bottom and not a piece of the 
statue.

The process begins in Walla 
Walla, where Owner Mike Maiden 
lives A wax pattern is sent to San 
dy, where it is dipped in a liquid 
solution and given a sand-like 
silicon coating. The process is 
repeated once a day for seven 
days.

The ceramic shell is then placed 
in a furnace heated to 1800 derees 
Fahrenheit, a process called 
dewaxing.

Following an inspection — there 
are lots of inspections — the shell 
is heated again and, while still 
hot. placed upside down in a sand 
pit. It is at this point the molten 
bronze, heated to 2100 degrees, is 
poured in.

When the bronze cools, the 
ceramic shell is removed — with a 
sledgehammer, for starters — 
and the statue is cleaned and 
assembled Some pieces may be 
welded together, and some grin­
ding or other work may be 
necessary to remove sprues and 
gates

The bronze is patinated with a 
mild acid to give it color The acid 
is sprayed on while the bronze is 
heated with a torch.

The Portlandia is a refined copy 
of the original statue produced by 
Washington, D.Cr, artist Ray­
mond Kaskey.

If the orders come in, Maiden 
Bronze could cast an edition of up 
to 500. The first 22 — plus an ar­
tist's proof — are being cast at 
present. They sold for »550 The 
prices has gone up to »595 for the 
second casting. All are signed and 
numbered

A limited edition of 12 34-inch 
bronzes is also planned, Hall said 
They w ill sell for »15,000; then the 
mold w ill be broken and each 
owner w ill get a piece of it.

Hall, who represents Portlandia 
Productions and w ill get a com­
mission off the sale of the eight- 
inch bronzes, originally got his 
start in the Portlandia project 
because of his love of art.

He read a front page story in 
The Oregonian in December, 1984 
about Kaskey's problems in mak­

ing Portlandia. The project was 
commissioned as part of the city 
of Portland's "1 percent for a rt”  
program following completion of 
the Portland Building.

He got in contact with represen­
tatives of the Metropolitan Arts 
Commission, who put him in touch 
with Kaskey. A story in the 
Eugene Register-Guard, quoting 
Kaskey, backs up Hall's version. 
Hall called up Kaskey and asked 
him what he needed.

The decision regarding how 
Portlandia would be transported 
from a warehouse in Maryland to 
downtown Portland would deter­
mine how Kaskey put the statue 
together.

Hall, with the help of numerous 
o ther people, arranged fo r 
railroad services, cranes and a 
storage area in which to complete 
the final stages.

The 600 hours of donated time 
paid off for Hall when Portlandia 
was taken by barge from  
Ferguson Inc.’s warehouse to 
Waterfront Park, much to the 
delight of thousands of people

Hall, who said they garnered 
about »175,000 worth of donated 
services for moving and setting up 
P o rtla n d ia , is a m arke ting  
specialist in a business owned by 
he and his wife, Suzan, called S & 
C Hall Associates.

Hall's experience includes work 
in an advertising agency in New 
York City, where he worked on 
projects for General Mills, Proc­
tor & Gamble, and Blue Nun Wine, 
and a stint as product manager 
for Colgate-Palmolive, also in 
New York.

‘We’ve talked to a lot of people who 

don’t normally buy bronzes.’

Since coming to Portland in 1979 
he has worked for Gerber Adver­
tising and the Chas. H. L illy  Com­
pany. He and his wife have been in 
business about two years.

Hall works a good deal with Ar­
tist Scott McIntire, who produced 
the Chamber Music Northwest 
logo, which is a curled shell.

The two of them put together the 
KKSN "Classical Pursuit" poster, 
which celebrates the 300th b ir­
thdays of Bach, Handel and 
Scarlatti.

H a ll comes across as a 
businessman who enjoys his 
association with artists. He is 
cautious not to put works in other 
people's mouths — especially 
Kaskey’s — but he is also excited 
about Portlandia. He believes 
what critic  and writer Thomas 
Wolf said, that Portlandia is a 
move toward more representa­
tional art — art that means 
something — and away from the 
highly abstract.

Portlandia, he points out, is the 
la rg e s t ham m ered  copper 
sculpture built entirely in the US. 
At 38 feet and weighing 64  tons, it 
is second in size, in the U.S., only 
to the Statue of Liberty.

Charles Hall

I f  the lady stood up she would be 
50 feet ta ll, a third of the size of the 
Statue of Liberty.

The eight-inch statues are sell­
ing not only as an investment. 
Hall said, but because people are 
excited about Portlandia. One 
woman, on a card along with her 
final payment for a bronze, wrote: 
"To Portlandia with Love ”

Lyle Isaak agreed that people in 
the metropolitan area are excited 
about the statue. In addition. »595 
is a “ rare (low) price" for a 
bronze, though an edition of 500 is 
a large one.

One sale from among the 22 was 
to a Mt. Hood couple, and they 
were on hand Tuesday to observe 
the process. "We've talked to a lot 
of people who don’t normally buy 
bronzes," Isaak said. "That's 
always kind of rewarding."

The statues are about 10 percent

of the work load at present, Isaak 
said, although that varies a good 
deal For example, it may go up to 
40 percent next week, but for 
several weeks it was only a small 
part of the work the 15-member 
crew performed. It just depends 
on what part of the process the 
statue is in, he said.

Maiden Bronze had bid on the 
original proposal, hoping that 
Kaskey would u tiliz e  th e ir  
facilities in creating Portlandia. 
When Kaskey came to Oregon, 
people in City Hall reportedly told 
him about work Maiden Bronze 
had done producing awards, 
which were given out by former- 
Mayor Frank Ivancie At that 
point, it was just natural Kaskey 
consider Maiden Bronze for the 
eight-inch bronzes

One other thing came up during 
the tour at Maiden Bronze There 
is a 13-foot statue of John Wayne 
sitting on a horse With all those 
media people around, that's a 
story that won't hold for long.

S u rvey ing  the v is ito rs , 
cameramen and others, Isaak ad­
mitted that working at Maiden 
Bronze is not your run-of-the-mill 
job. " I t ’s a new day every day.”

Committee debates options, 
approves smaller tax levy

It took three and a half hours, but 
the Sandy E lem entary  School 
D istrict's 10-member budget com­
mittee completed its work Thursday 
evening at the second working ses­
sion.

The district w ill hold a tax base 
election, as required by state law, on 
Tuesday, May 20. A public hearing on 
the budget w ill be held Thursday, 
March 20.

According to the budget message, 
the board of directors instructed 
Superin tendent C lark Lund to 
prepare an operating budget with no 
increase in property taxes and, 
preferably, to decrease the taxes 
levied to balance the budget. “ That 
assignment has been accomplished,”  
the budget message reads.

The total requirements for the 
1986-87 budget are »6,423,123. The tax 
levy required to balance the budget is 
»2,159,700, or »76.200 less than the 
current year. In addition, the amount 
required for bonded indebtedness is 
down »23,207. The total taxes to be 
levied for 1986-87 are »99,407 less. 
This should produce a decrease in the 
tax rate by approximately 45 cents 
per thousand valuation.

Over 45 people attended the 
meeting, which began at 7:30 p.m. 
and ended at 11. Toward the end, 
budget committee members ap­
peared to be considering a suggestion 
by Dan Gracia, a member of the au­
dience, who said two science 
teachers for Cedar Ridge was not suf­
ficient.

Lund said the two science teachers 
have 25 or 26 students per class and 
attempt to do laboratory work at 
least once a week.

Gracia asked if anyone had ever 
tried to do hands-on work with 25 or 
26 junior high students. " I t  doesn't 
work,”  he said. Science and math 
skills are going to be essential if San­
dy students are fo compete in an in­
creasingly high-tech world, Gracia 
said.

Board Member Dorothy M ills ask­
ed how Cedar Ridge students were 
faring in science at Sandy High 
School.

They are "very well prepared for 
what the high school has to offer,”  
Lund said.

Barbara Sah, a budget committee 
member, also said it was her opinion

‘Shooting’ was 
no shooting at all

Police  and rescue personnel 
responded Monday afternoon to what 
was termed a shooting on Serban 
Road, which is north of Sandy off 
B luff Road. The report turned out to 
be unfounded.

"Wires were really getting cross­
ed," said Russ Williams, public infor­
mation officer for the Clackamas 
County sheriff's department “ It 
went from four people getting shot to 
a fisherman thinking he got shot at.”

Williams said the report is believed 
to have originated from an off-duty 
Multnomah County sheriff's deputy, 
who went through his dispatcher in 
Portland.

Sandy High School s tu d en ts  w ere  in a losses in p rev ious w eeks. The P ioneers  down- 
bo isterous m ood F r id a y  night a s  the P ioneers  ed G resh am  66-63 O ther p ic tu res  in spo rts , 
finally  nabbed  a  v ic to ry  a f te r  four two-point

that Cedar Ridge students were well 
prepared for high school science.

On a suggestion from budget com­
mittee member A rthur Lowery, 
Lund has been directed to investigate 
the cost of having an outside com­
pany provide janitorial services. It 
was decided the budgeting process 
did not need to be held up because of 
such a study. If a less expensive 
method of maintaining the buildings 
can be found, the district can then 
follow through and realize a savings.

Lund said the Sandy Busing 
Cooperative studied transportation a 
few years ago and determined they 
could run their own system as effi­
c ien tly  as a p riva te  business. 
However, he added, in both transpor­
tation and janitorial services, it is 
always a good idea to investigate 
what private industry charges for 
sim ilar services.

Following that discussion, Board 
Member Sharron Cox moved, and 
Mills seconded, a motion to approve 
the budget. I t  was approved 
unanimously.

Earlier in the meeti.g, Lowery had 
asked Lund a series of questions con­
cerning the amount of money paid to 
summer help for maintenance of the 
b u ild in g s , PERS benefits  fo r 
employees, and the feasibility of fo r­
ming an insurance pool to bring down 
the cost of liab ility  and casualty in­
surance.

Gerald Hale, committee chairman, 
asked about the effect Gramm- 
Rudman might have on the budget. 
Lund said they could expect to see 
cuts in special education.

Lund said during the school closure 
people would say the district should 
be spending its federal dollars, but 
Lund said that money is earmarked 
for special programs. For example, 
the district receives »87,000 to run its 
school lunch program That money 
cannot be spend on other programs.

Expenditure distribution 
of general fund  dollars
P ro g ra m s

Regular elementary program 
Student activities 
Special education 
Guidance and counseling 
Health services 
Improvement of instruction 
Library-media services 
Board of education 
Office of superintendent 
Office of principals 
Business office 
Care and upkeep of buildings 
Care and upkeep of grounds 
Pupil transportation 
Swim pool-community 
School lunch 
Unappropriated balance 
Contingency 
Total

V ictory

Lund fielded several questions on 
class size. Answering a question pos­
ed John King, a member of the au­
dience, Lund said the schools 
average about 23 students in the 
prim ary classrooms, about 25 in the 
middle grades and about 26-27 in the 
upper grades

King also asked how many instruc­
tors were teaching elective subjects. 
Lund said there is an art teacher, 
shop teacher and home economics 
teacher at Cedar Ridge.

There are also music teachers, 
physical education teachers and 
librarians, but Lund pointed out that 
these are required courses.

Members of the audience also had 
questions on consolidation of the 
school districts, and questions about 
individual expenditures.

For example, Committee Member 
Larry Buck asked why there was a 
telephone bill listed for Sandy Ridge 
School, which is currently being used 
for storage. The phone bill was for a 
security alarm, Lund said.

The budget includes less money for 
salaries. An instructional position 
was eliminated at Kelso School due to 
a low teacher-pupil ratio. There was 
also some streamlining of the bus 
schedule and a reduction in the hours 
to be worked by teachers’ aides.

A major capital expenditure in the 
budget is »24,108.

The budget also contains an 
athletic program, which offers girls 
volleyball, boys wrestling, basketball 
for boys and girls, and track and field 
for boys and girls. Total cost is 
$16,194, of which about »4,000 w ill be 
raised through student participation 
fees.

Lund provided The Post with a 
breakdown of general fund expen­
ditures by cost and percentage. The 
athletic program, for example, is 
three-tenths of a percent of the total 
general fund. See related chart.

Cost % of budget

$2,553,353 50.4
16,194 .3

297,069 5.9
66,784 1.3
12,952 .2
35,701 .7

160,398 3.2
39,200 .8
97,881 1.9

301,851 5.9
78,811 1.6

775,042 15.3
49,841 1.0

311,098 6.1
31,783 2.6
13,517 .3

100,000 2.0
128,000 2.5

$5,069,475 too.o


