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Christmas tree season keeps pilot busy
by SCOTT NEWTON

Christmas tree grower» aren’t the 
only people who are busy during the 
holiday season. Dan Johnaon, owner 
of Johnaon Aerial Applicators in San­
dy, w ill move about 150,000 trees in a 
four-week period from about Nov. IS 
to Dec. 15.

The trees w ill go to suph disparate 
places as the East Coast and Hong 
Kong, but Johnson and his wife, 
Pam, are prim arily concerned with 
getting them from the field to where 
they can be loaded on a truck.

With his H iller 12-E helicopter, 
Johnson can pick up about 20 trees at 
a time, depending on the size. He can 
lift 1,000 pounds, so he aims for a 
900-pound load, which allows him to 
make up for any discrepancy in 
weight.

Pam is often in contact with him, 
via radio, on the ground. She also 
hauls fuel, and takes care of the of­
fice. Since they may work for as 
many as three people in one day. it is 
important to have a person on the 
ground. They often move the 
helicopter on a tra ile r as it saves on

Dan Johnson liitu a bundle of Christmas trees.
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arketing survey taken two years 
;o showed many Sandy shoppers 
Iving to Gresham and Portland to 
iy groceries.
There are 5,000 employees in 
ifeway’s Portland Division. The 
mpany invested $190 million in 
■egon fruits and produce in 1984, 
anagan said.
Safeway has been in Oregon and 
»uthwest Washington since the 
20r, and the store in Sandy w ill by , 
e 103rd in the Portland Division. 
Safeway is the largest food 
stributor in the world with 2,500 
ores and 375,000 employees They 
ade profit of $19.6 billion last year, 
lanagan said.
The Sandy store is due to open Jan.
, !nd w ill be open 24 hours a day. 
Flanagan pointed out that public 
lations people get to paint a nice 
cture of what w ill be It is “ your 
ore," she added. “ You vote with 
Mir shopping dollar."
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fuel.
They used to hire a “field man,”  

but Pam said she enjoys the work 
and being involved in the business,

Dan Johnson was recently hauling 
trees for Steve and Kim Spiegelman, 
who lives a few miles west of Sandy. 
It  was their first harvest, and they 
harvested about 4,200 trees in what 
Kim Spiegelman described as kind of 
a dry run in preparation of a larger 
harvest next year.

She said they would harvest from 
20,000 to 40,000 trees from their 
25-acre farm next year

Johnson said he regularly hauls 
trees for farmers in Eagle Creek and 
Estacada. By removing the trees 
with a helicopter, a farmer may 
plant the area that would otherwise 
be a roadway. In addition, there are 
no ruts and no stuck vehicles.

That isn’t the most important con­
sideration, though. " I t ’s mainly the 
time factor," Johnson said. "You can 
haul out so many more trees with a 
helicopter than you can with a 
truck.”

Johnson said he started getting 
serious about flying when he was 17. 
He’s 31 now, with a good 14 years of 
experience behind him.

He has been involved with the 
business for eight or nine years, and 
three years ago purchased it from his 
father. John Johnson, the owner of 
Rich’s Airport.

The Johnsons formerly used an 
airplane, applying pesticides and in­
secticides to a wide variety of crops. 
In the winter months, business slow­
ed down. With the helicopter, there 
are advantages in both the spray 
work (accuracy and safety) and in 
the variety of work available.

He has a commercial applicators 
license from the state, and attends 
training sessions yearly to keep up 
w ith  new re g u la tio n s  and 
developments in the field.

In addition to working for local 
farmers, he also works for timber 
companies and governmental agen­
cies spraying in the forests.

As a licensed a ircraft mechanic, he 
is able to save himself money and in­
sure that his own craft is safe. In­
surance and fuel are major expenses. 
A n  w helicopter sim ilar to the one he 
uses would cost 1130,000.

Johnson said he enjoys his work 
and being his own boss, although one 
gets the idea his work isn't as fun as 
it looks. This year he has flown in 
every kind of weather, including 
rain, snow and sleet. Wind gusts can 
put a halt to a day's work, he said.

When he moves Christmas trees he 
keeps his door open so he can look 
down, keeping an eye on his load. 
Keeping his door open didn’t appear 
to contribute to his comfort when he 
was working at Spiegelman's.

Asked about the danger involved

' Benefit over 20 y ears old

Dan and Pam Johnson

with his work, he compared it to 
agricultural work, logging and even 
driving a car. Apparently if  it 
bothered him, he wouldn’t be doing 
it.

Johnson said he has considered ex­
panding, but it isn’t in the cards as 
yet. “ Sometimes small is better,”  he 
said. Moving 150,000 trees in a 
month’s time is enough for now.

Christmas Basket drive is underway
The Kiwanis Club of Sandy has 

sponsored its Christmas Basket Pro­
ject for over 20 years and looks upon 
the project as a community effort in 
which the Kiwanis Club takes the in­
itiative and organizes it, but asks all 
boys, girls and adults in the commini- 
ty to help.

Members of the committee are 
Frank Marcy, chairman, Roy Brook, 
Mort Spence and Pete Sulzbach. It is 
expected there w ill be 180 to 200 ap­
plications this year.

The Christmas Basket distribution 
is planned for the morning of Satur­
day, Dec. 21. Contents of the baskets 
w ill be a generous supply of food, and 
gifts for children when appropriate.

As in the past, the committee w ill 
seek the help of children in the 
schools of our area to gather the 5,000 
canned and packaged food items. 
The area served w ill be the Sandy 
High School D istrict, which includes

Santa to
visit Sandy 
Dec. 14, 21

Santa Claus w ill be coming to town 
Saturday, Dec. 14 and Saturday, Dec. 
21. On the 14th, a breakfast with San­
ta has been scheduled at T.J.'s from 
10 a m. to noon.

Cost o f the b re a k fa s t fo r  
youngsters w ill be $1.49, which w ill 
include a choice of dollar pancakes or 
scrambled eggs, and m ilk or hot 
chocolate.

Also on the 14th, from 1 to 3 p.m., 
pictures w ill be taken at the Heritage 
Square Mall. Family portraits, pic­
tures of couples and pictures of 
children with Santa w ill be among 
the options The event is a fund raiser 
for the Greater Sandy Business 
Association, which is also sponsoring 
the breakfasts.

On Dec. 21, the breakfast w ill be 
held at Hubbell's Longburger and 
Breakfast Country.

Bull Run, Cedar Ridge, Cottrell, F ir- 
wood, Kelso, Sandy and Welches 
schools.

The Sandy Community Action 
Center w ill process applications, 
which are now being accepted. Hours 
are 9 a m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. on 
weekdays. The Action Center is 
located at 38963 Pioneer Blvd. in San­
dy. Telephone number is 668-4746,

Other applications w ill be made 
through the Clackamas County 
Social Services Division, with ap­
plicants being referred to the 
Kiwanis Club through the Salvation 
Army Christmas Basket Clearing 
Bureau, which attempts to prevent 
duplication of applications.

The Community Action Center has 
been saving the best of the toys it has 
received during the year. As in many 
past years. Dr. A1 Lamke and his 
wife, Helen, are cleaning and repair­
ing toys for the project. Citizens 
wishing to offer toys or other gifts 
suitable for children may take them 
to the Sandy Fire Hall, 17460 Bruns 
St., or to the Community Action 
C enter. O rgan iza tions  having

meetings in December may wish to 
bring wrapped gifts labeled accor­
ding to the suitable age and sex of a 
child. Gifts for older children are 
especially appreciated since most 
gifts received are for young children.

Through the generosity of Mercury 
Developm ent C orpora tion , the 
building formerly occupied by Thrift­
way at the intersection of Highways 
26 and 211, has been secured as a 
place to assemble the Christmas 
Baskets. Those recipients who can do

so w ill be asked to pick up their 
baskets between the hours of 9 and 11 
a m. on Dec. 21. Others w ill be 
delivered by friends of recipients or 
Sandy Kiwanis Club members.

Members of the Sandy community 
are invited to help the Kiwanis Club 
finance the purchase of meat, bread 
and fresh vegetables for the baskets. 
Contributions may be sent to Mel 
Barnes, club secretary, at 42451 S.E. 
Wildcat Mountain Drive, Sandy, 
97055.

Friendly Nook Gift Shop
H o m e m a d e  g ifts  •  e m b ro id e r ie s  •  a fg h a n s  

q u ilts  •  b ab y  sets •  k n ic k -k n a c k s  •  m o re  
9 :0 0  A M  - 5 :0 0  P M  M o n .-F r i.

S andy C o m m u n ity /S e n io r  C e n te r
3 8 3 4 8  P io n e e r B lvd. •  6 6 8 -5 5 6 9

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
December 6 —  9AM-5PM

revenfafiwà?

. . .be fo re  it's too la te I

PROTECT YOUR PIPES
• insulation
• heat tape
• frost-free hose bibs
• frozen pipe repair

COMPETITIVE PRICES

668-6565

GREAT DEALS

ON ANY JACUZZI
100% financing

Leisure Time 
Spa Chemicals

Professional Help 
for all your 

Plumbing Problems
STOP BY FOR ADVICE

Gardner Plumbing & 
The Plumber's Helper

Calf Forwarding:
Program in-comlng calls to 
follow you on all your holiday 
stops.
Call Waiting:
Never hear a busy signal when 
calling home — even when all 
the relatives are calling. 
Three-Way Calling:
Imagine — calling two of your 
favorite relatives at once on 
Christmas.
Speed Calling:
Get ithrough fa s t  to friends, 
relatives and your favorite 
department store.
Touchtone:
Simply touch the buttons — 
and talk.
Contact your local business 
officefor availability and 
ordering iiyformation.
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