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Move slow on
junk ordinance

The Sandy City Council appears to be taking its time in con-
sidering an ordinance concerning inoperable vehicles, logs
and junk on private property

We think this is wise, and in fact we think it would be wise if
the wheels of government moved slowly in this case

The ordinance is based on one that took about a year to put
together in West Linn. As City Manager Tom Reber pointed
out, what works in West Linn will not necessary go over in San-
dy. We agree.

The provision covering the cutting of logs into firewood
especially concerns us. This is fairly common practice in San-
dy and, in fact, the logs are not unsightly. Surely people are
not letting the logs sit for too long anyway. How much of pro
blem could it be?

It wouldn’t bother us if the provision concerning logs was
deleted altogether

People should also be given plenty of leeway concerning in-
operable vehicles. Junked cars are one matter, but the City
Council, as Mayor Deane Wesselink pointed out, should be
careful about hobbyists who may be restoring cars after hours
or on weekends

In addition, people in a scrap often have to wait a month or
so before getting the money together to buy parts to fix their
cars. Weather can also be a factor. While the city has been
cooperative in its enforcement efforts concerning the weed
abatement program, fairness should be written into the city
code and not taken for granted

While there are some people who are clearly degrading
neighborhoods by littering their yards with rundown ap-
pliances and old cars, Sandy is still semi-rural in nature. Fur-
thermore, there are more important projects for the city’s
staff, and for the taxpayer’s dollar, than the removal of in
operable cars from people’s driveways

We agree the City Council should move forward with an or
dinance, but please, let the wheels turn slowly
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