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Allow schools to
continue course

For the third time The Sandy Post is endorsing the levy of
the Sandy Elementary District. Public approval is critical this
time.,

We have supported the levy for several reasons. According
to information from the state Department of Education — as
reported in the past — the Sandy school district was well below
county- and state-wide spending averages in 1983-84.

The budget is slightly more than 1 percent larger than last
year’s, which we think is reasonable. There is an increase in
the levy rate of about 5 percent, but this is because of a
decrease in other funding sources over which the district has
no control

We also believe in the budget committee system. Budget
committee members serve three-year terms; they have the
opportunity to learn what is in the budget. Board members,
who also serve on the budget committee, deal with the budget
and, perhaps more importantly, the related programs. They
know what programs cost and whether or not they are
valuable to the educational system

The committee that worked on this year’s budget agonized
for some time over the need for a vice principal at Cedar
Ridge (a position that has since been eliminated). Need versus
expense was vigorously debated. Budget committee members
pay property taxes (00.

Some people would say that the school board hasn’t caught
on to what the public is saying, that a reduction of $125,000 in
two elections is not enough. Another way of looking at it is, if
the district could cut a half a million dollars from the budget
approved by the budget committee, then the budget commit-
tee would have been too lax. We don’t think that is the case.

When the voters rejected the sales tax in September, they
handily downed the school levy as well. The point is well
taken; the public wants less spending. Perhaps a tax limita-
tion is next. Be that as it may, the issue Nov. 5 should be
schools and not the tax structure

School closures are emotional and messy. Some people get
angry and make accusations; others get upset and shed tears.
It would be a shame to create turmoil in a school district that
otherwise runs smoothly

Promote tourism
with Measure 1

It should be relatively easy for voters to decide how to vote
on Ballot Measure 1. There is no opposition to the redistribu-
tion of the hotel/motel room tax

The Clackamas County Commissioners endorse it, the Fair
Board approves of it and the Associated Chambers of Com-
merce — of which the Sandy and Hoodland chambers are af-
filiated — are for it

The hotel/motel tax has turned into a bit of a windfall for the
county fair, and with new hotels in unincorporated Clackamads
County joining Timberline Lodge and Rippling River, it ap-
pears the tax, approved four years ago, could be even more of
a boon.

One issue in the matter is fairness. Voters approved the tax
against a relatively defenseless industry, giving incorporated
areas the opportunity to exclude themselves. In other words,
they voted in a tax on two resort hotels

A lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the measure
has been dropped; people in the industry are apparently will-
ing to let the voters decide on the redistribution

It only makes sense that the people who bring in the money
should be allowed to spend some of it to regenerate the
resource

A fraction of the money r.ow makes its way back to the Mt
Hood Recreation Association, which battles the heavy hitters
in Central Oregon with a minuscule budget

The Gold Card, Silver Card and Bronze Card programs pay
operating expenses for the Mt. Hood Recreation Association,
which is a committee of the Hoodland Area Chamber of Com-
merce

The “‘card” programs are essentially skiing packages for
the public, employees of the ski resorts and chamber
members

The monev that received now by the Recreation Associa
tion from the room tax goes for media buys and direct promo
tion of the mountain. Not one cent goes toward wages or even
paper clips

It is true that the three ski resorts and Rippling River would
benefit from the redistribution plan, but if people on the moun
tain and in Sandy want to gain access to more tourist dollars,
this is a painless start

Tourism is a clean industry with the potential of bringing
more jobs. Tourists shop in local stores for groceries and
items they may have left at home, and they eat in the
restaurants. At present, the potential for tourism hasn’t even
been tapped

3allot Measure 1 is not a new tax, and in fact the hotel/motel
tax is rarely ever paid by Clackamas County residents. This is
an issue on which the people of this end of the county should
stick together. Vote ves on Ballot Measure 1

Vote on

Now.

. - e ot Scott Newton, editor
ltorl pl nlon Kimberly Nelson, advertising representative
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