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Editorial & Opinion

Political distrust
detriment to state

Debate over the sales tax brought one sad fact of life into
focus. We don’t seem to have much faith in politicians.

The debate over the sales tax very often followed the high
road. Proponents argued for property tax relief and a secure
source of financing for schools. Opponents pointed out that the
tax break would often go to corporations with large, valuable
tracts of land — corporations with headquarters in other
states.

For every legitimate, thoughtful debate there was another,
fueled by a kind of vindictiveness. ‘“They’'re going to hang us
with that sales tax,”” was one argument. "“If we pass it, the
legislature will increase it, change it. They'll gouge us.”

The second argument draws a picture of greedy, self-
serving politicians seeking to saddle us with unbridled govern-
ment, unwanted services, fraud and waste.

With its unfavorable portrait of tourists, the pro-sales tax
group proved itself every bit as capable of taking the low road
as the anti-sales tax group.

Sadly, news that a senior citizens group’s stand on the sales
tax may have been misrepresented — the subject of a recent
lawsuit — even makes us question the validity of the state’s
Voters’ Pamphlet.

While we should never forgo a good, hard look at govern-
ment at any level, it may be time to think of ourselves as the
government. It is not an ‘““Us against Them’ process.

Legislators in Oregon are often working people. We asked
them to solve our problem with high property taxes, and
balancing the state’s budget with a sales tax was a viable
alternative. We do not believe it was the legislature’s intent to
trick us, but rather to fashion a good sales tax and see if that
was, indeed, what the public wanted.

Such distrust of government filters down to the local level.
We like, trust and appreciate what individual members of
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school boards or city councils do, but we wonder why, on the
whole, they don’t crack down on sloth and waste.

Without a doubt there is waste in government at the state
and local level, and probably some out-and-out fraud.

But we might also want to consider that taxes are high
because we demand that roads be built and maintained, we
want schools open and we need water lines and sewage treat-
ment plants.

It is our duty to participate in the democratic process. For
the people who have made the effort to do just that, politics is
taken out of the realm of bogeymen and is an interesting battle
of give-and-take.

A little distrust is healthy, but the sales tax debate pointed
out the pendulum needs to swing back the other way.
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