
Boring family farm honored
A m o n g  f o u r

added to list
by CHRISTINE BIERMAN

Former Civil War Gen Ulysses S. 
Grant was president and Boring not 
yet a town when William H and 
Sarah Boring homesteaded 160 acres 
off of what is now Southeast Kelso 
Road.

That was in 1874
And, although the Borings were far 

from the first settlers here, the town 
came to bear their surname. Their 
farm too w ill bear a Century Farm 
designation soon

The Boring farm at 28475 S.E. 
Kelso Road, now owned by Willard 
•‘B ill”  and Frances Boring, w ill be 
one of four in Clackamas County so 
recognized at next week’s fa ir in Can­
by.

Their farm, along with the Wed- 
deler farm in Boring, the Sutter farm 
in Eagle Creek and the Peter Heater 
farm in Sherwood, w ill become Cen­
tury Farms in a brief ceremony at 
3:45 pm . Aug 14 on the county 
fairgrounds outdoor stage

A, 111 years of age, the Boring's 
farm ranks as the eldest of the four, 
according to Ken Fitzgerald, fa ir 
spokesman.

Clackamas County H is to rica l 
Society President Hilda Minnickel 
w ill present the farm owners with 
plaques, which w ill serve as roadside 
markers, she said Century Farms 
are designated every five years

They must have stayed in the same 
family for at least 100 years, consist 
of at least 10 acres of farmland, and 
gross at least $500 annually from fa r­
ming for three of the last five years, 
said Chick Wellman of the Oregon 
Historical Society. Descendents of 
the farm's founders need not live 
there but must farm the land

The Borings live and — and with 
their son. Bob — raise cattle on the 20 
acres remaining in the family The 
rest of the land has been sold over the 
years, B ill said

" I  guess the only thing you’d say 
that's original on the place are the 
maple trees," he said, looking out the 
living room window at three maple 
trees shading the front yard and 
Kelso Road Five were planted in 
1883

A ll o f the fa rm 's  o r ig in a l 
build ings—including a one room 
school provided by the Borings from 
1883-1904-are gone The Borings' 
31-year-old home replaces a two- 
story house that occupied the school 
site when its ownership reverted to 
the family.

The farm has seen six generations, 
since B ill’s grandparents moved 
there west from Illinois by train, then 
by boat, in 1874 William H Boring 
had fought in the Civil War and farm ­
ed his mother's property by then

He had heard about the area from a 
half brother who settled here Choos­
ing between an 80-acre section north 
of Portland and a 160-acre piece in 
Boring. William and Sarah Boring

Bill Boring is dwarfed by three 102 year-old maple trees, his family's farm. 
They are the only physical reminder of the beginnings of
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homesteaded in 1874.
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decided on the latter because of its 
size and fe rtility , B ill said.

They spent the next two years 
"proving up”  on their claim by clear­
ing and building. A framed deed to 
the section bears President Grant’s 
signature.

With most of the land covered by 
old-growth tim ber and w ith  no 
market for the wood, the Borings 
were forced tn burn many ancient 
trees as they cleared the farm, Bill 
said " I t  kind of brings tears to your 
eyes," he said.

The Borings grew food for the 
family on about 60 acres; they had 
sold the rest Later, potatoes, dairy 
cows and strawberries were raised 
there.

When their son, Orville, born in 
1879, was ready to attend school, they 
built one on an acre. It came to be 
known as the Boring's School.

The now-towering maple trees 
were planted around that time. “ I ’ve 
raked a lot of leaves from those 
trees," B ill grinned

The area acquired the name “ Bor­
ing" after the railroad came through, 
Bill said. The reason? "The only 
thing in the area that had a name was 
the school,”  he says.

Population growth dictated that 
the school be moved to a four-room 
building on Richey Road. Several 
years later (1910), B ill was born in 
the Boring's School-turned-home.

Orville whittled the farm down to 
40 acres by the time of his death in 
1957 B ill and ms brother, Lester, 
divided the land in half Lester sold 
his share Bill obviously did not.

He maintained the place as a farm 
while working full-time in the Boring 
School D istrict and the Sandy High 
School District He retired in 1977

B i l l  says he hopes—and 
believes—that the farm w ill continue 
to be passed on through the Boring 
generations.

His is one of some 85 properties in 
Oregon becoming eligible for Cen­
tury Farm designation this year, he 
said. There are about 900 total in the 
state, B ill says.

The Century Farm  program  
recognizes the importance of the 
family farm and laments their fading 
numbers, Minnickel said. “ It is 
hoped that the Century Farms w ill 
continue to be in the fam ily,”  she 
says.

“ The family farms have been cut 
up into tiny little  tracts. There are so 
few of them in the U.S.," said Min­
nickel

She blames their disappearance 
partly on parents' failure to educate 
their youngsters about the value of 
land

Gresham
Community Theatre 

Presents

Thurs. through Saturdays
August 8 through 24 

8:00 pm
Matinee August f8 

2:00 pm 
at

Mt. Hood
C om m unity College 

Theatre
26000 SE Stark, Gresham

Tick««* $6 00 Adult*. $4.00 Senior*/ 
student*. $3.00 Children.

MHCC Bom Office open 
3-6 pm Wed. Sot.

Call 667-7154
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8-HourVHSl4-Dey VCR Remote VHS 8-HourVCR
Speed search, stop action, slow Speed search, stop action multi-
m o tio n , fra m e  f / k / k * *  
a d va n ce , m u lt i v~JU f  
function remote! L U !

function remote —
and 10-day pro- S n f j f f
grammabie'

Zenith 19" 
Walnut Color TV

Obituaries

School’s Coming. 
Remember The Dental Checkup.

It's hard to  be lieve  tha t sum m er is a lm ost over. 
Now is the tim e  to s ta rt p reparing  the kids fo r 
school. Besides the new  clothes and a rrang ing  one 
last w eekend trip , rem em ber th e ir  den ta l checkups. 
O ur frie n d ly  and sk illfu l s ta ff loves the youngsters 
and our stereo headphones help them  re lax . Call 
today, ou r fees are re lax ing , too.

Zenith 13-lnch 
Auto-Color Portable

Automatic color control and automatic 
fine tuning. 2-1 modular chassis, eiec-

Chromasharp picture tube tor bril­
liant color reception1 Automatic 
color control, tuning

25" Electronic Tune Color
Automatic color tracking, oak fin­
ish cabinet. Ac- 
cuFilter black ma­
trix picture'
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Touch Control Microwave
Take It anywherel Electronic touch 
contro ls for fast 
and easy program­
ming! Clock, 10 
powers, memory!s497

Electronic Touch- 
Control Microwave

*197

Tammy
New lands

Tammy Sue Newlands, 16, of San­
dy, died July 31 from injuries suf­
fered in an automobile accident

She was born March 3, 1969 in 
Portland to Ronald and Susan 
Newlands She grew up and attended 
schools in the Sandy area She had 
completed her sophomore year at 
Sandy High School

Newlands had worked as a hostess 
al the Tollgate Inn for the last one- 
and-one-half years. She enjoyed 
sports and gardening

She is survived by her parents, 
Ronald and Susan Newlands, a 
sister, Elizabeth Newlands, and a 
brother, James Newlands, all of San­
dy; and her grandparents, George 
and Wanda l,ake of Gresham, and 
Tom and Etta Newlands of Fairview

Services for Newlands were held 
Aug 3 at the Sandy Baptist Church 
The Sandy Funeral Home made the 
arrangements

The family suggests memorial con­
tributions to the Tammy Newlands 
Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 41, Sandy 
97055

9

Jerry Hale
Jerry A "Buddy" Hale, the son of 

Charity Hale of Sandy, died Aug 3 at 
his Salem home.-He was 44

The funeral service was held Aug 7 
in the Sandy Funeral Home chapel. 
Interment followed at the Sandy 
Ridge Cemetery in Boring

Jerry Hale was horn on Oct. 13, 
1940 in Pittsburg, Kan When he was 
two years of age, his fam ily came to 
Oregon They first lived in the 
Rockwood area until they moved to 
Boring where he spent most of his 
childhood

He has lived in Salem since 1957
He is survived by his mother, 

Charity Hale, Sandy; his brother, 
Gerald Hale, Sandy; and two sisters, 
Geraldine Delherage and Sherry 
Bennett, both of Boring
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Whirlpool 18-lb. 
M ulti-Cycle Dryer

WHIRLPOOL MULTI-CYCLE 
BUILT-IN DISHWASHER

3 9056  Pioneer Blvd. • Sandy, OR

DR. HYLAND SPEAKS TO YOU ABOUT HEALTH:

ASK YOUR DOCTOR
Q. Why is it that one's back 

can suddenly "go out" — 
can get very painful sudden­
ly — from some innocuous 
act such as stepping off a 
curb or bending flown to tie 
a shoe?

A Behind most "sudden back 
In ju ries" are years o l bad 
posture, lack o f exercise  
and conditioning, too much 
s illin g , the many jo lts and 
bumps over the years, bad 
body balance and life 's  
w ear and fear on the body 
structure The " lit t le "  thing  
that caused the back in ju ry  
w a s  m e r e ly  th e
p rec ip ita to r

Q. Can those Injuries and pain 
be prevented?

A You con help p reven t them  
by p ractic ing  good posture  
ana body balance in your 
do lly  life , by cond itioning  
your body w ith  w ith  proper 
exercise and d ie t and bv 
regu la r checkups and ad ­
justm ents by your doctor of 
chiropractic. These w ill help  
keep your spine m obile  and 
your body structure balanc­
ed

Q. How do you keep body 
balance In dolly octivlties?

A Three basic rules are (1) 
m ain ta in  the na tu ra l con-

tours of your spine as much 
as possible; (2) always flex 
your knees when bending  
or lift in g  and (3) ovoid  
to rs o -tw is tin g  Here are  
some o ther hints Squat the 
way a ch ild  does — or 
O rien ta ls  do — not like  a 
baseball catcher Keep your 
low er legs perpend icu la r to 
the ground, pu t your weight 
on your heels and go down  
only as fo r as com fortab le  
— usua lly  obout cho ir- 
height fo r adults When you 
w alk , swing your arms and  
ro ta te  your trunk When s it­
ting  at a desk, keep your 
spine stra ight, your fee t fla t 
on the flo o r (or e levated  on 
a book or tw o) When d riv ­
ing, women should not 
w e a r h igh  heels They 
elevate  the ankle  in to  an 
a w kw a rd  pos ition  Keep 
practic ing  good posture and  
good body balance It w ill 
become m ore and m ore  
natu ra l and help you save 
your back.

Do You Hove Questions About 
Chiropractic Core?
Stop In And Let Dr Hyland  
Explain His Core M ethod

It s Com plim entary.
O f Course 1

Dr. Hyland Maintains His Practice At:
SANDY CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

668-5822 39100 Proctor Blvd.
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Large toe treezer meet 
drawer dairy storage 
and door aheiver

1 0 visits
6 am

Private rooms e 2 beds

To help keep 
you cool,
Haircut Special
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___J WHIRLPOOL
UPRIGHT POOD FREEZER

Holds over 315 lbs of frozen 
food1 Door shelves, 
textured 
steel door! *287

ONLY
28”

WIDE!
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I f  we can’t BEAT 
your BEST P R IC E .. .
We'll give you 3 Ibe. of

FOLGER’S COFFEE!

PORTLAND AT GRESHAM
72nd 4 N E SANDY 2 140 N W BURNStDE

249-1980 LOCATIONS 681-9888


