
Grimsley
continued from  pogo 11

The num ber one problem , G rim sley, 
sat at his desk, no is ily  sh u fflin g  papers. 
He looked up  and his beady, lit t le  eyes 
behind the w ire -fram ed glasses bore 
in to  Joe and made h im  sweat. G rim sley 
sh ifted his pudginess in  the creaky cha ir 
and set his glasses on the desk. Then he 
stared Fvervone knew tha t i f  any th ing  
cou ld  give the devil fros tb ite , it was 
G rim sley’s stare.
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Joe shivered and m enta lly slapped 
h im self fo r do ing  so.

“ I assume you are here to  converse 
about yo u r grade, M r. Beckley.”  The 
th ick  English accent was veiled w ith  the 
o do r o f  pastram i. Joe nodded.

“ 1 also assume tha t you  feel you 
deserve a higher m ark than you 
received."

D arn  sure, Joe though t. He nodded 
again.

“ M ay  I see yo u r report card, please?"
Joe hesitated, then w ithd rew  the 

crum pled paper from  his pocket. He

hurried ly  straightened it and handed it 
to  the w a iting  hand.

“ A n d  jus t w ha t do  you feel is w rong 
w ith  th is grade, M r. Beckley?”

Joe summoned up a ll o f  his courage. 
“ M y  percentage was in  the C  range, and 
I ’m attentive in  class."

“ Q u ite  so. W ell, tha t sounds like  a 
w orthw h ile  exp lana tion ."

Joe’s eyes a lm ost popped ou t as M r. 
G rim s ley  reached in to  his desk fo r a 
new copy o f  Joe ’s report card, w hich he 
handed to  Joe. It was identica l to  the 
o rig ina l report card, except it read:

Advanced chem istry C.
S ilen tly , Joe stared at it. then picked 

it up and care fu lly  placed it in his 
pocket. He turned and walked tow ard 
the door. “ M r. G rim sley, w hy was it so 
easy?"

“ I wanted to  know  i f  you cared 
enough to  com p la in  i f  you were graded 
un fa irly . It seems that so many d o n 't."

Joe turned to  face M r. G rim sley and 
sm iled. “ O h, and, M r. Grim sley, 
thanks ."

“ N o p rob lem ."
Joe walked ou t the d oo r, shut it and 

sm iled. He stood fo r  awhile, but his 
sm ile disappeared as he remembered 
M ike . He tore  o ff dow n the hall to  get 
M  ike ’s sp irits, and maybe his grade, up.

The neighborhood clean-up party  

was go ing  well. I t  was fun  fo r  the 
adults and the kids to  w o rk  together, 

but it was hard w ork  —  especially 
hau ling  gravel to  repair the sides o f the 
road.

“ W h e w !" exclaimed R icky  as he 
dum ped a w heelbarrow  fu ll o f  gravel. 
“  That s tu ff is heavy. There must be a 
m illio n  rocks in  there."

“ As a m atter o f fa c t.”  said Randy, 
“ there ’s a litt le  over a hundred 
thousand not a m illio n ."

"W h a t makes you th ink  you know  so 
m uch. You co u ld n ’t possibly know  
how  m any rocks there arc in  a 
w heelbarrow  load o f g rave l," cha l­
lenged R icky.

“ As a m atter o f  fa c t," repeated 
Randy, “ I do  know . Yesterday when I 
was w a iting  fo r  the rest o f the g roup to  
show up, I counted a load. It took 
a lm ost tw o  hours, and there were jus t 
over a hundred thousand. I know  what 
, ’m ta lk in g  a b o u t," he added smugly.

John Young spoke up at that point. 
“ I th in k  yo u ’re b lu ffin g  You cou ldn 't 
have counted those rocks yesterday." 

W hat made John skeptical?
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