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Sandy skiers take second place at state race

■Senior Eric Marler in the giant slalom

Photos by M arty M orrisonSenior Dave Lambert on the ridge

named ‘king of the hill’Sarich is
tall Marter. skiing as the 65 racer on 
the slalom, came in 15 place.

Junior Tim Kasch was right on the 
tails of M arter’s skis from the star 
ting gate to the finish gate as he also 
made it into the top twenty with a 17 
place finish. Senior Peter Valian 
shook off a spin-out seven gates from 
the finish to take 45 place.

While the boys slalom course was a 
smooth flowing course, the girls had 
to navigate a tight awkward slalom 
course

For Marcy Huff, being the first 
racer on the course was a disadvan­
tage as she fell victim to the tight 
turns several times

" I t  was a terrible course, there was 
no rhythm to it at a ll,"  said Huff

The course didn't seem to slow Hoi 
ly Sarich down, as the Pioneer's se­
cond seed cooked a third place finish 
to lead the girls team to a fifth  place 
finish.

Fourth seed Tahnee Swanton, put 
in the hot seat as third seed Jennifer 
Day took several falls, skied a fast 
stand-up run for Karsten posting a 
ninth place finish and the Pioneers 
second qualifying lime

Just when it looked as if the girls 
would rally to a strong finish with the 
times of the last two seeds, fifth  seed 
Amy Lynch took a fall. That left 
Huffs run. with a crash, to stand as 
the Pioneers third qualifying time 
Huff finished in 57 place, as Sylvia 
Hertrich took 62 place, while Lynch 
and Day flushed in 6K and 76 place 
respectively.

While slaloms are generally a two 
run event, this years slalom was held 
to one run as the second run was 
cancelled because of the lack of 
daylight

lin  Friday, the Sandy skiers put on 
their helmejs and longer skis for the 
high speed giant slalom w hich began 
in the Upper how l on Downhill run 
and descended dow n Dog-Leg run in 
to the lower bowl.

The course was set last and long, 
and the snow was extremely hard, 
which increased the speeds and d if­
ficulty of the giant slalom significant

she jokingly said, “ today wasn't a 
good day for the Days.”

With Day's fall, all hopes were 
once again pinned on Swanton, hut 
they were quickly dashed as she dis 
qualified on the top section after 
missing a gate.

tin the giant slalom it was Lynches 
turn to pull a rabbit out of the hat. as 
the tilth  seed skier got the Pioneer's 
second qualifying lime with her 16 
place finish

The Pioneers alternate. Nichole 
Schoulen, posted 111»’ essential third 
qualifying lime with her 46 place 
finish

The results were belter for the 
hoys, as Sarich set the track for the 
Pioneers with a smart line and a se­
cond place finish

Alter the first seed Ixiys completed 
their run, the course, with all it's 
deep chatter markes. looked like a 
winding flight ot stairs

Second seed. Day, "stubbed his 
toe" on one of the stairs causing his 
ski pop off However, the rough 
course didn't disenchant the Pioneer

" I  liked that course I took it 
straight." said Day. as Karsten 
replied humorously, "straight into 
the hole "

Day completed his run finishing in 
86 place.

Fourth seed Brian Silvey, who 
prefers to race giant slaloms, showed 
why taking 18 place for the Pioneer's 
second qualifying lime

This year the Sandy skiers fell 
short of their dreams at the state 
high school championships, but kept 
the winning tradition burning as 
Steve Sarich renew ed his title  as king 
of the mountain

While many have visions of last 
years Pioneers taking dual stale 
titles still in mind, in 1886. Mountain 
View and Clackamas proved to he the 
swiftest teams on the slopes, as the 
girls from Bend took a state title and 
the bovs from Clackamas took the 
other.

Sandy also had to give up it's team 
combined trophy to the Mountain 
View team as the Pioneers took a dis­
tant second place.

According to Sandy coach Robert 
Karsten, the Pioneers weren't out 
classed at the two day event held last 
Thursday and Friday on the Pioneers 
home turf at M irror Mountain

"The reason is, we held back a l it ­
tle and the competition didn't, they 
let ’em rip  and we got beat.”

That reasoning of course didn’t ap­
ply to the “ Stever" Sarich as the 
quiet senior skied to a first place 
finish m the slalom on Thursday as 
he led the Pioneers to a first place 
finish in the slalom Second seed Jeff 
Day brought in the second qualifying 
time as the senior crossed the finish 
line two seconds liehind Sarich for 
sixth place Eric Marter posted the 
third qualifying tune on a "stand-up" 
run as third seed Brian Silvey took a

The difficulty was appearant as 
most of the racers fell on the lop set 
tion of the course

According to Karsten, the survival 
rate on the giant slalom was approx 
miately 45 percent

Huff was fortunate to be in the lust 
seed on this day as the latter seeds 
had Io contend with chatter marks in 
the gates The senior took full ad 
vantage ol her [xisilion. leading the 
Sandy girls to a fifth place finish with 
her third place (terformance

For the sophomore Sarich. the top 
section spelled "frustra tion," as she 
lost her ski on the third gale Sarich 
finished Hie course, but finished in a 
disappointing 75 place

The frustration continued, as Day 
also look a fall on the hard ice. leav 
ing the Pioneers still without a se 
cond qualifying tune After the race 
was over, and her older brother Jell 
had also tell victim to the icy slojie.

Senior Brian Silvey in the giant slalom

Senior Marcy Huff in the giant slalom

Senior Jeff Dav in the slalom. Sandy High School's ski team
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