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SUHS students let Santa off with mistrial

by HANK EMRICH

It looked as though astute
legal minds would have to
be called in to sort out the
confusion surrounding the
trial of Santa Claus at

Mrs. Claus
(Stacl L=athers)

Cedar Ridge School Mon-
day
Two women claimed to

be Mrs. Claus, and at-
torneys from one side in-
sisted eight reindeer
powered Santa's sled while
attorneys for the other in-
sisted there were nine.

The trial was a project of
Len E£aton’s street law
classes at Sandy High
School and was presented
for Cedar Ridge students in
rights and responsibilities
classes. Local attorney
Judy Grant served as judge
in the proceedings, pro-
viding the legal mind to

correctstudents’ en-
thusiastic, if not always
proper, courtroom man-

Santa Claus was charged
with trespassing, disturb-
ing the peace, pollution and
cruelty to animals.

The state of Oregon,
represented by students
Shelley Daffron, Glenda
Dimmick, and Mindy-Kaye
Stines, tried to convince the
jury that Santa Claus yells

loudly in the middle of the
night, disturbing all who
have settled down for a
long winter's night.

In addition, it was charg-
ed that he was cruel to his
reindeer by whipping them
and making them pull a
sleigh filled with many
packages through the air
over many miles.

The district atterneys
charged him with entering
homes late at night to steal
cookies and milk.

The final charge of pollu-
tion, thrown out because
there is no specific law on
the books, was levied
because of his alleged will-
ingness to allow the
reindeer to take care of
their “‘basic instincts’’ any
place they wished.

Prosecution and defense
each produced a witness
who claimed to be Mrs.
Santa Claus, with the
state's witness saying she
loved Mr. Claus but just

wished he would stay home
for one Christmas Eve.

Testimony was heard
from a reindeer trainer, an
elf, a child and a variety of
other witnesses. The state
presented a somewhat con-
vincing case, despite hav-
ing photographic evidence
disallowed for being of
“coloring book' quality.
The photos allegedly show-
ed the entire sequence of
the events of the evening
prior to Christmas.

The case was convincing
enough to keep the jury
deadlocked for all of 15
minutes before it was an-
nounced they were unable
to reach a unanimous deci-
gion on any of the charges.

“Judge" Grant declared
a mistrial, dismissing all
charges with the admoni-
tion that the state was not
precluded from bringing
the charges again at a later
date.

Perhaps next December.

Post office battles rush

The new post office in
Sandy is getting its biggest
test yet, and apparently is
passing with flying colors

Holiday mail volume is
more than it has ever been,
according tc Postmaster
Arnold Becker, and
workers are able to keep

“The new facility makes
all the difference in the

world,"” said Becker

Becker said many
employees are working
long hours during the
Christmas season. The post
office is also making an ex-
tra mail run to facilitate in-
creased activity

The Sandy post office is
handling approximately
50,000 pieces of mail a day
and is also a transfer point

Of auctioneers association

Spence elected president

Paul Spence, a full-time
auctioneer who has sold
everything from cakes for

Boy and Girl Scouts to
working lumber yard li-
quidations, was elected
president of the Oregon
Auctioneers Association
Dec. 11 at Woodburn.

Spence, who lives on
Bornstedt Road with his
wife, Louise, has been an
auctioneer full time for six

years.

He owns Paul Spence
Auction Service, and in ad-
dition is a senior associate
auctioneer for the Auction
Corporation of America,
Portland

When the economy Is

good, Spence said the auc-
tioneering business can be
good. “In bad times, auc-
tioneering is really good,”

for six other offices.

The busiest time of day
for the office is between 4
and 5 p.m., with lines mov-
ing swiftly at most other
times of the day. There are
three full-time clerks in the
office, six full-time car-
riers, two part-time clerks,
and four part-time car-
riers.

““They really work

Spence said. Liquidating
large outfits doesn't have
much effect, but Spence
said it “really bothers me"’
to liquidate a small
business.

Spence has lived in San-
dy 11 years. He worked as a
carpenter for 25 years
before becoming an auc-
tioneer

“You learn something
new with every sale”
Spence said.

Along with his work,
Spence is known for the 15
or so charity auctions he
does every year,

The Oregon Auctioneers
Association has about 230
members statewide, with
about 18 auctioneers work-
ing full time

hard," said Becker, “We
really have a dedicated
group of employees "

There is still some hope
for last minute shoppers
and mailers, according to
Becker.

“‘With Express Mail,
customers can reach many
cities overnight, if mailed
by 5 p.m."” he said.

Items weighing up to 70
pounds can be sent by Ex-
press Mail. The service in-
cludes merchandise in-
surance coverage up to
$500 at no additional
charge. The sender can ap-
ply for a full refund of
postage if a shipment is
late.

The same service is also
available at the Boring post
office. More information
may be obtained by calling
the post office in Sandy at
6684044, or the Boring of-
fice at 663-4506.

Prosecuting attorney Glenda Dimmick presents closing
arguments. The jury, from left to right: Christine Milne,

Clinic on

drugs beld

Health teachers f[rom
Sandy High School and
Cedar Ridge attended a
drug in-service program
sponsored by the high
school Saturday.

High school officials
recently rewrote the health
curriculum, and felt the
drug education sequence
needed updating, accor-
ding to Randy Hutchinson,
department chairman.

Mark Miller, director of
the drug education center
at the University of
Oregon, led the in-service.
Feeder districts were in-
vited to participate, but on-
ly Jim Duff of Cedar Ridge
attended.

Hutchinson said the in-
service was organized on a
tight time line, but they
wanted to receive the pro-
gram by Christmas.

Miller presented ‘‘very
specific information on
drug abuse, from caffeine
to cocaine and |
in between," said Hutchin-
son.

‘Travel Tips

by TOM WEST

of Damascus Travel Service

CRUISING MEXICO PART 1

MANZANILLO - Beoch lovers will enjoy Santiogo Bay and
Les Hodos Cove, where yellow sonds streaked with block
provide o unique sunbathing experience. The main hotel
complex Is o series of brilliont white bulldings combining

Mediterronean ond Moorish designs

The tropical jungle

o by Hank Emrich
Lisa Pierce, Nina Kellams, Rich Castille, Ken Jepson,
Dana Vedder,

Wishing you the
best holiday season

George Morgan
Local Representative

Walrad
Insurance Agency
Sandy
668-4421
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Ten Eyck, a producer
and breeder of registered
simmental cattle, has been
active in the association for
many years, serving on the
board of directors and
special committees. He
held the vice president’s of
fice during 1983
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Marie and Lynn A. Cox of
Sandy, has completed
basic training at Fort Mc-
Clellan, Alabama.
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