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ting upward.

the tuber in place.

Begonia tubers should be planted in
flats using a mixture of equal parts of
peat moss and coarse sand. Press the
tubers into the mixture, making sure that
the growing leaf bud on the tuber is poin-

Space the tubers two to three inches
apart in the flat and keep them in a dark
room at a temperature of 60-65degrees F.

In six weeks transplant the tubers to six
inch pots or outdoors in a cool, lightly
shaded area of the garden.

Dahlia tubers should be divided before
spring planting if that hasn't already
been done. Plant the tubers after the
danger of frosi is past and the soil has
warmed enough to allow rapid growth.

If the dahlias will be planted in a clay
soil, amend the heavy soil with peat moss
or compost to give the plant a better
growing condition. When planting, work
14 cupful of bone meal or 5-10-10 fertilizer
into the bottom of the planting hole. Then
add several inches of soil before putting

If the dahlia is the tall, bushy type, sup-
port it against strong winds by staking.

April is the month to
work on bulb plants

April is usually the best time to take
stored plant material out of storage and
begin preparing it for the move outdoors.

Fuchsias, geraniums, and tuberous
begonias and dahlias should be taken out
of their storage containers and sorted
and inspected in preparation for the spr-
ing growing season, says Ray McNeilan
of Gresham, an Oregon State University
Extension home gardening agent.
Discard any plant material or tubers that
have become moldy or diseased.

Prune the tops of potted fuchsias back
to eight inches from the top of the pot.
Then place them in a location indoors
where they will get a lot of sunshine and
warm temperatures. Water the plant on-
ly when needed. When outdoor
temperatures are consistently above
freezing, the fuchsia can be moved out-

doors.

Potted geraniums should be handled
the same way as fuchsias except that
tops of geraniums should be pruned back
to four inches from the top of the pot,
McNeilan says.

The right improvements
can add value to house

Perhaps you know a
homeowner who needed
more room for a growing
family and opted for expan-
sion to the attached garage.
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and selling price, realtors,
appraisera and financial in-
stitutions can advise you on
valued improvements in
your area. In some areas an
attractive deck can clinch

with home shoppers.

There are minor im-

property look well and pro-
sperous favorably influence
the sale. Attractive land-

pays off. There are many
minor improvements that

cracked plaster; wash dirty
walls, paint interior and ex-
terior where needed; fix
broken tiles and leaky
facuets; replace it with good
basic or gold. A buyer
will be distracted by

Fluorescent lighting saves

Because it's easy to use
more lighting than is needed
around the house, most peo-
ple try to save on their elec-
tric bill by conscientiously
turning off lights.

Try attacking the problem
from another angle, sug-
gests Marilyn Lunner,
Clackamas County Exten-
sion agent. Install energy-
efficient fluorescent lighting
fixtures.

The use of fluorescent
lighting is the easiest way to
save both money and
energy. When fluorescent
lighting is substituted for in-
candescent lighting in the
home, savings on electrical
energy frequently averages
45 percent and in some cases
on record savings have been
as high as 65 percent.

“Fluorescent lamps pro-
duce three to four times
more light than incandes-
cent lamps of the same wat-
tage, and the fluorescent
lamps last seven to 10 times
longer,"’ notes Sue
Badenhop, Oregon State
University Extension hous-
ing and management
specialist.

‘““Although fluorescent
light fixtures have been the
standard for business and in-
dustry for years, most
homeowners have hestitated
to use them because of the
limited selection of attrac-
tive fixtures,'' says
Badenhop. Some people also
object to the harsh effects of

the cool light from fluores- cent lights are now availble
cent tubes. that are suitable for most
‘““However, newer fluores- home lighting needs.”
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