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Most homeowners turn their attention to
their yards in the spring. But with very lit-
tle money, a fresh, new look can be created
inside the house too

“People need to realize what a little bit
of change in their home can do for them,”
says Pam Onchi, co-owner of House Gift
Store in Gresham and the Country Willow
in Yamhill Market Place in Portland. On-
chi is also a decorator and consultant for
homeowners who want to furnish their
homes

And Barbara Davis, a Troutdale interior
decorator, suggests simple tricks can
make a home feel spring-fresh without
refurnishing an entire room

New paint, the two women say, always
makes a room look fresh and clean, “‘but
can make your furniture look old and terri-
ble,"” laughs Davis

Here then, are their suggestions, room
by room, to bring spring indoors

Livingroom

® Put slipcovers on your upholstered
furniture, suggests Davis. She recom
mends a complementary print, denim
stripe or a small geometric print for a spr
ing and summer look

@ Take down the winter snowscene pic
tures on the wall and put up a floral photo
or painting, suggests Onchi

“I really wouldn't want to look at a snow
scene in the summer,” she says. “So
maybe a floral painting will make you feel
more like spring."’

@ “Put away the baskets of pinecones
and rotate in pots in those baskets of
marigolds or geraniums from your yard,”’
Onchi says. “‘Probably the best decorating
tool in spring and summer is f(resh
flowers."

® Onchi suggests putting away the
heavy decorative pieces and invest in
some brass items like dolphins or ducks or
light airy vases or ceramic pieces

ghten home

e Use one large, live, green plant as a
focal point in the living room, says Davis
Maybe remove a piece of furniture to
make room for the plant to open up some
space and make things seem cooler

Kitchen

@ A new set of colorful canisters always
makes the kitchen look fresh, suggests On
chi

® Change the window treatment, recom-
mends Davis, by making new curtains or
perhaps taking the curtains down
altogether in spring and summer for a
cooler effect

® Onchi says it's best to keep the
background colors in the kitchen neutral
so the complementary colors can be
changed at whim

“In my kitchen my countertops are
white and my refrigerator is white and my
floor is oak. I can bring in any color I want
and change it at any time,"”’ she says

® Put away the tablecloths and the
heavy woven placements and get out your
white linens, Onchi says. ‘“‘Some people
even have a different set of dishes for
warmer weather."

® Or Davis advises skirting the kitchen
table to the floor with a fresh cotton,
“‘unless you have children who eat peanut
butter sandwiches.”

® Davis also receommends getting rid
of the clutter

"Nothing looks more fresh than clean
countertops. People generally have too
much stuff on their counters,’’ Davis says.

Bathroom

® Bring in a light floral potporri in the
bathroom or in any reom, says Onchi.

® Invest in one set of solid colored
towels in the dark accent shade in your
bathroom, recommends Onchi. Put them
on a towel rack or roll them up in a basket
on the floor. “It will make the room feel
cooler.”

® If you really want to splurge, says
Davis, put a skylight in the bathroom.
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