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The Séntly Post
Editorial & Opinion

Negotiate Heritage Square

Earl's Gun Sha~k of Sandy is
fleeing Heritage Square and its
threat of business shutdown for
lack of offstreet parking over LID
4 failure.

Let’s hope the panic stops here
and that the seven property
owners adjacent to the 63-space
parking lot come to terms with the
city to negotiate a local improve-
ment district. That would allow
the city to recover losses for work
already done and allow
businesses to retain their licenses
with legal offstreet parking.

Actually all adjacent businesses
in the city core parking lot may
get their business licenses renew-
ed now and continue negotiating
through their landlords in good
faith for a settlement.

The city holds the bag for
$97,000 borrowed money for lot
construction and by state law
must clear the debt from the
books by July 1. To do this, Sandy
has put the 33,000-square-foot lot
on the block to sell and will open
bids 10 a.m. May 22.

Until May, however, businesses
may continue to operate with
valid business licenses. However
if the municipal lot is sold then,
many adjacent businesses may be
in violation of city code that re-
quires them all to have adequate
offstreet parking.

Earl Spink said he’s moving his
gun shop to Gresham across from
Fred Meyer April 1, because he's
afraid of losing his license with in-
adequate offstreet parking soon.
He also explains, however, that he
found cheaper rent down the road.

Indeed, many Heritage Square
area shops have moved or plan
moves for reasons other than the
LID scare of revoked licenses. Mt.
Hood Hospice upstairs from
Earl’'s Gun Shack found more
room and lower rent at 17270 S.E.
Bluff in the former site of Sandy
Printing. They’ll move in April.
Also, Montgomery Ward catalog
store has moved into the Gordon
Stone Building on the next block,
but only to secure better space
and visibility.

City Manager Tom Reber said
more than half the involved pro-
perty owners of the five-year-old
LID project have agreed to
negotiate a settlement. That
would bail out the businesses and
bail out the city who really doesn’t
want to sell the parking lot from
under them. It also would prevent
Sandy’s commercial core from
become a vacant eyesore.

Now's the time for a few hard-
headed property owners to pull up
a chair to the bargaining table.
Please come to the party. (VB)

School candidates should speak

Turbulent Bull Run School
District March 29 faces a key
board election that would have
benefited from a candidates’ open
forum.

In fact, most board hopefuls and
Bull Run Community Club
members appear in favor of such
an exchange for its informational
value to voters and the district as
a whole. After all, a school in tran-
sition needs to air the best ideas
from all corners of the room. Also,
such a discussion might have
given voters some help in making
good choices at the polls.

Unfortunately, one or two of the
candidates reportedly shied from
the public exposure, and the com-
munity get-together is off.

We think that's unfortunate.
Bull Run needs to establish close
rapport with its district after the
recent flap that resuited in recall
of board members Ron Jantz and
James Bollerman. Resignation of
other board member Sherrie
Marlow left a board with some
directors fairly new in the saddle.

Facing off March 29 are can-
didates Gloria Yankauskas and
Kathy Quiett for a one-year term,
while Marty Stewart opposes
Vicky Little for a four-year term.
Incumbent Pauline Buhler runs

Salem scene:

unopposed for a two-year term.

“Rather than have a meeting
with friction, we decided the Com-
munity Club wouldn’'t be behind
it,”’ booster club president Elaine
Hartney said of her lost dreams
for a forum sponsored by the club.

“Most of them were for it,”
Hartney said of her straw sampl-
ing of candidates about a forum,
“but some didn’t want to see it.
We have hot politics going on, but
I don't think it's that. Some of
them, I think, didn't feel good
about getting up and speaking in
front of a group.

“The Community Club is work-
ing hard this year to mend the
school and make it run more con-
sistently. I just thought we had to
stay neutral and not involve the
club in politics.”

Comimunity Club’s interest in
establish better district rapport is
praiseworthy. The question that
remains is whether candidates
who backed down from such an
open meeting understand their
committment to the electorate.
All that was needed was for can-
didates to stand up and say a few
words about their school views
and aims. A good community
forum doesn’t have to be a tense
debate. (VB)

State business climate QK

by JACK ZIMMERMAN
Associated Oregon Industries

Despite extensive efforts that are im
proving Oregon’'s business climate, a na
tional study claims it has worsened

“It's almost like a jab in our eye with the
proverblal sharp stick,” said lvan Con
gleton, president of Salem-based
Associated Oregon Industries, referring to
the 1982 General Manufacturing Business
Climate Study

The study , produced by Alexander Grant
& Co of Chicago ranks Oregon s manufac-
turing business climate worst on the west

charged to only 784 of the state’s more than
68,000 employers (1.15 percent) during the
last two years

NCCT acknowledged a more valid rate
figure would be about half the published
assigned risk and cautioned Alexander
Grant against such com b
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SUHS board

Don’t hide

In reply to the editorial
comments regarding a
public hearing for Dr. Jack
Peters, it is a matter of
public record that the
school board has not given
Dr. Peters any reason for
his firing in writing.

As reported by Mr. Grif-
fin, former board chair-
man of Sandy Union High
School District, the
previous evaluation in Nov.
1982 was satisfactory and
all of the board's goals
were met.

The school board already
fired Dr. Peters on Jan. 24
Therefore, for the board to
indicate that it is Dr
Peters responsibility to re-
quest a hearing is
ridiculous. To hide behind
the open meeting law is not
appropriate for the school
board. The only avenue for
solution to this problem is
to recall the board before
they do further damage to
our high school.

Ruth Tucker
Sandy

Tower needed?
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the ballot has a democratic
air about it, but that will
allow the corporate
wealthy to hire slick public
relations firms and spend a
big bundle to convince us
that a sales tax is good for
us while at the same time
reducing property taxes

One might ask why the
State of Washington is hav-
ing more problems in
financing government that
Oregon and it has a sales
tax. The hidden factor to
know about is that rental
and other commercial pro-
perty represents more

Nix state CCC

It is a sad state of affairs
when legislators elected to
represent us, ignore all the
issues and spend their time
on trivialities.

Oregonians have
repeatudly voted down a
sales tax (five times in my
memory). They have op-
posed additional gas tax
four times. The property
tax limitation was narrow-
ly defeated

Wouldn't you think that
this is an indication that
Oregonians don't want any
more taxes? Wouldn't this

needles dropped with the

Bave an aura of mystery to
faint rustlings among the
deep shadows where the
undergrowth was dense.

While guided by the fee-
ble glow of his lantern, the
boy moved with stealth
along the forest trail. The
year was 1924

With time this journey up
Alder Creek canyon
became a Shangri-la. After
dark it was an adventure.
And at high noon only faint
patches of light filtered
through a dense canopy of
fir boughs and fell upon a
path littered with dry

value and more tax income
that does the total of family
owned residences. Tax

others than landlords,
banks, corporation and
other business interest who
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make you believe that

and live within the means?

Since the Legislature
won't pass laws the people
want, they will have to
resort to the initiative to
get relief. The property tax
limitation is already being
prepared.

By the way, where did all
the SURPLUS money four
years ago go” When Gover-
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vanished. An ugly scar
erased much of the forest
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‘hiding’ firing

Oregonian’'s share of the
federal red-ink budget
deficit for next year.

The federal budget pro-
posed for next year is $848
billion. Included in that
figure is an estimated $19%0
billion in deficit spending.
(That estimate may be con-
servative. Others go up to
$208 billion. By any stan-
dard, it is an enormous
seas of red ink, breaking all
records.) By comparison,
the Oregon State General
Fund Budget will be no
more than $1.6 billion next
year, even if times improve
and new revenue is voted.
To avoid a state deficit the
amount may be even less.

The 1980 census counted

determined to operate in
the black and with a
Edward N. Fadeley
mnon.-m
‘Thank you’
“I‘Mlnb.ﬂal
friends of Archie
Woodard for their




