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Time to negotiate LID 4

City manager Tom Reber’s new
plan to negotiate a settlement
over debated Heritage Square
parking lot LID assessments
demonstrates the kind of
diplomacy required to settle the
matter.

The long-fought court battle
over spiraling assessments has
put the city back to square one
and holding the bag for im-
provements, which the city can-
not afford to absorb.

The city's threat to withhold
business licenses in the LID area
until assessments are paid doesn’t
create for a favorable business
climate among merchants or the
town as a whole.

Neither are sale of the city
parking lot as surplus property or
payment of the LID through paid
parking viable solutions.

The city commercial core, after
all, still needs free off-street park-

ing.

The only question now is who
will pay, and relative newcomer
Reber shows great fairness in
confessing there will be no win-
ners in any assessment settle-
ment.

But meeting with individual
property owners there puts Reber
in the driver’s seat to resolve the
problem and get the city moving
again without friction and
overhanging debt.

Perhaps now the involved pro-
perty owners can match his over-
ture with group attendance at a
neutral forum arranged by the
chamber of commerce.

The time is right with a new
Heritage Square building owner,
Portland investor Mike Rum-
pakis, who seeks to fill the gaps of
a major hardware store and
variety store that folded there.
(VB)

Neighbors’ music benefit worthy

A benefit for financial care of
the family of local burn victim
Jim Dasher 8:15 p.m. Saturday in
the Sandy High Common Building
warrants community support.

It's a simple repayment for
Dasher’s early effort to help
resolve a local grade school
teachers’ strike, before a freak
accident Jan. 7 burned 80 percent
of his body.

The former air traffic controller

tion, a repeat of the sold-out Alton
Collins Retreat Center ‘‘Ger-
shwin, Porter and Friends
Musical Review' brings many
Sandy Community Players cast
members together again.

The benefit musical will be
video-taped, so that Jim Dasher
from his hospital bed can see how
many neighbors back home are
pulling for him.
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Representative’s report:

Vets with homes need aid

by BOB SHIPRACK
State Representative, Dist. 23

There has been a great deal of con
troversy concerning the recent increases
in veterans' home mortgage payments
Due to a misunderstanding between the at
torney general and Department of
Veterans Affairs some people had in
creases of as much as $500 per month

This rule has been rescinded and new
payment coupons will be sent ut. All ac
counts will be adjusted to credit the tax
overpayment

House Bill 2373, which would allow some
people on unemployment compensation to
attend vocational re-training classes, was
voted out of committee and is going to the
House floor

Many of the constituent problems | have
heard center around unemployment and
welfare benefits, because of the high rate
of joblessness in our district

Another bill will allow state Aid to
Dependent Children in cases where there
are two-parent families [n these economic
times many husbands have had to leave
home in order for their family to collect
these benefits. This law would change that
rule

One job a legislator has is to introduce
bills at the request of groups or individuals
within his district. Often these will correct

Ask your senator:

Woodlot owners’ tax high

by STEVE STARKOVICH
State Senator, st 14

specific flaws in the law. Examples of
these that | have introduced relate to
notification of land-use change by any
government body, streamlining re
quirements for sale of city-owned land and
providing access to land the state may
have rendered useless by condemnation

The bill deadline is Feb. 7, so immediate
ly after that we should know what new
legislation we may face

If you have any concerns or questions, |
can be reached by writing . Representative
Bob Shiprack, Room H292, State Capitol,
Salem, OR 97310 My office phone number
is 378-8784, or the toll-free number is
BOO-452 THID
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Peters, superintendent of
Sandy Union High School
The position and respon
sibilities of superintendent
of any school district is dif
ficult at best; and with our
economy and property tax
burden, it must be nearly
unbearable at times

The irresponsible action
taken by the school board is
extremely difficult to
understand. The public
faculty and students
deserve a better explana
tion than the one given to
date. This is probably the
first time a person in any
position has been fired with
the termination date set
five months later. One can
only feel the action was
taken in haste without due
consideration of the budget
impact or the damage to a
man’s reputation

I have had the opportuni
ty to serve 14 years as a
board member, working
with three different
superintendents and found
them all to be very
qualified with each having
a very positive influence on
our educational program
Dr. Peters, without excep
tion, fulfilled the policies
adopted by the board dur
ing the three years | was
associated with him

Boardsmanship is not
something you learn in a

Yesteryear in Sandy:

Kitchen and many others
Undoubtedly, this is not the
first decision made that
was not in the best interest
of the district; but let us
hope this board will have
the courage to do as the
Sandy Post suggested
editorially, and reconsider
this issue
Earl S. Meier
Boring

Admit error

The purpose of this letter
to the Sandy Post is to ex
press my complete
bewilderment regarding
the abrupt contract ter
mination of Superintendent
John Peters by the Sandy
Union High School Board of
Education

If the board members
have knowledge of any ac
tions by the superintendent
which indicate that he car
ries out his professional
responsibilities in an un-
timely or irresponsible
manner, then | believe we,
the attendance area
patrons, deserve to know
what they are. | realize
that board members need
to manifest an attitude of
discreteness, but [ also
believe that when they
make a critical decision
without indicating any

Before moving to the
Sandy area several years
ago, we surveyed the com
munity and placed as a
high priority in our choice
of location the value people
placed upon their schools. |
visited with wide numbers
of adults and young per
sons with whom [ have
been or am personally or
professionally acquainted
| determined that, as a
general rule, these is a
positive attitude toward
education in the communi
ty and an especially strong
feeling regarding the
credibility of the
superintendent. During the
past two weeks [ have talk
ed to many of the same peo-
ple and find that they are
still positive in their
evaluations of the
superintendent’s perfor
mance and are as
bewildered as | am over
the action taken by the
board on Monday evening,
Jan. 24

Speaking as a person who
has been involved in
educating young people for
the past forty-three years, |
know that a school reflects
the dedication and perfor-
mance of its leaders. Sure-
ly, Jack Peters has been
dedicated, professional and
innovative during the years
he has served as the

understanding of young
people. He is an educator
who carries out his duties
in a responsible manner
and plans toward the future
in a creative and ap
propriate way

Why does the Sandy
Union High School Board of
Education feel the climate
in the District has changed
and why do we need to
make a “‘change”?

Jeanne T. Doty
Sandy

Firing wrong

We feel the dismissal of
Dr. Peters, superintendent
of Sandy Union High School
for the reasons given in a
recent Sandy Post reflects
poorly on the board of
directors. We feel that the
statement released by the
board, ‘It is time for a
change in direction,’ is not
worth a ballpark figure of
$100,000 to the district tax
payers

Dr Peters is a
reasonable individual, who
has upgraded the educa
tional processes during his
five and a half vears with
our district. We haven't
always agreed with all of
his policies ourselves
However, we have realized

freshman attending now
and have seen five other
children graduate since Dr
Peters came to the district

The only change we can
determine as necessary for
our high school concerns
the lack of economic
responsibility on the part of
the board of directors
Perhaps they feel they can
afford to pay $40,000 to
$50,000 to pay for the
balance left on Dr. Peters'’s
contract, plus hire his
replacement who would ex-
pect a similar salary

The district had a dif-
ficult time passing a
budget for this year and
are facing another election
this spring. How are they
going to explain away their
lack of responsibility to the
voters, many of whom are
unemployed at this time?

Everyone is entitled to
make a mistake once in a
while. We all do. Perhaps
the board should rethink its
position, work out their dif-
ferences with Dr. Peters
and make their change in
18 months when his con-
tract expires. It does take a
big man to admit to error.
We wonder if there are any
sitting on the board at this
time?

Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Berck
Sandy
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