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Wemme man can find elusive ‘drizzleberry’
by M ICHAEL P JONES
Pool I  orrropondrnl

Brooking Gex 70, boasts 
that he is one of the few 
people alive today who has 
ever picked "drizzleber- 
rieo "

Gex, a Wemme resident, 
said moot people don't even 
know what a drizzleberry 
is. E ven  the most 
knowledgeable woodspeo 
pie pass them by without 
the slightest acknowledg 
ment of their existence 
The same is true for 
botanists They too have ig­
nored them to the point that 
(iex may be the only person

in these parts to unders­
tand their value

And w hat is a 
drizzleberry1 According to 
Gex, who is as serious 
about drizzlebernes as he 
is about m ushroom s, 
fishing and berries, it is a 
fo rm  of the genus 
Gaylussacia. more com­
m only known as the  
huckleberry It can be any 
one of a number species of 
huckleberry, only they are 
picked when as solid as ice 
The drizzleberry is a frozen 
huckleberry

Gex said a soon as the 
frost kills most of the 
huckleberries, drizzleberry

season begins When this 
occurs he heads for the 
same fields where he has 
picked huckleberries, and 
the search begins for the 
little-known drizzleberry

“ The d rizz leberry  is 
elusive," said Gex "It's  
harder to find than almost 
any other berry or edible 
plant in the forest. The c ir­

cumstances have to be just 
perfect or instead of having 
firm , ice-hard drizzleber- 
ries, you'll have mushy and 
spoiled huckleberries "

Gex said the drizzleberry 
resembles the huckleberry 
in its ripened state, only 
they are frozen solid, "like 
droplets of rain "

"Picking drizzlebernes
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can be compared to to pick­
ing frozen huckleberries, 
one by one. out of your 
home freezer," said Gex 
"Every time one hits the 
bottom of your bucket you 
hear a nice, loud ting This 
lets you know you have a 
d e l i c i o u s l y - r i p e  
drizzleberry ”

For them to freeze, Gex 
said the habitat for the 
drizzleberry has to be "just 
perfect," otherwise they'll 
spoil The drizzleberry  
field must be located in an 
area where the w arm  
winter sun can't thaw them 
out If thawing occurs, they 
spoil The tem perature  
must remain the same 
throughout the season

Gex said one of the best 
areas to find drizzlebernes 
is in canyons O r, 
anywhere a ridge protects 
the bushes from the sun 
H ow ever, th is doesn’t 
n ecessarily  m ean the  
d rizzleberry  fields are  
located just on the north 
side of the mountain Many 
t im e s , he sa id , h e ’s 
discovered the berries in

areas with a southern ex 
posure

How long is drizzleberry 
season1 Gex said he isn't 
really sure because the 
heavy snows prevent him 
from entering the rugged 
areas where the drizzleber 
ries thrive

"According to my calen 
d a r ,”  said Gex, " th e  
drizzleberry season is over 
when I can t get into the 
fields with my four-wheel 
drive.”

What can one do with 
drizzleberries1 Gex said
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anything one can do with 
huckleberries He said he 
and his wife, Vernice, have 
used them to make pies and 
jam , and put them in hot- 
cakes

Gex said his search for 
drizzlebernes has taken 
him all over the Pacific 
Northwest, even beyond 
He's looked for them in 
Washington. Wyoming and 
Montana He's even sear 
ched for them in Kentucky 
and Appalachia But of all 
the mountain areas he's 
combed, he's found the best
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place to find drizzlebernes 
is nght here on Mount 
Hood

So if you're out in the 
woods this winter and hear ’ 
this strange tinging' sound 
that echos out of the ca-_ 
nyons. off the walls of the 
ridges, pay it no mind lt'IF  
probably just be the sound 
of berries hitting the bot­
tom of a bucket And you'll 
know that Brooking Gex is 
somewhere in the vicinity, 
picking a few gallons of the 
luscious, e lu s iv e
drizzleberry
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Happy new

Sgt. Gary Allen Roth and 
AlC Patricia Ann Candella 
were at home in the United 
States for the holidays to 
visit both families

Roth is the son of 
Nicholas and Shirley Roth 
of Boring, and Candella is 
the daughter of Joseph and

Rita Candella of Mansfield, 
Mass

They were married Dec. 
2 in Zaragoza. Spain

They w ill serve at the 
Zaragoza Air Force Base 
until their tours of duty are 
up in the summer of 1984

Fall term honor roll
includes local people

A number of local people 
were among the names 
re le as ed  re c e n tly  by 
Oregon State University 
for scholastic achievement 
fall term

Tracy A Heath of Boring 
is on the straight A (4.0) 
list Heath is a sophomore 
in pre-engineering

With averages of 3.5 or 
better, from Boring, were 
Jerome V Choate, a senior 
science m a jo r , and  
Kimberly K Gaulke, a 
junior in liberal arts

Joseph L. Soderquist of 
Eagle Creek, a junior in 
science, is on the straight A 
list

Michael K Hatam of 
Eagle Creek has a 3 5 or 
better average He is a

freshman science major
Rochelle L. Gautney of 

Rhododendron, a senior 
science major, is on the 3 5 
or better list

On the straight A list 
from Sandy is Richard C. 
Ten Eyck, a senior in 
agriculture

With averages of 3.5 or 
better, from Sandy, are 
Vicki J Baucom, a junior 
liberal arts major, Larry  
Carmony, a senior business 
major, and Ken J Sealer, a 
junior engineering major

A total of 455 students 
were on the straight A list, 
with another 1,378 on the 
B plus list To be on the 
honor roll one must carry  
at least 12 graded hours of 
course work

Phebus of Sandy 
on OIT dean’s list

D avid  J Phebus, a 
mechanical engineering  
technology m ajor from  
Sandy was among the 275 
students on the tall quarter 
dean's list at the Oregon In

stitute of Technology 
Klamath Falls 

Inclusion on the list re 
quires that a student attain 
at least a 3 33 grade point 
average
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Rally clinic set
by cheerleaders

Sandy U n ion  H igh  
School's varsity and junior 
varsity rally squads are 
sponsoring a cne-day clinic 
fo r  s tudents in 
kindergarten through the 
eighth grades

Persons interested in be­
ing cheerleaders, or just in 
having a bit of fun, are in­
vited to participate

The clinic will be from 10 
a m to 1 p m in the SUHS 
gym on Saturday, Jan 15.

Registration will begin at 
9 30 a m The cost is $2

High school cheerleaders 
will teach cheers, skits and 
dances

Those who participate 
will be invited to attend the 
basketb a ll gam e w ith  
Barlow on Jan. 21 as guests 
of the SUHS rally squad A 
cheer will be performed 
together at halftime

For more information 
contact Barbara Beehler.

Eagle Creek woman
completes training

Army National Guard 
Pvt Zelma V Corwin, 
daughter of Ronnie Corwin 
of Eagle Creek, has com 
pleted basic training at 
Fort Jackson, S.C

D uring  the tra in in g .

students received instruc 
tion  in d r i l l  and
ceremonies, weapons, map 
reading, tactics, military 
justice, first aid, and Army 
history and traditions
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1983 Chev. year
11.9% Financing

G M A C. has reduced rates on all 1982 and 1983 Chev cars and trucks to 
119%  Annual percentage rate This means huge savings as compared to the 
normal 16 5% G M A C rate on 1983's The rate on 1982 s did increase 1% 
from the December 10 9% rate, but it's much better than what we an­
ticipated

We have an excellent selection of all models in stock or available If you 
want it -  we ll find it — and — you'll appreciate our lower pnets.

We have many 4-Wheel drive Blazers. Suburbans, pick-ups and Cab Chassis 
and Luv diesels plus many front wheel drive Celebrity's, Citations, Cavaliers. 
These are super Ski vehicles for safer winter driving pleasures.

Share your automotive problems with us -  we ll do everything possible to 
make your next car or truck purchase easier, less costly and pleasurable!

Happy Motoring and Happy 1983.

CARLSON CHEVROLET
668-4101 Open Sundays! "■ SANDY

BENSON & HEDGES
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Only 6 mg yet rich enough to be called deluxe. 
Regular and Menthol 

Open a box today.
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