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Parent urges recall of Welches School board
by MICHAEL P JONES 
Pool Correspondent

B ruce T ra a s d a h l of 
B righ tw ood  is urg ing  
voters in the Mt Hood area 
to consider recall of the 
Welches board of directors

A father of three children 
who a tte n d  W elches,

Traasdahl said he is "mad 
as hell" at the board for 

not properly representing
the community .” 

Traasdahl. who was cer­
tified in California to teach 
Spanish and auto shop in 
secondary schools, said he 
is basing his conclusions on 
the actions of the board.

especially this year He 
said the board's refusal to 
answer direct questions 
from the audience at its 
N o ve m b er m e e tin g  
demonstrates that there is 
a problem He said they 
either "sidestepped” the 
people's questions, were 
"extremely evasive,” or

hid behind the executive 
session clause

The December meeting, 
he said, was an improve­
ment in respect to the 
board's willingness to con­
verse with the parents He 
said, however, he feels it 
was an im p ro v e m e n t  
“because they could afford

Committee member needed
The W elches School 

District has an opening on 
its budget committee

The position has been va­
cant since last June, when 
the three year term of 
V e r la  Rodgers ended 
Since that time the position 
has been unfilled

At the D e ce m b er  
meeting of the board of 
directors. Leah Behan of 
Rhododendron, a former 
b oard  m e m b e r, was  
nominated to fill the post 
tion, but that move was ob­
jected to

At the N o ve m b er

Board,
The Welches board of 

directors and the Welches 
Education Association will 
be meeting in the near 
future to discuss the dif-

meeting, those persons who 
submitted their names to 
fill the vacancy on the 
board of directors, but 
were not chosen, were told 
that they would be con­
tacted to see if they would 
be interested in the vacan 
cy on the budget commit­
tee According to Judy 
Donaldson of Brightwood, 
no such contact occurred

Bob Meiser of Zig Zag 
reminded the board at the 
December meeting of one 
of their own policies deal­
ing with the filling of va­
cant positions The position

has to be made available to 
the public at an open 
meeting

Dick Hoffm an, board 
chairperson, said he had 
forgotten that the position 
had not been m ade  
availchle to the unsuc­
cessful andidates for the 
board seat and said the 
board would be in touch 
soon

Late Monday afternoon. 
Hoffman said any voter in­
terested in serving on the 
budget committee, whose 
name the board doesn't 
already have on file, should

submit a letter stating why 
they wish to serve

The vacancy on the 
budget committee will be 
filled at the next board 
meeting, scheduled for 
Thursday, Jan 13 at 7:30 
p m in the library of the 
new wing

The budget committee 
will meet tonight at 7 p.m. 
in the library of the upper 
grade building This will be 
the third work session 
scheduled by the commit­
tee. Parents, teachers and 
citizens are invited to a t­
tend

WEA discussion set
ferences and hostilities 
that have dominated the 
school year.

In a letter to the board 
dated Dec 9 Jeanine C

Boldt, WEA president, of­
f ic ia lly  requested the 
meeting The letter was 
signed by all the school 's 19 
full-time and one part-time

Russell to compete 
in Junior Miss Finals
Mary Russell will represent Sandy in 

the 1963 Oregon Junior Miss Finals, to be 
held in Eugene on Jan 22

Russell, a senior at Sandy Union High 
School, is the daughter of Jeff and Jan 
Jaqua of Sandy

Russell w ill be competing for a S300 
scholarship award.

"Only 21 high school senior girls in the 
°regon Finals are eligible for this 
award," said Debbie Gassoway, chair­
man of the Oregon Junior Miss Commit­
tee

“ Each contestant will create her own 
personal hair and makeup style suitable 
to her hair and the shape of her face In 
addition, she will define her perception of 
individual style and explain how it ex­
presses her self perception."

In addition to the cash award, the win­
ner will receive a Revlon gift kit

A similar national-level competition 
for the Revlon personal style award will 
be conducted for the young women com­
peting in the America's Junior Miss Na­
tional Finals in Mobile, Ala., in J* tie.

The America’s Junior Miss Program  
will award approximately $2 5 million in

scholarships and prizes at local, state 
and national levels in 1963

Mary Russell

Road by sch 1 closed
A concern for safety 

resulted in the closure Jan 
5 of the road that runs bet 
ween the upper-grade  
building and the new addi­
tion of Welches Grade 
School

The decision to close the 
road was made by Kenneth 
B lackburn , superin ten­
dent On at least two occa­
sions the district's board of

directors refused to ap­
prove of fencing along the 
road. Playgroup- monitors 
were to be made more 
aware of potential pro­
blems

Since last school year the 
Welches Parent-Teacher 
A sso cia tio n  has been  
critical of the decision not 
to install a fence

In a letter sent home to 
p are n ts  on T u esd ay , 
Blackburn wrote that until
a fence is installed the road 
will be closed to all motor 
vehic le tra ff ic . School

buses and other veh 
will enter the new addition 
from Woodsey Way Those

going to the upper-grade 
building will use Salmon 
River Road

teacher.
“ In the best interest of 

the students of Welches 
School, the Welches Educa­
tion Association requests 
the speedy resolution of the 
p resen t h o s tilit ie s  
generated by the lack of 
Board communication with 
parents and teachers,” 
wrote Boldt.

Boldt requested that a 
special board meeting be 
held with the teachers and 
the members of the board 
in  the hope of r e ­
establishing the lines of 
communication that had 
been severed during a con­
tract dispute that began 
last school year After nine 
months of negotiations, a 
compromised contract was 
approved by the board and 
the WEA in September

However, tensions in­
creased later when Boldt 
and Tom Well, the W EA’s 
two chief negotiators, were 
denied extra duty contracts 
by the board The board 
members said they would 
not give Boldt the after­
school drama program and 
Well, the head basketball 
coach’s position, claiming 
that they had violated 
previous contracts

Both Boldt and Well deny 
they violated any contracts

The meeting is scheduled 
for Jan. 13 at 6:30 p.m. and 
will be held in executive 
session No administrator 
will be present so the 
teachers will reportedly be 
able to speak freely

Herb
Society 
to meet

The Boring Herb Society 
will hold its first organiza­
tional meeting at 10a.m. on 
Jan 10 at the Boring 
United Methodist Church, 
which is on the corner of 
Church and Richey Roads, 
th ree blocks south of 
Highway 212.

it.” The board’s goals "had 
superseded our desires in 
respect to the issues and 
the unanswered questions 
discussed Nov 11.

“ Lets face it, we re being 
double-shuffled by the 
school b o a rd ,”  sa id  
Traasdahl. “ The board 
isn’t about to listen to, 
understand or represent 
the parents in this com­
munity "

Traasdahl said at the 
November meeting ques­
tions concerning the denial 
of the special-duty con­
tracts for Tom Well and 
Jeanine Boldt, as well as 
for the shuffle of the fifth- 
grade students and a 
teacher, resulted in the 
board's responses being 
"particularly offensive.” 
He said their “ lack of a t­
tentiveness” made those 
present at that meeting 
“extremely upset.’’

Traasdahl said he was 
also perturbed with Dick 
Hoffman, board chairper­
son. He said Hoffman has 
no desire to mediate a com­
promise solution to the pro­
blem caused by dividing 
the first grade into two 
separate classes with the 
consolidation of the fifth 
grade into one large class

“ The way he did it 
disturbed me the most,” 
said  T ra a s d a h l. The  
parents were in attendance 
to discuss the proposed 
changes for the first and 
fifth grades, but Hoffman 
would not discuss it. He 
claimed the decisions were 
administrative ones made 
by Welches Superintendent 
Kenneth Blackburn, and he 
and the rest of the board

"upheld" those decisions
H o ffm a n , said

Traasdahl. said that he 
could not speak fo r  
Blackburn, who was not in 
attendance at the meeting 
that night He was atten 
ding sp ec ia l N a tio n a l 
Guard maneuvers at Fort 
Lewis, Wash.

Since Blackburn was 
unava ilab le . T raasdahl 
said the parents wanted “a 
one week’s stay of execu­
tion” so they could meet 
with him as a group But 
neither the board nor Gary 
D ie td e r ic h , W elches  
building principal, was 
w illin g  to o v e rr id e  
Blackburn's decisions.

“ I was disappointed in 
Hoffman’s performance as 
the chairperson of the 
board,” said Traasdahl. “ I 
believe now that Hoffman 
is just another politician 
who ¡3 not adverse to 
'g o o b e rin g -u p ' his 
fastballs ”

Traasdahl said he feels 
that “ it's unfortunate that 
most parents now hope that 
their children survive the 
fifth grade, as opposed to 
( th r iv in g  in ) the  
flourishing learning en­
vironment that we once 
had prior to the consolida­
tion.” He said this “better- 
than-expected” learning  
situation was primarily the 
p ro d u ct of K a th lee n  
McDugal

“ I t  was one of the 
slimiest fastballs that has 
ever been run by a group of 
parents,” said Traasdahl 
of the board's vote to ap­
prove the consolidation

Traasdahl said he and a 
number of other parents

have met with Blackburn 
since the November board 
meeting, and most were 
not satisfied with the 
answers they came away 
w ith  He said  th a t  
Blackburn cited “ fiscal 
resp on s ib ility”  as the 
reason for the first and fifth 
grade changes, and claim ­
ed that he could not justify 
spending the $25.000 that it 
would cost to em ploy  
another teacher for the 
first grade

In a c tu a lity , said
T ra a s d a h l, they had  
budgeted for 20 full-time 
and one part-time teacher 
for the 1962-83 school year, 
but hired 19 full time and 
one part time

“ My child  cam e up 
short,”  said Traasdahl 
"That's the net result. The 
reason my child came up 
short is that she was denied 
her teacher ( McDuga I ), 
who she strongly identified 
with.”

T ra a s d a h l sa id  he 
estimates 70 percent of the 
parents of students in the 
f i f th  g rad e  oppose 
Blackburn's consolidation 
plan and demonstrated this 
by signing a petitio n  
ag a in s t the
superintendent’s plans. He 
estimated another 10 per­
cent showed up at the 
meeting and voiced their 
disapproval.

He said he personally is 
still unsatisfied after his 
conferences w ith
Blackburn, where three 
promises were made to 
him orally.

Traasdahl restated what 
he said Blackburn promis­
ed would happen in order to

provide a good education 
for the fifth graders He 
said  B lackburn  would  
‘ pressure” teachers to in 
sure student achievement; 
th>* he would find quality 
aide time to assist the fifth 
grade class, and that he 
would personally take an 
interest and oversee the 
progress of the fifth grade 
class

At the December board 
meeting. Blackburn denied 
that he used the word 
“ pressure ”

Traasdahl said it is ap­
parent that the board has 
made a mistake in the -ase 
of Well and Boldt

“ It's the teachers who 
pull the wrench,”  said 
T ra a s d a h l.  “ I t ’s the  
teachers who set the final 
torque ”

How serious is 
T ra a s d a h l's  proposed  
recall effort? Traasdahl 
said it's very serious. But 
Traasdahl said what will 
stop the recall is the apathy 
that exists in the communi­
ty

"People are fearful of 
m aking waves because 
they feel those on the 
school board have a lot of 
power in this community,” 
said Traasdahl.

Traasdahl said the peo­
ple must examine the ac­
tions of the board and “ in­
sure that everything has 
been upfront and above 
board.” He said he believes 
a close inspection of the 
workings of the board 
would reveal that there has 
been many questionable 
decisions not made in the 
best interest of the children 
of this district.

Day care center opens
A weekend day care 

center opened New Year's 
weekend at the Rippling 
River Resort in Welches.

Debera McGirr, owner of 
the Mountain Sun Day Care

PTA to
The Welches P arent- 

Teachers Association will 
meet Tuesday, Jan. 11, in 
the library of the upper 
grade buidling at Welches 
Grade School

On the agenda is a 
discussion of safety at 
Welches, especially as it 
pertains to the potential 
dangers of students chas­
ing balls into the street,

Center Inc., said that area 
residents, as well as skiers 
and other outdoor en­
thusiasts, are invited to 
take advantage of the ser­
vice.

discuss s
and not watching out for 
traffic.

Since last school year, 
the PTA had been unsuc 
cessful in getting a fence 
installed on the northern 
edge of the playground, 
between the basketball 
court and the street

In  ad d itio n  C athy  
M cK enzie w ill lead a

“To me, it ’s not babysit­
ting,” M cGirr said “ I t ’s a 
structured day of activity .”

A rt p ro jects , books, 
building blocks and a 
“ dram atic play a re a ,”

afety
discussion on “ Cultural 
Days,” planned for the spr­
ing at Welches.

N ancy W o lf, m o vie  
chairperson, will discuss a 
movie tentatively schedul­
ed for Jan. 28

The meeting is scheduled 
to start at 7 p.m. For fur­
ther information contact 
Judy Donaldson at 622-3292.
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is highly visible ad aimed at 16,000 
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OF THE MONTH

Brides Registered at Cloudtree A Sun«  su n

January thru April

BRIDE
Lori Sinclair 
Jody Kay Goodwin 
Tracy Orr 
Molly Peterson

GROOM 
Tim Mackey 
Rod Dawes 
Dean Reynolds 
Doug Graham

wmie
Srtof 2 Slip Joint Pliers
Slip joints allow adiustment ol 
laws for different size objects 
Vinyl pops 6800S

Quantities Limited

Board’s attorney
The W elches School 

District is in need of an at­
torney following the accep­
tance of the resignation of 
Lowell Njust at the board 
of d irec tor’s December 
meeting.

N just subm itted  his 
resignation prior to the

November meeting when 
he le a rn e d  his w ife , 
Sharon, was applying for 
the vacant position on the 
board.

When the board did not 
select his wife they tabled 
taking any action on his 
re s ig n a tio n  u n til the

Historical group to organize
The Boring Historical 

Society will hold its first 
organizational m eeting  
Jan. lOat 1 p m at the Bor­

ing U n ite d  M ethodist 
Church. The church is at 
the corner of Church and 
Richey Roads

resigns
December meeting

Prior to that meeting 
D ick  H o ffm a n , board  
chairperson, contacted  
Njust and requested, on 
behalf of the board, that he 
consider remaining as the 
board's legal counsel 
Njust refused.

Hoffman said Kenneth 
B lackburn , superinten­
dent, is in the process of 
locating a qualified a t­
torney in the Sandy-Mt. 
Hood area

which includes a play stove 
and sink, are among the ac­
tivities offered.

Lunch is not provided, 
but snacks are. Parents 
should provide baby’s for­
mula or a sack lunch, 
M cG irr advised

The hours are from 7:30 
a m  to 5:30 p.m. on Satur­
days and Sundays. Parents 
may just drop in, but 
M cGirr suggests making 
reservations.

The cost is $14.50 for 
youngsters six weeks old to 
30 months. Children over 
two-and-a-half years old to 
6 years may stay for $12.50 
a day.

A "p re p a id  advance  
reservation,” which may 
be mailed in or paid in per­
son in advance, is $13 or 
$11

There is alsc an hourly 
ra te , w ith  a five-hour 
minimum.

The mailing address is 
Rippling R iver Resort, 
68010 E. Fairw ay Ave., 
Welches, Ore., 97067.

The Portland number is 
224-7158, and the mountain 
number is 622-3101.

M cGirr has worked the 
last four years  as a 
teacher's aid She has a 
handicapped specialists  
certificate from Portland 
Community College

CLOUDTREE & S
and School of Cookery 

112 N. Main 6 6 6 -8 4 9 6
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, CENEX.
ITS W HO YOU CALL 
WHEN YOU WANT 

A BUILDING.

ONE FOR YOU
Lei us show you how you can have the 
building you want work shops Storage 
buildings Barns Warehouses Farm or 
commercial, a custom building lor every 
need You'll like our price You'll ap 
predate our terms

CENEX TOIL FREE 
1 800 562 2873/Washington 

1 800 426 2804/Oregon Idaho
CENEX Area Agent 

EARL ROMWER/2OS-004 7450
CENEX l  oc et Dealer

Gresham Coop/Gresham— 503 665 9151

CENEX la a licensed and bonded contractor 
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