
Quarterback Mark Gering will be at the controls of C olumbia's veer offense again. Coack Roger Clark la optimistic this year.

Charger coach sees good season
Forget the 6 37 won loot record the Colum ■ 

hia Chargers have languished through the 
past five seasons Coach Roger C lark says 
the record will he set straight thia year

This is the first season since I ’ve been 
h ere  th a t  I 'v e  had a re tu r n in g  
quarterback.” Clark says " I also have 16 
seniors who are all serious about the season 
This is probably the first group that fully 
understands their role of leadership ”

So just how good are these guys’
We have good things going for us," Clark 

says "Our skill people are as good as 
anyone's and we ll never put our linemen in 
situations where they have to blow people 
away '*

That returning quarterback is Senior 
M ark O r in g  <5 9. 165) He directed a that 
went 2 7 last year and will be back at the 
controls of the Charger's veer offense

Clark says that means putting the ball in 
the a ir O r in g  ranked ninth among passers 
In the old Wilco league last season, com 
pleting 30 3 percent of his passes for 613 
yards and three touchdowns He was In­
tercepted eight times

O r in g  and some of the Charger receivers 
went to a Washington Slate football camp 
this summer and found the wisdom of the 
short passing game

"W e've made changes in our passing 
game and we won't have to have heavy em 
phasis on the run," Clark says “ I'd  like to 
see a pass run ratio of 604 0  or maybe even 
70-30 O n e ra ily  the weakest part of a 
team ’s defense is its secondary Why not go 
after it ’ ”

Among Gering's targets w ill be seniors 
Trevor West and Colin Johnstone and a 
junior with good hands, Jeff Me Anally West 
(6-0, 175 Ibai caught 16 balls last year to 
rank ninth in the Wilco

The peasing game will be even more im  
portent for the Chargers because they 
graduated their four top running becks of

last year, including workhorse Dave  
Shepherd, who rushed for 70S yards and 11 
touchdowns ( la r k  admits the backfield is a 
question m ark but says he has four more 
kids who can do the job

If the offense even gets close to the goal 
line, it can call on placekicker Scott 
Brockm ueller, one of the top kick specialists 
in the state

Brockmueller, also a standout soccer 
player, led the Wilco last year in punting 
* 35 1 yards per k ick ) and kick offa 149 1 > and 
made 12 of 14 conversion kicks

But no m atter how improved the offense 
is. Clark maintains defense will determine 
what the season holds for Columbia And 
although last year's defensive back'ielu has 
been wiped out by graduation Clark says 
points will come few and far between for op 
ponenta

" I  have defensive ends and linebackers 
returning and I can fill in with other kids "  
Clark saya " I ' l l  have probably the best 
athlete in school at safety in Don Godier."

Godier, <64, 1W)> is a ferocious tackier 
and runs the 40 yard dash in 4 6. C lark says 
He was named second team all league 
linebacker last season

Columbia ranked sixth in total defense in 
1961, allowing 11 5 points per game and 1,903 
total yards

But for all his weapons. Clark saya the 
thing that will turn last year's 2-7 record 
around is attitude

"The kids have made a commitment this 
year," Clark saya "W e have about 80 kick 
out. counting freshmen, and nobody In the 
state works harder than we do If we have a 
successful year maybe it w ill carry over and 
we ll get out of the doghouse and make some 
waves "

One more thing the Chargers have going

part of its schedule Last year they opened 
with Reynolds, Gresham and Clackamas 
Clark diplomatically says this year's open 
ing trio — The Dailes, Parkrooe and Moun 
tain View of Washington -  is beatable

" W e ll be a greatly improved football 
team ," Clark continues "W e weren’t a bad
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GOOD LUCK IN ’82-’83
DRAKE’S 7 DEE’S KNOWS THE IMPORTANCE OF 

HARD WORK AND A TEAM EFFORT TO ATTAIN 
GOALS. WE SUPPORT THE ATHLETIC DEPART­
MENTS OF ALL THE EAST COUNTY SCHOOLS 
AND THE KNOWLEDGE GAINED THROUGH
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football team last year We lost four games 
by seven points or less This’ll be the best 
team we’ve had "

OPENING GAME: Friday vs. The Dalles 
at Mt. Hood Community College.
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