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RNG displeased with revised Mt. Hood plan
by MICHAEL P JON EX 
Host ( orre»pondrn<

Clackamas County 's land 
use classification of a 
meadow, which resulted in 
a condominium develop­
ment being halted in the

late sixties due to high 
water tables, is again being 
questioned

Beth Baker, secretary of 
the Rhododendron  
Neighborhood Group, rais­
ed issue with the new revi­
sions. claiming that it left

out a large wetland area 
that had been designated 
as such when the Mt Hood 
Community Plan was first 
approved in 1976

Baker said this 3Oacre 
tract of wetland, located in 
the town of Rhododendron

between Highway 26 and 
Henry Creek Avenue, is 
now designated to be rezon­
ed rural ”

Rural, according to of the 
zone summary for that par­
ticular designation, could 
be one of three classifica­

tions They include farm 
forest-10 acres, ru ra l 
residenttalfarm forest, and 
rural agriculturalsingle- 
family.

Baker said when she 
discovered the "zoning er 
ror" in the materials sup 
plied by the county < before

Hitchhiker struck in parking lot
by MICHAEL P JONES 
Post Correspondent

An auto pedestrian acci 
dent, a car fire, a spilled 
truck trailor loaded with 
firewood and a near* 
drowning occupied the 
time of firefighters from 
the Hoodland Rural Eire 
Department the past two 
weeks They also assisted 
11 persons with first aid

On Saturday, May IS at 
2 06 pm  a legal burn got 
out of control and quickly 
spread

Hoodland Fire Chiei Don 
Armintrout said that crews 
responded to the call at a 
residence located at 64850 
East Sandy River Lane in 
Brightwood

Armintrout said it took 
about 30 minutes to get the 
fire back under control

He praised  the

homeowner for his quick 
thinking in calling the fire 
department and requesting 
assistance This action 
averted  a p o ten tia lly  
dangerous situation

At 6 p m that same day 
the department responded 
to the report of a non- 
injury, single-car accident 
near the state weigh station 
on H ighw ay 26 near 
Brightwood

Upon a r r iv a l  they 
discovered an overturned 
pickup truck and traitor, 
both which had been loaded 
down with firewood

Firewood was spilled on­
to the road, blocking both 
lanes of westbound traffic 
for about 30 minutes.

According to Senior 
Trooper Ron Crawford o f  
the Portland office of the 
Oregon State Police, the 
vehicle, while pulling a

heavily-loaded tra ilo r , 
went out of control, fishtail- 
ed and flipped over

Crawford said that the 
driver, 2Oyear-old Kraig 
Marlin Transuf of 18125 
S E Webster Road in 
Gladstone, was not injured 
in the mishap.

The cause of the accident 
is still under investigation 
and no citation was issued

On May 14 at 8:45 pm . 
medics from the depart­
ment responded to the 
report of a auto pedestrian 
accident in the parking lot 
of the Mt. Hood Food and 
General in Rhododendron

Armintrout said that a 
hitchhiker reportedly had 
been struck by a vehicle as 
the driver pulled into a 
p a r k i n g  space, causing 
minor injuries.

The injured person was 
transported to Gresham

Requirements accompany 
woodcutting permits

Community Hospital by 
Alpine Ambiance

On May 6 firefighters 
responded at 11 p m  to a 
flue fire at a residence on 
Birdie Lane in Welches 
The fire was out upon a r­
rival

Armintrout recommends 
that in the event of a 
chimney fire one should 
call for assistance im ­
mediately because of the 
unpredictable nature of 
such fires

In chimney fires there is 
danger of the rooftop, the 
attic , the surrounding  
timbers or trees catching 
fire

Temperatures during a 
chimney fire can exceed 
1000 degrees Farenheit and 
have been known to reach 
as high as 2000 degrees.

A car fire on Highway 26. 
two-miles west of Govern­
ment Camp, completely 
destroyed a 1978 Buick

Armintrout said that the 
call came in at 11:15 a m 
The vehicle was fully in­
volved upon arrival

The Buick, which was 
pulling a U-Haul trailor, 
was a total loss.

The cause of the fire has 
not yet been determined 
and is still under investiga­
tion

At 1 p m that same day 
department personnel gave 
emergency first aid to a 
15-month-old female who 
nearly drowned in the 
swimming pool of the 
Thunderhead Lodge at 
Government Camp

The child, who was 
assisted by Obbie O'Brien 
and later by Armintrout, 
was transpo rted  to 
G resham  C om m unity  
Hospital.

The victim recovered ful 
ly and suffered only minor 
a fte re ffe c ts  such as 
earaches and a fever

the latest revision) she im­
mediately contacted them 
and the state Land Conser 
vation and Development 
Commission, which must 
accept or reject the plan s 
revisions.

To date Baker said she 
has written the county 
three times, and the LCDC 
twice In addition she call­
ed the county twice and 
LCDC once voicing her ob­
jections to the proposed 
land classification.

She said LCDC has not 
responded to any of her 
written or verbal inquiries, 
and a county planner told 
her not to worry about it 
because it was designated 
wetlands on the map in the 
revised community plan. 
The revised plan, however, 
shows that no such designa­
tion was made

Baker said that the RNG 
is at a loss as far as what to 
do concerning the planning 
staff and the LCDC’s lack 
of response

The RNG has placed 
great importance in seem­
ing the area's wetland 
status, said Baker, because 
of its overall role in main-

taining a sound balance in 
the environment

In a letter to the planning 
commission dated April 12 
the RNG relayed a warning 
given by the organization's 
consulting biologist that 
the wetland area is "far 
more fragile than previous­
ly supposed ”

" O u r  w etlands are  
vulnerable to extinction if 
subjected to building even 
in the so-called ‘dry' 
a re a s ,"  wrote Baker 
“ T h e re fo re  proposed 
developments should NOT 
be permitted in any of 
these extremely sensitive 
areas ”

The Rhododendron  
wetlands, which Baker 
refers to as a riparian 
system, plays a "vita l 
role" in "the maintenance 
of water quality and purity 
in our water systems, 
whether they are of surface 
or sub-surface origin ”

“ Wetlands act as great 
sponges andor 'strainers.' 
if you will, to improve 
w ater q u a lity ,"  wrote 
Baker "Any dislocation or 
disturbance of them even 
in adjacent areas which ap

pear to be dry, result in 
their destruction."

Any density transfers, as 
proposed by the planning 
staff, said Baker, would 
therefore be unacceptable 
to the RNG

Baker also said riparian 
wetland systems, su^fi as 
R h ododendron 's .'  also  
serves as an important 
habitat to various forms of 
wildlife and birds

In relation to fisheries. 
Baker maintains that the 
riparian system "natural­
ly" purifies ground water 
and runoff that empties in 
to the area's streams Any 
disruption of this natural 
process would impact this 
resource also

Reunion is 
July 30-31

The Sandy Union High 
School 10-year reunion, for 
the class of 1972, will be 
held July 30-31. For
more inform ation call 
L au rie  Samsel O lso’., 
235 9269. or Diane Grambo 
Shimomura, 281 6018 Call 
evenings
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by MICHAEL P. JONES
Post Correspondent

Woodcutting permits are 
currently available for the 
Estacada and Bear Springs 
Districts of the Mt Hood 
National Forest

Due to a shortage of 
firew ood  the Z igzag  
District has not yet opened 
for the cutting season

Cutters must have a 
valid permit and a current 
map of the designated 
"open" areas, as well as 
abide by the ru les  
establsihed by the U S  
Forest Service.

P atro ls  w ill be out 
monitoring cutters and is­
suing citations for viola 
tiona

Unless marked otherwise 
or outside the cutting area, 
it is legal to cut most down 
trees that do not have 
green needles

A 135 fine will be levied 
against violators, who will 
also be charged triple the 
assessed market value

Also, anyone cutting 
firewood on private proper 
ty must have a permit from 
the owner in their posses 
sion with the following In­
formation

Date, landowner's name 
and address, woodcutter's 
name and address, amount 
cut and description of wood 
cut, location of property or 
legal description, expira­
tion date of the permit and

Man is 
opposed 
to MSD

Dan Mosee. who is ac­
tively working to abolish 
the Metropolitan Service 
District, will In* the guest 
speaker May 20 at 8 p m at 
the Boring Fire Hall

The Clackamas County 
Republican Women are 
sponsoring the meeting, 
which is open to the public

Mosee served three  
terms on the Multnomah 
«ounty Commission and 
one term on the Multnomah 
oeard of E ducational 
School Districts

Mosee considers the 
M ultnom ah S ervice  
District an extra layer of 
government and s waste of 
taxpayers money

The Republican Women 
w ill hold a business 
meeting at 7 IB, preceding 
the speaker

Kindergarten
sign-up set

Registration for the 
I M3 < l kindergarten class 
will be May 2B at 1 p m at 
the kindergarten  
classroom tn tha naw 
building si Wakhas School,

Sludants must be S years 
old by November IB to be 
eligible A kindergarten 
leacber and the schoal 
nurse will speak at the 
registration

signature of the landowner
Due to theft of timber 

from both private land 
owners and timber com­
panies a bill was passed by 
the legislature It went in­
to effect in November with 
hopes it would curtail the 
problem

Oregon State Police  
maintained that it was dif­
f ic u lt  to apprehend  
firewood thieves, who 
would claim that the wood 
came from the property of 
a friend

Because the law did not 
require written authoriza­
tion, the OSP said it was 
difficu lt to conduct a 
follow-up investigation

It now a Class B misde 
meanor to cut firewood

Dinner 
set for 
couple

Friends and relatives of 
Minnie and Curt Pillow are 
invited to help celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniver 
sary

A potluck dinner, with 
dessert, coffee and drinks 
furnished, will be held May 
30 at the Colton Grange 
Hall

The Grange Hall is one 
mile west of the Oilton 
Store, on Highway 211, on 
the right side of the road on 
the way to Molalla

ft is requested that no 
gifts he taken For more In­
formation contact Judy 
l<unmark, 824 2323

from private land without a 
written permit from the 
property owner

Violators can be fined up 
to >500 andor six months in 
jail

Depending upon the 
value of the timber, felony 
charges could also be filed
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