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Commentary

by MICHAEL P. JONES
Post Correspondent

When Mt. Hood shook
and hurled forth stone and
fire, the Indians living in
the surrounding forests
observed the phenomenon
and incorporated the
events of the eruption into
their lodgefire myths.

Also, events that pertain-
ed to their own people, be it
an act of bravery or an
unusual occurance, were
also cherished tales to be
remembered.

Stories of the Indians
were passed down from
father to son, mother to
daughter, and from the
grandparents to the young,
which preserved the events
of both the mountain and
the tribe.

Although the years of
oral storytelling helped to
preserve the texts, some of
the details were lost. This
was especially true with
the coming of the pioneers,
who misinterpreted
geographic locations where
certain events actually oc-
curred.

One story in which the
location may have been
misinterpreted concerns
the legend of the white elk,
which reportedly haunts
Lost Lake, west of Lolo

Pass in Hood River Valley

Long before the coming
of the white fur trappers
and explorers to western
Oregon, the elders of the
tribes who inhabited the
Clackamas County and

River Indians), the
Cayuse, the Wascos, the
Celilos and a number of
other smaller bands. These
tribes spoke the “‘Kikct'' or
upper Chinookan dialect,
which were oral languages.

During early times the
Indians called Lost Lake,
““Knoeksamach.'' The
translation has been lost.

On a clear day the waters
of the lake reflected the
beautiful mountain peak
like no other. Also, the
forest surrounding the lake
was said to be of equal
grandeur and served as a
habitat for wildlife and big
game.

It was here, along the
lake, that elk were said to
be abundant. They fed
more at Knoeksamach
than anywhere else on the
mountain's slopes.

An Indian trail that was
heavily used ran by the

Oral storytelling
presents problems

by MICHAEL P. JONES
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The haunting of Lost
Lake in Hood River Valley
is a good example of loca-
tion problems that arise
when trying to track down
stories of an oral tradition.

Often the exact location
of an event is lost due to
confusion of geography or
corruption of the site’s In-
dian name.

In the case of the Lost
Lake legend, historical
records indicate that the
lake was discovered by
whites and originally nam-
ed “Blue Lake'’ by Joe and
John Divers, early-day
pioneers of Hood River.

On Aug. 18, 1880, E.L.
Smith of Hood River
organized a search party of
twelve, which set out with
hopes of locating the lake
mentioned by the Divers

brothers.

On Aug. 20 the searchers
located the lake near an an-
cient Indian trail and
christened the body of
water “Lost Lake."

According to reports of
that time, the party gave
the lake that particular
name because of the dif-
ficulty they had in finding
it, due to the confusion in
routes and the ruggedness
of the country.

Early maps not only
referred to it as Blue Lake,
as it was called by the two
brothers, but also identify
it as Steelhead Lake.

Further exploration of
the area's s

and similarities in
geography, however,
raises even more questions
concerning just which lake
was referred to in the

legend.
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