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Baby boom to increase demand for teachers

Another baby boom is go
ing to hit the nation's public
schools by the mid-80s that
will set off an explosion of
job opportunities for
teachers, predicts the new
dean of Oregon State
University's school of
education

“Public school enroll
ment has already bottomed
out nationally and is now on
an upswing,” said Robert
D. Barr, who replaced

Mucker as educatior

dean on

ayvivia
Jan

Forecasts based on L' §
Census Bureau reports in
dicate that by the 1985-86
there will be teacher shor
tages in almost every area
of public education, which
mean the teaching
market will be wide open
he said

‘High school seniors
university freshmen
decide now to major in

job

and

who

education are going to be

right on target, they're go
ing to step out of college in
to the best employment pic
ture Iin
years

The next enrollment ex
labeled the
boom boom
being generated by
children of the post-World
War 1l baby boom who are
now raising families, is
already occurring

many many

plosion baby

because it is

Enrollment na
tionally—in the elementary
grades and in certain fields
like
and

science, mathematics
language
beginning to nudge upward
to reflect this increase
said Barr, a professor of
education at Ind
University prior to assum
Ing the OSU post

He was also director of
IU's Office of Teacher
Education and Extended
services and interim direc

arts—is

ana

the nation are vacant and
25 percent of the filled posi
tions in that area are oc
cupied by temporary
teachers without certifica
tion

If you put these
statistics together, you're
really saying that only 50
percent of the mathematics
teaching positions nation
wide are staffed by cer
tified teachers

‘So in a grim time of
employment,” he added,

be a plus during the next
one

After the baby boom
passed through America’s
public schools during the
1970's, we experienced low
enrollments which allowed
us to improve the quality of

our educational
programs,’' he said
““For example, we

became far more selective
We have raised our admis-
sions standards and are in-
stituting basic skills tests

““So | don’'t perceive
schools of education ever
going back to the old ‘fac
tory model,’ where we
ground out thousands of
teachers in the emergency
situation of the post-World
War Il baby boom

“We will be much more
careful to tie entrance into
teaching, in terms of the
number of persons admit
ted, to the availability of
positions in the field,"” he

VIRorous
programs

ly demands
recruitment
said Barr

““Not just so our students
will get jobs, but so our
public schools in Oregon
will be staffed with truly
outstanding people who
have sufficient training to
do truly outstanding
jobs—not just for today
but for the technological
classroom or tomorrow
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