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Pioneer legend Nettie Connett Wikffl
C z  | « ■ ■ U B * a n a a « M

tough ‘queen of moonshiners’
by SHAKOS S E SK IT  
For The PoM

She could sp it faste r than 
a speeding bu lle t

She dressed like  a logger 
and was the f irs t woman in 
the state convicted of b rew ­
ing moonshine

She was a crack shot 
N early  every deer hunting 
season she walked o ff w ith  
the prize in Sandy's big 
buck contest, though the 
game warden was alw ays 
suspicious

And she could stand on 
her head -no  hands on a 
bar stool in a condition of 
in e b r ia t io n  th a t w o u ld  
render an o rd in a ry  man too 
d runk to walk

She was N e tt ie  Con 
n e t t -  p a rt legend, p a rt 
k in d ly  g randm other, part 
ring  ta iled  rasca l—and the 
m ost fam ous c itizen  of 
A im s  N e w s p a p e r
reporte rs  loved her Just 
when th ings got du ll, N ettie  
would come to town dragg 
ing a dead va rm in t of some 
sort and pose, gun in hand, 
fo r a trophy p ic tu re

She died in 1964 at the age 
of 84 and a chunk of co lo rfu l 
h is to ry  went w ith  her The 
T rou tda le  H is to rica l Socie­
ty  gathered friends and 
neighbors of N ettie  last 
m onth to rem in isce  about 
her

“ She rea lly  put A im s on 
the m a p ,"  says 83-year-old 
C la ra  Baker, who has lived 
in the ru ra l com m un ity  
since 1921

T u c k e d  n e x t to  th e  
M u l tn o m a h -C la c k a m a s  
County line and penned in 
on tw o sides by the Sandy 
R ive r and the B u ll Run 
reserve. A im s was an ideal 
backwoods re tre a t fo r Net­
tie  and those who shared 
her d im  opinion of the 18th

Site lease 
clears path  

fo r  Skipper
A 20-year a irp o rt lease 

has been issued to C ountry 
Squire A irp a rk  fo r a “ c lea r 
zone" and “ approach s u r ­
fa c e " on pub lic  land at the 
west end of the ex is ting  
runw ay near Sandy

The lease authorizes A r ­
t h u r  S k ip p e r ,  o w n e r-  
opera to r of the public-use 
a i r p o r t ,  to  k e e p  th e  
15 74 acre  area c lea r of 
obs truc ting  vegetation

E x is tin g  t im b e r in  the 
lease area w ill soon be sold 
to Skipper The lease w ill 
enable C ountry Squire A ir ­
pa rk  to meet Federa l Avia 
tion  A d m in is tra tio n  safety 
requ irem ents

Annual ren ta l fo r the 
f irs t  three year te rm  is 
•MO,

A second lease covering  
the same area in under con 
s ide ra tion  by the Bureau of 
l^ in d  M anagem ent

Th is lease would a llow  
Skipper to use the c lea r 
zone fo r the production of 
o rn a m e n ta l shrubs The 
a g ric u ltu ra l lease would 
req u ire  an add itiona l pay­
m ent o f fa ir  m arke t ren ta l 
va lue

Park info 
site open 
for calls

The Stale P a rk * Camp 
s ite  In fo rm a tio n  C enter 
opened for the year on 
M a rch  I, a c co rd in g  to 
F rank I)  Stiles P ortland 
reg iona l parks supervisor

Stiles said the <enter w ill 
be staffer! f »etween 8 a m 
and 5 p m  from  Monday 
th rough F rirtay  u n til the 
l^ tb o r h a y  weekend next 
September The fa c ility  is 
located in the Region I 
H e a d q u a rte r« , 3554 SE 
«2nd Avenue, Portland

The to ll free num ber 1«
1 win 452 NWI7 P ortland  and 
out of state residents m ay 
d ia l (5o i) rm  7488

Clerks on duty are able to 
provide inform ation  on 
c a m p s ite  a v a i la b i l i t y  
w ithin  the Stale Parks  
system In addition reser 
ration ranrellationa ran  tie 
handled at the Center tad 
not reservation applies 
lions whwh must be pro 
(eased a the «peciflr park 
for which they are re . 
quested

The I I M ate (M iks  that
accept reservations have 
approximately 1 we* camp  
sites There are enother
2 ton sites

A m e n d m e n t-th e  one that 
p ro h ib ite d  m a n u fa c tu re  
and  s a le  o f a lc o h o lic  
beverages

A c c o r d in g  to  h e r  
o b ituary , w ritte d  by Sandy 
Post ed ito r E lizabe th  H art 
m an, C onne tt and her 
sm all son moved to A im s in 
1910 “ I loat m y husband," 
N ettie  once said. "  he 
d id n 't d ie I ju s t to ld  him  to 
get lost because he d idn 't 
trea t me r ig h t "

But N ettie  d id n 't lack for 
com panionship A proces­
sion  o f m a le  
"w in e m a ke rs  ’ came and 
went at N e ttie 's  ranch 
N e ig h b o rs  shook th e ir  
heads at the goings-on up 
the road

By 1920, she was known 
as “ Queen of the Moon­
shiners "  Revenue agents 
were awed when they ra id  
ed her e laborate s till Con 
cealed 10 feet underground 
behind a door covered w ith  
ferns, they estim ated it 
cost $1,500 to bu ild  It 
boasted a 90-gallon copper 
s t ill and piped-in w ater

When the law caught up 
w ith  Nettie  and she did a 
s tin t in ja il,  she kept a good 
a ttitude

“ She d id  th e  m o s t 
beautifu l needlework when 
she was in ja i l , "  reca lls 
A llen  Baker "She never 
ca lled  it ja i l ,  though She 
s a id  she  w as in  th e  
M ultnom ah Hotel "

N e tt ie  a lw a y s  m ix e d  
m yth  and fac t In her la te r 
years she cla im ed to have 
nursed dozens of neighbors 
and raised bunches o f o r ­
phans

“ I d o n 't  r e m e m b e r  
anyth ing  like  th a t,"  says 
C lara Baker “ Oh. she was 
good to help out when we 
were ra is ing  money fo r the 
school and th ings But I 
don 't reca ll her nursing 
anyone M ostly, the kids 
were scared o f her

C e rta in ly , i f  N ettie  had 
been a m ovie, she'd had 
been rated R

“ H e r p r o fa n i t y  w as 
trem endous,”  reca lls  long­
tim e  Sandy resident and 
R e y n o ld s  H ig h  S choo l 
teacher Bob < B u ck ) Wood 
w ard, who was a ve rita b le  
innocent on the day he 
wandered in to  a Sandy 
tavern  w ith  his fa ther in ­
law  and watched N ettie  
d rink  and cuss and stand on 
her head on a bar stool

"She 'd  w in  the contest 
fo r the biggest deer in San 
dy nearly  every year Just 
a fte r dawn she'd come into 
town w ith  a big buck The

Local church 
concert set

D re x  A rc h e r  w i l l  be 
hold ing a C h ris tian  concert 
at the Sandy Church of the 
Nazarene M arch  7 at I I
a m

The church < Seventh day 
A dven tis t) is located at 
17170 U n ive rs ity  Avenue

gam e w arden tr ie d  fo r 
years to catch her He 
couldn t prove it but you 'd  
swear that deer had been 
dead two d ays ," W oodward 
laughs

B u t ju s t  w h e n  she  
th re a te n e d  to  b e co m e  
p re d ic ta b le , she w o u ld  
s tr ike  out in a new direc­
tion When the notion took 
her. she would have her 
ha ir fixed, get dressed f it  to 
k il l and tu rn  up at a fancy 
a ffa ir  acting  like  a perfect 
lady

"She cam e to our wed­
ding and I d id n ’t even know 
h e r,"  says A llan  Baker

"A n d  th a t ’s the same 
woman who once to ld me 
there was no point in tak ing  
a bath before you went to a 
dance ." adds C lara  Baker 
“ She said you were going to 
get a ll sw eaty dancing 
anyw ay ”

“ She chewed tobacco, 
you kn o w ," adds longtim e 
C o rb e t t  r e s id e n t  B ob  
K ers lake "A n d  we tr ie d  to 
watch her sp it You never 
could You could see what 
she h it, but when she spit it 
came out o f the corner of 
her m outh like  a bu lle t "

“ I d rank some of her 
moonshine It was OK as 
fa r as moonshine goes," 
adds Kerslake

N ettie  m ellowed in her 
la te r years and even took 
tho showing people p ic ­
tures of her g randch ild ren  
But sh< was s t ill a tough 
ac* ' i  fo llow , accord ing to

T rou tda le  res iden t Yern 
R athm an He reca lls  a day 
when he fo llow ed Nettie  
th ro u g h  th e  t im b e r ,  
c lam bering  over fa llen  logs 
and c u rr in g  through brush 
to inspect a logging job 
"She was 70 o r so I was 24 
and I cou ldn 't keep up w ith  
her "

Tow ard the end of her life  
N ettie  had a brush or two 
w ith  r e s p e c ta b i l i t y  A 
C la c k a m a s  C o u n ty  
m edicare p lan was named 
fo r  h e r  She h a u le d  
truck loads of g ran ite  for 
use at the e n try  way of 
Gresham s hospita l

But she rem ained a hard 
d r iv e r and tha t is what k i l l ­
ed her

“ She had m ore acc iden ts ," 
reca lls  A llan  Baker "She a 
be g o in g  h o m e  d o w n  
M einig H ill ( IN  Sandy i and 
ro ll one of her old cars r ig h t 
over the side- maybe 4oo 
feel and she’d c raw l back 
out She was probab ly a l i t ­
tle  inebria ted, w hich is why 
she surv ived  ”

But an au to  accident 
c la im ed N ettie  at last The 
way the s to ry goes, most 
people in Sandy knew when 
Nettie  was d r iv in g  in town 
and watched fo r her

But the day cam e in 1964 
when an un in form ed non 
local I».«, her broadside as 
N e t t ie  w e n t b a r r e l in g  
through a stop sign She 
died five  m onths la te r

Legends don ’t die easy

Sandy fire hall now 
issuing burn permits

The res iden tia l burn ing 
season began M arch I. and 
runs through June 15

If  a person doesn't have a 
p e rm it, stop by the Sandy 
f ire  sta tion  and one w ill he 
issued

They are  free  of charge 
and  a re  issued fo r  a 
life t im e  at an address

I f  one has lost a pe rm it, 
o r fo rgo tten  the p e rm it

num ber, con tact the Sandy 
F ire  D epartm en t and they 
w ill look up the num ber

The D epartm en t of E n ­
v i r o n m e n ta l  Q u a l i t y  
regu la tes bu rn ing  and they 
contact f ire  sta tions about 8 
a m Persons should ca ll 
the Sandy F ire  D epartm ent 
at 668 8093 to fin d  out i f  it  is 
a burn day

G eorg« Morgen  
l o i e l  «eyreten loO ve

SERVICE 
WE GIVE!

INSURANCE
WE SELL . . .
The personal 
insurance counsel 
and advice of a local 
agent is important 
to you in plonning 
a complete insurance 
program

W A L R A D
S a n d y , O re g o n

INSURANCE
AGENCY

668 4421

CARLSON CHEV & GM
$500-$750

ADDITIONAL

REBATES
Be A.nerican — Buy American! Le*'s 

Get America Moving!"
81 82  Chevettes 
82 Cavaliers 
81-82 El Cominoi 
81-82 Luvt 
Blazers 
Vans

81-82 Citations 
82 Celebrity's 

82 S* Trucks 
81 82 Pickups 

Suburbans 
Sport Vans

The above rebotes are in addition to the already large discount offered 
by Carlson Chevrolet AND apply to lease or purchase These rebates 
may be yours in immediate cosh or be applied towards your lease or 
purchase

mg g p g jiH H  ■

(ollettr Little, left, and Mike Hamrick took advantage of some of the nice weather last week and got in some exercise 
at Sands Elementary.

96 pages ot chicken 
recipes from 

around the world 
ONLY

Deane’s Auto Repair
Deane Wesseltnk owner 34 years experience

Complete Automotive Repairs:
' Automatic Transmissions 
' Exhaust Systems 
' Brake Work 

General Tune-up
CALL 668-4563

Open Mon • Fr». 8 5 p m

We service Chrysler motors products Dodge, P lym outh, Chrysler

w.th one
Foster farms label

Chicken is one of the worlds most 
popular, nutritional. versatile, and 
economical meats. And now Foster 
Farms, offers you this illustrated 
%  page recipe book packed with 
exciting ways .o serve chicken to your 
family and friends. Just use the 
handy order form at right

“DISCOVER THE WORLD OF CHICKEN“ ~ 1

RECIPE BOOK ORDER FORM
MAIL TO

FOSTER FARMS RECIPE BOOK OFFER 
PO Box 98 Lomita. CA 90717
Enclosed is ( I  total) at $1 99 each for
I Mnumber of books ordered) Foster Farms 
Chicken Recipe Books For each Book ordered 
l have enclosed one Foster Farms product label 
(Offer expires July 31 1902)
NAME
ADDRESS APT «
CIT* STATE ZIP

I Please allow 4-6 weeks tor delivery,
•-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1

FREE S 2 .0 0  IN STORE COUPONS
uifh each recipe book you order-So it’s like 
getting the cookbook for free.

^ S T O R E CO UPO Nji

B est of Fryer” or “Combo Pack

eWORTH Ms wxjcts »-Mr fams «a retiww n*» 
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