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Stalled, abandoned cause havoc in snow
by MICHAEL P. JONBS 
Boat Correspondent

It  is said tha t snow can 
b ring  out the best or the 
w orst in people, and those 
who are  in  charge of keep 
ing the h ighw ays plowed 
can tes tify  to th is

People in the road plow 
in g  business seems to 
agree that snow poses few 
prob lem s as fa r as the ac­
tua l c lea ring  o f the road 
The rea l p rob lem s are w ith  
people and th e ir  vehicles

U n th in k in g  m o to r is ts  
leave cars parked in the 
m idd le  o f roads, and block 
d rivew ays and entrances to 
forest serv ice  roads.

G enera lly  these d rive rs  
not only pose problem s fo r 
the road plows, but also to 
everyone else.

I f  a vehic le  is im p ro p e rly  
parked on a state h ighway 
o r state m ain ta ined  road, 
the Oregon State H ighway 
D iv is io n  w il l  n o tify  the 
Oregon State Police and 
ask fo r assistance, acco r­
d ing to John Sheldrake, 
m a in te n a n ce  o p e ra tio n s  
engineer

Sheldrake says that the 
d iv is ion  is not in the en­
fo rcem en t business, nor 
does it  in tend to do so in the 
fu tu re  Vehicles parked in 
such a m anner that they in ­
te r fe re  o r  p re ve n t the  
roads from  being plowed 
are  turned over to the OSP

A rad io  that a llows com ­
m un ica tio n  between the 
h ighw ay d iv is ion  and the 
OSP, said Sheldrake, <s 
kept in the vehic le  of the 
s e c t io n  fo re m a n . T h is  
a llow s be tte r com m un ica ­
t io n ,  q u ic k e r  res^  >nse 
t im e ,  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e s

cooperation betueen the 
two agencies.

I f  a prob lem  vehicle is 
parked in a ski area, and it 
is not an em ergency, the 
h ighway d iv is ion  w ill no tify  
the resort opera to r and 
they w ill a tte m p t to located 
the owner to vo lu n ta rily  
move the vehic le  before it 
is towed

COMMON problem 
J e rry  M arsha ll, d irec to r 

o f o p e ra t io n s  o f th e  
C lackam as County road 
departm ent, said that i l ­
lega lly  parked  vehicles are 
com m on d u ring  the w in te r 
season, and dealing w ith  
them is a routine task fo r 
plow operators 

“ I t ’s a constant problem , 
b u t n o t o u t o f  th e  
o rd in a ry ,”  said M arsha ll. 
“ Ille g a lly  parked vehicles 
or even abandoned vehicles 
go h a n d  in  h a n d  w ith  
snow.”

M arsha ll said that usual 
ly  ounty plow operators 
a ttem pt to locate the vehi 
cle 's owner so that they can 
m o v e  th e  v e h ic le  
themselves.

I f  th is a ttem pt is unsuc 
cessful and the vehicle is i l ­
le g a l ly  p a rk e d ,  th e  
s h e r if f 's  d e p a rtm e n t is 
notified  and the vehicle  is 
removed at the ow ner’s e x ­
pense

If it's lega lly  parked, the 
veh ic le  w il l  be p lowed 
a ro u n d  O f te n ,  p lo w  
o p e ra to rs  can  be seen 
“ d r iv in g  in  and o u t "  
amongst parked cars

When it  f irs t  begins to 
snow, people w ith  cars are 
like ly  to do ju s t about 
a n y th in g , a c c o rd in g  to 
ffia rsha ll.

Some people w ill get

stuck on a road and just 
w a lk away When th is hap­
pens, and if  someone com ­
pla ins, the county road 
departm ent w ill no tify  the 
s h e r i f f 's  d e p a r tm e n t ,  
which w ill process it 

But odd behavior, like  
abandoning a vehic le  in the 
m iddle  of a road, is jus t a 
pa rt of it, said M arsha ll 

“ I t ’s ju s t one of those 
th ings that happens when it 
f irs t  snows.”  said M a r­
sha ll, “ but a fte r aw hile , 
people seem to get used to 
the unusual d r iv in g  cond i­
tions ”

M arsha ll said that the 
county 's p low ing respon 
s ib i l i t y  is re s tr ic te d  to 
county roads on ly, and a 
few public roads that have 
bonds posted.

Because a road is located 
inside the county does not 
mean it  w il l be plowed 

K E E P IN G  I  P
D uring  the recent heavy 

snows, M arsha ll said that 
there were crew s w ork ing  
round the clock to keep the 
roads open. Two 12 hour 
sh ifts , w ith  w orkers san­

d ing and p low ing, were re 
qu ired  to keep ahead o f the 
snow fa ll

And yet, there w ere  s till 
com pla in ts  about the coun 
ty  not w ork ing  fast enough

Com pared to the rest of 
the county, however, the 
M t.  H o o d -S a n d y  a re a  
rece ive s  r e la t iv e ly  few 
com pla in ts  The most com ­
mon com p la in t is peoples’ 
d rivew ays being blocked 
due to the snow piled up 
against them  by the plows

“ O ddly, we don ’t have a 
lo t of com p la in ts  about 
keeping the roads plowed 
up in the Mt Hood and San­
dy areas, despite the fact 
tha t they get that much 
s n o w ,’ ’ s a id  M a rs h a ll.  
“ Nowhere, does it com pare 
w ith  the co m p la in ts  in  
o ther parts  of the county "

A few weeks ago on 
H enry Creek avenue, on a 
road m ain ta ined  by county 
snowplows, a vehicle  was 
forced to pa rk  away from  
the side of the road due to 
the snowbanks that na r­
rowed access The d riv e r 
learned the hard  way about

park ing  in such a m anner
At 8.50 a m a school bus 

p ick ing  up students for 
W elches G ra d e  S chool 
rounded  a c o rn e r  and 
d is c o v e re d  th is  a n d  
another vehic le  parked in 
the road The bus d rive r, 
determ ined to get by the 
vehicles, sw itched to four- 
wheel d rive

The bus was forced to 
push through two feet of 
plowed snow tha t covered 
the side of the road It was 
a lm ost c lea r o f the vehicles 
w hen the  re a r  w hee ls  
caught in a ru t and s lid  into 
one of the vehicles A cco r­
ding to Ken B lackburn , 
superin tendent, the veh i­
c le ’s r ig h t- re a r  q u a rte r  
panel was damaged

M arsha ll said that he 
was not aw are that there 
was a problem  on Henry 
Creek Avenue w ith  any 
blockages He said that he 
was not g iven any report by 
the plow opera to r, nor d id 
he receive any repo rt from  
the school o r even residents 
in the area

“ I f  nobody com pla ins,

then we can on ly assume 
that everybody must be 
s a tis fie d ."  said M arsha ll 

" I f  we re  no tified  of a 
problem , then I assure you 
we w ill act upon i t . ”  
SL 'M M E R  HO M E AR E A  
Even those having cabins 

on land leased from  the 
Forest Service are not im ­
mune from  these problem s 
Some owners have com ­
plained that they m ay be 
a b le  to get in to  th e ir  
cabins, but ge tting  back out 
is  s o m e t im e s  a n o th e r  
s tory.

B locking the access road 
is sometim es the vehicle of 
a cross-country sk ie r or 
snowshoer

Herb Evans, in fo rm a tion  
o f f ic e r  a t th e  Z ig z a g  
R a n g e r  S ta t io n ,
acknow ledged tha t there 
are some prob lem s w ith 
recrea tion is ts  u tiliz in g  the 
sum m er home area around 
Rhododendron

“ They m ay not be th ink  
ing and do not rea lize  that 
they are b locking the road 
and  p re v e n t in g  peop le  
from  ge tting  o u t.”  said

Evans " I 'm  sure they feel 
they are fa r enough o ff the 
road, and it isn 't inten 
tiona l.

“ Even if  they are d riv in g  
a sm all ca r there m ay be 
problem s. ' said Evans

“ They m ay leave some 
room , but it 's  just enough 
fo r a sm a ll ca r They don't 
stop to th in k  th a t not 
everyone d rives a vehicle 
as sm all as th e ir  s ”

O ne s u m m e r  h o m e  
o w n e r co m p la in e d  th a t 
even if  the people are 
prepared w ith  the proper 
trac tio n  t ire  o r device, o r 
even w ith  a four-w heel 
d rive , it never seems to fa il 
tha t they too w ill block 
somebody else in

“ People seem to forget 
about others and jus t nose 
in and pa rk  v e rt ic a lly .”  
said Je ff S tark, a checker 
at M t Hood Food and 
General in Rhododendron

Deane’s Auto Repair
Deone Wesselink. owner . . 34 years experience

Complete Automotive Repair»:
* A u to m a t ic  T ra n s m is s io n s
* Exhaust Systems
* Brake Work

_ v . * General Tune-up
CALL 668-4563

Op»n Mon • Fri. 8 5 p m I

I '/« m i. e a s t  o f S a n d y
■■EaSHI 42007 S.E. Hwy. 26'

1 We service Chrysler motors products: D o d u , Plymouth, Chrysler

3rd WEEK! THRIFT WAY'S “FIESTA DAYS"!
ARMOUR'S 
'VERI 3EST' ASSORTED

!K CHOPS
CENTER h b

STEAKS
Tax assistance limited 
but is still available

The Oregon D epartm ent 
of Revenue is lim it in g  its 
assistance to residents who 
want help f il l in g  out th e ir 
tax re tu rns, but there is 
s t i l l  free help ava ilab le  
loca lly .

Because of s ta ff reduc 
to n s ,  th e  n u m b e r  o f 
revenue d e p a rtm e n t o f ­
fices o ffe ring  tax help has 
been cut in h a lf Assistance 
w ill be lim ite d  to answer 
ing tax questions and pro­
v id ing  in fo rm a tion , as the 
departm ent w ill no longer 
f i l l  out re tu rn s  fo r in ­
d iv idua ls

A lso, revenue d e p a rt­
ment employees won’t v is it 
the 39 tem po ra ry  locations 
around Oregon where tax 
help was p rov ided  last 
year

Ix x a liy ,  the .Sandy Com­
m u n it y  C e n te rS e n in r  
Center o ffers an ass'stunce 
program

Free tax help is ava ilab le  
every Wednesday from  9 
a m to noon at the center 
fo r local senior citizens

“ We h a v e  o u r  ow n 
volunteer who comes year 
a fte r y e a r."  said Sandra 
P otte r M arqua rd t, center 
d irec to r The vo lunteer has 
been tra ined  through the 
V fT A  p rogram , she said

The fe d e ra l In te rn a l 
Revenue Service sponsors 
the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assis tance  (V IT A )  pro  
g ra m  V IT A  vo lun tee rs  
help f i l l  out income and 
p roperty  tax re lie f re tu rns 
fo r e lde rly , handicapped 
and low incom e taxpayers

Carey joins Sondenaas
three q u a rte rn  inches long 

G ra n d p a re n ts  in c lu d e
M r and M rs L y le  Lyons. 
Portland, and M r and Mrs 
E lm e r Sondenaa, Toiledo

M r.  and  M rs  L y n n  
Sondenaa of Sandy have 
announced the b ir th  of 
t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i ld ,  a 
daughter, Carey Ann

Carey Ann was born Nov 
10 at Bess Ka iser M edical 
Center in P ortland

She weighed six pounds. 
15 ounces and was 20 and

G reat g randparents are 
M rs  R o b e r t  L y o n s , 
P ortland, and M r and Mrs 
John G raham . Toledo

Michael Halloren horn
K e n  a n d  D e y n e e  

lla llg re n  of Sandy have an 
nounced the b ir th  of a son, 
M ic h a e l K enne th , born  
Jan 21. at P o rtland  Adven 
lis t  M edical (.'enter He 
weighed seven pounds. 12 
ounces at b ir th  and was 20 
and one h a lf inches long

M ichael Kenneth joins 
s is te rs , P au la . 13, and 
K a n , I I .

G ra n d p a re n ts  in c lu d e  
Ray and Fern  lla llg re n  of 
C o lto n , M a r ie  C a lv in ,  
Oregon C ity  and Noah 
C alvin . Montana

To do a better job— 
with “family account" 

insurance
668 5527

G«k >» Smithindy 
Insurance 
—‘Agency inc39041 Proctor

Independent A Home^wned
y .y  USaTBOPACeiC/PtLIAMl

MtUftAMC'E COMPANIES

USDA CHOICE VEAl

SHORT RIBS
FRESH FORK

LIHK SAUSAGE
TYSON'S CHICKEN

BREAST
STANDING

O» ««(AST
’ O« STUKIHO

«Ott«, -«V,. 
ClMb«A . hwMn,

RIB ROAST
CENTER CUT FROZEN

u»A CHOC« MT’ 
lAtor ( ho

HALIBUT STEAK

FIRST
10 LB BAG

PORK
CHOPS

USDA
CHOICE

PURE GRANULATED

WHITE
SATIN
SUGAR

SAVE 51

ADDITIONAL AT □  29

xraft, single wrapped

FRESH PORK

SPARERIBS
COUNTRY STYLE

SIRLOIN END

PORK LOIH 
ROAST 

$148 USDA
CHOICE

VEG. OIL, CUBES

MARCARME
SAVE 43‘ EACH

FIRST TW O  1 LB PKGS

ADDITIONAL AT 59

BUDDIG'S Or LAND O FROST

ASSORTED VARIETIES

PKGS

VELVEETA SLICES
KRAFT GRATED

PARMESAN CHEESE
RONDEtE ASSORTED

CHEESE SPREADS
B IU f BONNET, SOFT l is Tue

MARGARINE
SU NM A ID

SEEDLESS
RAISINS

$ ^ 9 9

PltlSBuRY ENRICHED

BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK 
POT ROASTS

FIRST THREE 
3 oz. BOXES

JENNIE O

WESTERN FAMILY

SAVE 36e ON  
THREE!

ROYAL
GELATIN
DESSERT
ASSORTED FLAVORS

A D D I Î I O N A ^ A ^ ^ Û O

MORE VALUES!
GENERAI FOOD INTERNATIONAL

COFFEES
MAXWELL HOUSE

COFFEE
RED ROSE

HORMEl, AU BEEF

SWIFT'S

SUNSHINE VIENNA FINGER

COOKIES
NABISCO

CHEESE MIPS
WISH-BONE, ITALIAN

KITTY DIGGINS

W A S H IN G TO N 'S
BIRTHDAY SPECIAL"

WILDERNESS

CHERRY PIE
FILLING

"W A S H IN G T O N 'S
BIRTHDAY SPECIALS" 

JO H NSTO N 'S G R A HA M  CRACKER

READY
CRUST

WESTERN FAMILY

APPLE
CIDER

I l  f c l l I K H  sib

D O W N Y

FABRIC
SOFTENER

S f  59
21 «  H

TIN ■ ~89< ... « 1 5 9
G A I ■

$ 1
64 oz 1

199
PILLSBURY LITTLE FRISKIESjemma

ASSORTED ASSORTED VARIETIES

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY

H O O D L A N D
Welch»« M.. W »m m». 422-2244

Prie»« • « • < ( (» •  YY»4 F»b 10 thru 14

t


