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Rinas: How much do you spend?
Ttxlay’v bride u-obverving 

dll the old wedding traditions 
but when it comes to her di 
jmond engagement ring, she 
wants the new designs of the 
KOs

Jewelry designers have up 
dated the classic styles tor con 
temporary taste with geomet 
rie and d e lica te  free form  
mountings (hat feature two 
tone white and yellow gold 
c o m b in a tio n s , ac c e n tin g  
smaller diamonds and channel 
setting— a stone-on stone de 
sign

Also popular are coord i­
nated b r id a l sets that cm  
phasize a total fashion look 
And. for the sophisticate who 
wants high style in her di 
amond engagement ring, the 
fancy cuts marquise, oval, 
pear and emerald are the ta 
vorites

This year, because there is 
more variety in styling than 
ever before with each ring ap 
pearing prettier than the nest, 
a final choice won't be easy

However, for most young 
couples, the nursi difficult dc 
avion in selecting a diamond 
engagement ring is not choos 
ing a style but deciding how 
much to spend

The latest research from Na 
lumai f amily Opinion, an in 
dependent consumer survey 
organization, indicated that 
67 percent of first lime brides 
received a new diamond en­
gagement ring in IMHO and the 
average retail price was $7(Mi 
with an average carat weight (rf
Ml points

Taking into consideration 
today*« econom ic c lim ate .

$700 seems insignificant for a 
pu rchase  th a t w i l l  las t a 
lifetim e and appreciate over 
the years M o re money is 
spent on stereos, furniture and 
automobiles that immedatcly 
decrease by half in value as 
soon as they are taken out of 
the showroom, and at most, 
they have a limited life span of 
10 years

(  onsidrr price

The firs t m istake people 
make when shopping for a d i­
amond ring is to use as a crite­
rion what their parents spent 
on an engagement ring 20 or 
25 years ago They believe if 
they spend between $600 and 
$700 that they 'll be able to get 
a ring similar in quality l»» their 
parent's engagem ent ring  
This just isn't the case

In I960, a medium to good 
qu ality  one-carat diam ond  
ring cost between $500 $600 
loday. that same ring could be 
w o rth  b e tw e e n  $ 5 .0 0 0 -  
$|O,(XX) that’«more than 10 
times the orig inal purchase 
price.

If  a co up le  sets a price  
guideline of two months' sal 
ary. they w ill be able Io buy a 
good quality diamond that will 
continue Io appreciate in value 
lust as their parents' rings did

Currently, a good quality % 
carat ring ranges in price from 
$600 $1.200. M» carat. $H0O 
$ 1 ,7 0 0 . M c a ra t . $ 1 .5 0 0  
$1.500 and k. carat. $1 .000  
$6,000 When people slop to 
think about how much money 
they spend on things that don't 
last, they realize they can't af

t I O G K W IM F  F R O M  I  P P F R  L E F T i( l )  An r m r r . ld - f  u l d i ­
amond .e t with la p e rrd  baguette , in a 14 karat white-gold  
«K lin * b  from  K re p .a k e ’.  new “ P rem iere C ollection. (2 )  
\n  oval diam ond ren ter atone aet with one fu ll-ru t. pear- 
.haped diam ond on earh aide in a platinum  aettinfl *• from  
buna Brim. ( 3 1 The Art H ero  inapired 14 karat yellow-gold 
m ounting from  < »range Hloaaom featu re . a marquiae r r n lr r  
diamond with a pave aertion on either aide. (4 )  Thia deli- 
ratelv araled deaign in 14 karat yellow-gold ia a new rom an­
tic deaign from  A rt Carved, bm all diamonds a rre n l the ren  
le r atone and the m atching wedding hand b an integral part 
o f the deaign. <S> Another deaign rem in iarrn t o f IM 4O . atyl- 
ing ia from  Futura King«- Thia engagement ring alao, fea­
lurea a ren ter diam ond accented hy .m aile r d iam o nd .. f6 )  
D ennia l.a m p e r t ’a new IH  k a ra t ye llow -go ld  m o u n tin g  
create . a flo tation  effect. The pear-ahaped diam ond la ac­
cented with ehannel-eet baguette, on each aide.

lord not to buy the best they 
can

To judge the value and make

comparison studies between 
various diamonds, a knowl­
edge of the 4 C's— cut, color.

clarity anc carat w eight— is 
necessary.

These are the standards that 
should be used before purchas­
ing a diamond to ensure the 
best value

•  C o lo r —  The degree of 
w hiteness in a diamond affects 
its price Variation in color is 
often so slight that it can be de­
tected only by an expert under 
a d ire c t  n o rth  l ie h t  o r  
specially-balanced fluores­
cent .

Clear white diamonds with 
out color are very rare and are 
valued accordingly Most di 
amonds that are described as 
white have a slight tinge of 
color or warmth.

•  C la rity  —  A diamond is 
considered flawless when in 
elusions cannot be detected by 
the trained eye under 10-power 
m agnification Flawless d i­
am onds, lik e  colorless d i ­
amonds, arc rare and therefore 
very e«pensive

Know your C’s

M ost d iam onds co nta in  
flaws— spots, bubbles, lines 
These inclusions were present 
in  the n o n e  w h en  it was 
formed by nature millions of 
years ago If  a flaw can be seen 
by the naked eye, it may mar 
the beauty of the diamond and 
w ill certainly reduce its value.

However, flaws that do not 
in terfere w ith  a d iam o n d ’s 
brilliance or fire, nor endanger 
its durability, are of minor im ­
portance They should not af 
feet the enjoyment of the stone 
but w ill affect the price

•  C a ra t W eight —  Carat, 
the unit used to measure the

weight of a diam ond, is d i­
vided into 100 points A d i­
amond weighing 48 points is a 
little less than one half carat.

Generally speaking, larger 
diamonds have a greater value 
per carat because they are 
rare For esample, a one carat 
stone is far more valuable than 
two one half carat diamonds 
of equivalent quality.

Choose carefully

On the other hand. cu t. 
color and clarity must also be 
taken into account when ascer­
taining the per carat price. A 
top-color, (lawless half-carat 
diamond w ill be worth more 
than a warm er color, flawed 
one-carat stone.

•  C ut —  The shape of a di­
amond and the arrangement of 
ns facets is also a determinant 
in value A full-cut diamond 
c o n ta in s  58  fa c e ts . T h e  
placement and proportion of 
these facets affects the b r il­
liancy of the stone A properly 
cut diamond obtains a m axi­
m um  play o f lig h t, w h ich  
creates more brilliance and 
fire.

Cut can also mean the popu 
la r  shapes o f d iam o n d s—  
round, oval, marquise, pear, 
heart and emerald Choice of 
shape is a matter of personal 
taste

The fancy cuts— oval, mar­
quise, pear, heart, emerald—  
tend to look la rg e r than a 
round cut of the same weight; 
yet, the traditional round cut, 
which has more b r illia n c y  
than the other shapes, is still 
the overwhelming favonte

Ushers have 
specific duties

It 's your buddy 's wedding 
and you’ve been chosen as an 
ushei Piece of take, oo? No, 
not really

An usher at a formal wed 
ding must mainlain <i lerlam  
decorum and lend Io several 
important details if he wants hi 
help guarantee a smooth wed 
ding ceremony

First, an usher should re 
m em ber to get his c lothes  
ready about a month in ad­
vance Ask the groom where 
he's registered for the for 
mal we a t . and go Io the store 
fur a fining

He aware dial as an usher 
you w ill probably pKk up the 
rental b ill, and as a pres aulion 
try the outfit on the day you 
pick it up

One bn of advice if you're 
amvmg from another city, get

Barself m easured at your 
al fo rm alw aar store and 

have them send your outfit to 
the city where the wedding is 
being held so it w ill he ready 
for your arrival day

A rrive early
On the wedding day. arrive

«  Che church an hour early in

order to give yourself some 
lime to relax and to think C«o 
over anything you may have 
had difficulty with al the re 
bratsai

Attend to any last minute 
details, and start to usher in the 
guests as soon as a crow d  
starts to congregate in front of 
the church

W h e n  u s h e rin g  in  the  
guests, always offer your nghi 
arm to a woman Her escort 
should tra il behind you A 
m ale g u c tl a rr iv in g  alone  
should walk on your n g h i, and 
unless the gentleman has some 
sort of physical ailment do not 
proffer your arm

A few minutes before the 
p ro c e s s io n a l, e s c o rt the  
groom 's parents to the first 
nghi pew facing the altar

T h e n , usher the b rid e  s 
mother to the first left pew. 
second teat in The aisle sear 
should he saved for the bride ’s 
father after he gives away his

I f  parents arc divorced, the 
father should be sealed ia the 
thud row . with the groom s fa­
ther oa dse right attic and the 
bride'a an the left

•ftt sc i t - <

Call us for all your catering 
needs. We will gladly 

help you plan your 
reception. We have 

a large selection 
of champagnes & 

wines.
Over 100 Chooses ft Moots e Catering 

e Forty Troys e Gourmet Foods e Fine Wlnos 
TWO lOCATIONt TO SftftVI YOU: *

1595 NE Onmon, Groitum 39333 Proctor B W  
HOOO CENTER. 666 3055 SANOV, 668 7684


