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From gown to tableware

Victorian era is back
You'll be able to catch the 
mem ories w ith  rig h t ligh t

The trend tow ard rom antic 
elegance once popular in the 
V ic to r ia n  era is re su rfa c in g  
today as a prevalent lifes ty le  
m o t if  Popu la r w ith  today's 
b ride are ru ff le d  blouses, an 
interest in collectib les, a grace 
in enterta ining styles and tra­
d itiona l tableware designs.

“ Today’s b ride  revives the 
styles o f earlier periods, par­
ticu la rly  the V ictorian era. to 
add an ind iv id ua lity  and r ic h ­
ness to her tablesettm gs,”  ex­
p la ined Charles S o il, design 
d ire c to r  fo r  L e n o x  C h in a , 
w h ich  has made the o f f ic ia l 
W hite  House china service for 
First Lady Nancy Reagan

“ T h e  yo u n g  hostess has 
taken the trend fo r self-expres­
sion o f the '70s a step fu rther 
W h i le  in  lo v e  w i th  th e  
g la m o u r, t ra d it io n ,  and ro ­
mance o f o lder tim es, she is 
a lso very m uch the m odern 
woman

"S h e  prepares her m eals 
w ith  a food processor o r cooks 
in a microwave oven, but en­
te rta in s  w ith  a m ore fo im a l 
and gracious s ty le .”

Fine china patterns that con­
tinu e  to be p o p u la r w ith  to ­
day’s brides range from  elabo­
rate flo ra l sprays, etched gold 
bands and o rie n ta l m o tifs  to 
de lica te  w h ite -o n -w h ite  and

classic gold or platinum-band 
ed designs

Today's b ride  can select a 
pa tte rn  such as “ A u tu m n , ’ ’ 
created by Lenox s ixty years 
ago, or “ Fair Is le ,”  w ith  d e li­
cate flo ra l designs and an up­
dated tra d itio n a l lo o k , fro m  
the new Lenox “ C osm o po li­
tan C ollection. "

“ In  h a n d -b lo w n  c ry s ta l,  
b rides are choos ing  at least 
three sizes— a water gob le t, 
w ine  glass, and the dessert/ 
cham pagne— rather than one 
oversized wine glass, suitable 
for all occasions,’ ’ he states.

1 /Resetting tips

Tips to the bride on creating 
tab lesettm gs that re flec t the 
romantic elegance o f the V ic ­
torian era are offered by Mr. 
Soit

1. Rediscover the o ld lace 
ta b le c lo th s  th a t yo u  have 
s to re d  aw ay o r  pu rchase  a 
s ing le  set o f  lu xu r io u s  table 
linens This w ill add elegance 
to your tab le ,

You may also want to con­
sider layering more than one 
tablecloth over your table for a 
soft and romantic touch.

2. G roup sm a lle r posses­
sions, such as m iniature vases, 
candles o r figu rines, to form  a 
cen te rp iece  o r p lace  before

each ind iv idua l setting
V ic to rian  homes were fu ll 

o f co llec tib les  and m em ora ­
b il ia .  nearly  cove ring  every 
surface in view

3. Keep a wardrobe o f ta­
bletop accessories organized 
and easily accessible

This collection may include 
several tab le  lin e n s , p lace - 
mats, and napkins in a varie ty 
o f shapes, designs, colors and 
fabrics, candles in many sizes; 
vases, baskets; and bowls

4 F ind new purposes fo r 
older articles in your home A 
basket f ille d  w ith  flowers, o r a 
hand-made bed coverlet used 
as a tab leclo th . are just a few o f 
the lim itle s s  p o s s ib ilit ie s  to 
decorate your table

5. Don t be afraid to make 
a statement w ith  your tabletop 
design Decoration o f the table 
adds to the attractiveness and 

*m<xxl o f your dinner party and 
shows yo u r guests tha t you
care.

The Le n o x  de s ig n e r re c ­
om m ends a v is i t  to  a lo ca l 
wedding reg is try  to he lp  (he 
bride coordinate and register 
her fine china, crystal and s il­
ver choices.

The pro fess iona l serv ice , 
offered by most departm ent, 
g if t  and je w e lry  stores, w i l l  
record the bride 's preferences

A w e d d in g  is f i l le d  w ith  
p r ic e le s s  m o m e n ts  y o u ’ l l  
never want to forget. Because 
p ic tu re s  h e lp  eve ryo n e  r e ­
m e m ber a ll the o n c e -in -a - 
life tim e  moments, be sure to 
b ring  a camera and plenty o f 
f i lm  to the next wedding you 
attend

The pictures you take may 
be a n ice supplem ent to  the 
ones the bride and groom have 
ordered fro m  a profess iona l 
photographer

The day’s events provide all 
the magic you need for memo 
rable pictures A nd, since you 
arc part o f the celebration, you 
w i l l  have the o p p o rtu n ity  to 
te ll a very specia l, personal 
p ic to ria l story ot the day

C onsider a ll the p o s s ib ili­
tie s  fo r ca n d id  shots —  the 
c o u p le  e x c h a n g in g  shy 
glances, ta lk ing  w ith  friends 
from  school, greeting ou t-o f- 
town v is ito rs , hugging proud 
p a re n ts  o r  in d u lg in g  in  
hu m oro us , s p u r-o f-th e  m o ­
ment antics.

There are plenty o f picture 
opportun ities fo r the amateur 
photographer as the guests ea t, 
dance and re jo ice.

A SHY G LA N C E E X C H A N G E D  h rl ween the hrid<* and 
groom ia only out* of many opportunitira for great photo* at 
vo-dding*. \X iih ii camera and high apeed Koduro'or 100 
film , you ran even rapture momenta indoor», withoi t flu*h.
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