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The Innocent Bystander:

Hit squads tilt world power

It was a dark chill evening in the winter
of 1989 | was taking a shortcut through an
alley in Washington's Embassy Row when
a sinister figure loomed up before me

Could it be Yes' Carlos the Rascal'

| recognized the international master of
disguise immediately for he quickly
changed from a short, chunky Ap
palachian woodcutter to a tall, lean
Gimbel's toaster salesman before my
eyes

With a deft movement, he fanned a pack
of documents and held them out. “'Pick a
passport,” he said cunningly. “‘Pick any
passport

You can't fool me, Carlos," | said. '"What
brings you and your Phynkian hit squad to
Washington”

‘You haven't read the papers”’’ he
demanded *'Your President Muckross has
seen fit to double your import duties on
variegated gerbils ~

I was stunned Was our president mad”
The Rattdom of Phynkia (population 183)
produced only two commodities: rocks
and variegated gerbils. Its hereditary
ruler, the Ratt, had but one source of hard
currency: the four gerbils he exported to
the U S each year. Increasing our tariffs
could ruin him

Yes,' ' said Carlos, who as now wearing
a morning coat and striped trousers, "I
personally delivered a diplomatic note to
your secretary of state this afternoon. It
said that if the tariff was not withdrawn,
the Rattdom of Phynkia was prepared to
declare (here, he paused for effect) hit
squad'’

I shuddered. Once hit squad had been
declared, there would be no turning back
The conflict would not be resolved until our
hitsquad took care of the Ratt or his hits
quad No, the consequences were (00
awful to comtemplate

A decade earlier, of course, such a con
frontation would have meant war. But that
was before Colonel Moammar Khadafy
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1982

While other nations, including the U S
were believed to have employed hitsquads
in the past, it was Khadafy who showed the
world how effectively they could be used
The very rumor that he had dispatched one
to this country panicked Washington far
more than the mere threat of a ther
monuclear war. Overnight, Khadafy's arid
little nation of three million souls became
the equal of the American gohath

The lesson was nol lost on other small

Wall Street report:

Home movie pirates warned

NEW YORK Pssst:. dangerous
criminals at work. Their hideout: an
innocent-looking home, possibly on your
street. Their aliases: Mom, Dad, Sis, Son
ny. Their tools : blank videotape and video
cassette recorder. Their erime: recording

with the shades drawn — a telecast of
‘Gone With the Wind "

Sound silly to you” With some three
million video cassette recorders (VCRs) in
the U S today, it's beginning to sound silly

or at least hopeless — even lo aggrieved
movie-makers. Indeed, a bill dropped in
the Senate hopper shortly before year-end
would courageously exempt the typical
American family from criminal prosecu
tion for having a VCR in the home (Gee,
that was close, wasn't it”)

But if you and the kids can now ap
parently record "'Citizen Kane '
‘Casablanca’ and "The African Queen'’
in safety (even with the shades open to
federal inspection), Hollywood s still
pushing Washington to levy royalty fees on
the producers of recorders and blank Lapes
who make your little game possible And in
that area, McC. Mathias (R, Md ), a rank
ing member of the Judiciary Committee
already hos submitled an amendment tha!
would impose such fees

It's become & top movie-industry priori
ty for the new year As Jack J Valenti,
president of the Motion Picture Associa
tion of America, put it to me, "There is no
objection by film-makers for families to
tape & program from their TV 5. in the
privacy of their homes. What we do care
about, very strongly, is the right of those
who create, produce and copyright
American entertainment lo be compen

In pursuit of this effort, Valenti heads a
new 'Cosxlition to Preserve the American

countries. None was so small that it could
not manage to put together a six-man hit
squad to take care of foreign affairs and a
vigilent bodyguard to provide for the na
tional leader’'s defense

And thus the small countries could no
longer be pushed around by the super
powers. Indeed, one of the mightiest na
tions on earth was now the Republic of Ar
tgum, whose fanatic hit squad, the Artgum
Erasers, was feared in capitals around the
globe

Armies were naturally disbanded. With
a hit squad, who needed an army” For as
war was once the logical extension of
politics, as von Clausewitz suggested, the
logical extension of politics was now the hit
squad

So nuclear weapons were anachronisms,
battlships a joke and tanks an obscenily
With half a trillion dollars saved each year
on armaments, peace and prosperity ran
amok

Of course it wasn't all peaches and
cream. | glanced hesitantly at Carlos, who
was by now a railroad engineer

& If it comes to hit squad,” | asked
nervously, ‘‘what will you do yo President
Muckross”"

He glared at me with the cold, cruel eyes
of a born terrorist. “We will,"" he said, flip
ping away his cigarette, “‘let the air out of
his tires."

Poor President Muckross' Poor national
leaders everywhere. How careful they
were these days to say only nice things
about each other. Yet when it came to hit
squad, they were the ones to suffer

since time immemorial, it
was they, not we, who extended politics
beyond the bounds of propriety. It was
they, not we, who stirred up emotions and
sent us off to fight and die for them

I'o be sure

So that's another good thing they can say
for hit squad: Better them than us

by Louls Rukeyser

Two related markets are burgeoning
space: (1) domestic sales of blank video
cassettes, which range between $12 and
$19, totaled $232 million in 1980 (based on
nearly 20 million cassettes) and are ex
pected to approximate a billion dollars in
1984 (based on nearly 75 million cassettes ),
and (2) prerecorded movie cassettes, such
as “"Annie Hall," "Raging Bull" and
“Rocky,” are sold or rented by video
retailers for prices ranging from $50 Lo $80
for each purchase and a few dollars a day
for a rental. (The movie studios earn a
royalty fee on an average of $7 for a
cassette sale, but are not compensated by
the retallers in the booming rental
market )

How often does an American family per
form that dastardly act of recording a
maovie off the air? All to often, according to
Hollywood . Valenti cites a survey repor
ting that 52 8 percent of VCR owners use
their equipment to record films for their
entertainment library (Even more un-
patriotivealy, nearly 84 percent said they
“skip'' commercials when laping films
Don't these subsersives care aboul the
level of deordorant sales in America”)

Hollywood s tangled legal battle against

WL AT,

T

O SeHOOL

Letters to the editor:

/L 1 1y

M . cosmars

' '
T |
AT |

L

[

— I——

Public involvement pays big here

All help clean!

I'm writing this note in
response to the comments
made by Barbara Nutter
regarding cleanliness of
the local laundramat in
Sandy

For me, the issue isn't
whether the building is
clean or not, but how an in-
dividual can evoke a possi-
ble change in any given
situation without publicly
embarrassing someone
Public chastisement
sometimes is the only op
tion available, il private
and consistent complaints
are ignored. In this case, a
simple note to the owner
would have been more
gracious and tactful. It is
always wise to ask yourself
how you would like to be
treated in the same cir

cumstances”

Judging by the amount of
people f[requenting this
facility, it must be quite
difficult to maintain a
perfect atmosphere of
order, and | seriously doubt
anyone is expecting it. As
long as the washing
machines and dryeis work
and the place is reasonably
free of litter, the owner has
fulfilled his obligation to
the public. The customer
also cannot escape a sense
of responsibility for con
tributing to the problem of
disorder

In otherwords, clean up
your own act, America,
and maybe clean living will
become a reality

Linda Fredricksen
Rhododendron

Chartity shown

On behalf of the Sandy
Kiwanis Club I wish to ex
press our thanks to the
many people and organiza-
tions that contributed
money, food and toys to
help us make it possible for
more than 140 families in
our area to receive
Christmas baskets this
year

Thanks to students in
Sandy High and Cedar
Ridge Schools who always
come through with their
canned food drives, the
VFW with cash and toys
and the Mt. Hood Mudders
who are always available
to help deliver the baskets
to the more remote areas

A special thanks also to
Pete Sulzbach for many
hours spent in the organiza-
tion and to Al and Helen
Lamke for the repair and

storage of many of the toys.
This is a community-
wide effort that is repaid by
the thanks of basket reci
pients
Darrel Dempster, presi-
dent
Sandy Kiwanis Club
Mail speeded
With the Christmas mail
ing season now behind us,
the entire staff of the Sandy
Post Office wishes to ex-
press our appreciation for
the excellent cooperation
we received from your
newspaper in helping us
urge the public to shop and
mail early during the last
several weeks
Thanks to your effort and
the excellent cooperation of
our residents, we were able
to handle the holiday mail
volume without any dif-

ficulty. Allow me to men
tion, too, that our success
was due also to the dedica-
tion of our postal
employees who worked
iong hours to make sure all
mail was delivered in time
for Christmas.

Again, thank you for your
help in making this holiday
season one of the most suc-
cessful ever for Sandy

A E. Becker
Sandy Postmaster

LETTERS POLICY
The Post asks that
all letters to the
editor be typed,
double-spaced and
signed. Deadline is
noon, Tuesday. Let-
ters should be ac-
curate, free of
libelous remarks and

in good taste.

This new year's eve and
yuletide were fun like most
others, but | couldn't help

remembering a4 more somber
observance a dozen years ago

The distance and hundred
degree warmth made lovely Viet-
nam seem so unlike a holiday set
ting. Periodic “police actions™
also reminded cheerful
Americans we were close lo war

Those occasions in the nine-to-
five war didn't stop us in the
“comfort zone'' five miles from
the combat zone from afternoon
volleyball games. The [live-foot
Vietnam friendlies always won,
by the way Nor did evening
fireworks at the edge of Saigon
frighten those of us in the securi-
ty of five-story hotels from slipp-
ing downtown for fun times and
drinks ‘til dawn Somehow the
bombs bursting in air never
seemed real to us who watched
the colorful display with July
Fourth amusement from our
wiremesh hotel windows

The Navy hotel down the street
where we lunched was bombed

What seemed real was the “ri-
day | forged my Karmen Giua
through a foot of Seattle snow
. 1969, to report
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by VON BRASCHLER

ween streets, eating rats and
drinking from polluted street
hydrants

played out *‘Walter Mitty" frauds
to live through our jobs
leave. No American | met there
really felt a part of the country or
committed to the war cause. The
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Katherine Graham's son whose
lot overseas was to photograph
awarded soldiers for the Army
newspaper. Since The Post
published Pentagon Papers that
soured war sentiment, | wonder
how young Graham-—now Post
publisher —feels about the war to-
day

The real power on our military
compound, aside from the
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before. The chart also recorded
by color the number of Vietnam
provinces currently held by {
American and friendly troops
versus provinces dominated by
northern Communists.

The numbers rarely changed,
and the green ‘‘safe’’ provinces
always equaled or exceeded the

vinces. rinally a battle-wise cap-
tain from a nearby fire support
base set me straight on the fraud.

Since this new year eclipses the
12-year seal on such classified
documents | now can assure you
that my color-coded daily
scoreboard was fixed. When
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approach, was taken from their
arsenal.
the truth remains that our

won and held mru
ol By gl
numbers to the daily
ed as “friendly” should have
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