In a letter calling for the
renewal of the Clean Air
Act without crippling
amendments, the National
Wildlife Federation has
urged key members of Con
gress ‘‘not to be misled by
the false argument that
Americans are weary of

laws and regulations that
protect their health—the
air they breathe and the

water they drink

Citing five recent public
opinion polls, Dr. Jay D
Hair, executive vice presi
dent of the conservation
group, reminded members
of three Congressional
committees that “a
majority of Americans of
all political persuasions
are strongly opposed to any
watering down of our basic
protection

vast

environmental
laws

The most topheavy poll
cited by the NWF executive
was a Louis Harris survey
indicating that B0 percent
of the American people like
to keep the Clean Air Act
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Hair also cited a New
York TimesCBS News poll
published Oct. 4, in which
67 percent of the
respondents wanted to

maintain present en
vironmental laws even at a
cost in economic growth

A Minneapolis Tribune
poll published Oct 18
reports 62 percent of those
surveyed thought “'protec
ting the environment is
more important than
economic growth—even if
it slows the economy and
costs some jobs

In a recent survey of
voter opinions in eight
mountain states, conducted
by a Phoenix reseach firm
and reported in the Chris
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