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She came to the moun 
tains as a refuge from the 
city sometime prior to the 
1900s. and soon became one 
of Mt. Hood's most in­
teresting legends.

Her name was E A 
Pierce, but she was better 
known as Grandma Pierce, 
or ‘the Bear Woman "

She took up residence in 
Brightwood on what is now 
known as the Barlow Trail 
Road

She lived in a two story , 
cedar «split by hand* 
house

Grandma Pierce weigh 
ed less than a hundred 
pounds, and was a few in­
ches short of five-foot

She was said to have 
been as rough as the bark 
on a tree, and meaner than 
a bear

She had short, curly hair 
that was wound up on her 
head like a bun. but always 
ended up sticking out on the 
sides

Most old timers describe 
her features as sharp, 
almost "w itch like ”  They 
say her small, beady hazel- 
green eyes would sparkle, 
almost as if they could “see 
right through you ”

Grandma Pierce was a 
legend It wasn't her self 
sufficient nature that made 
her a conversation piece.

ESD gets the opportunity 
to polish closure system

With w inter o ffic ia lly  
here, school system s 
around the state had Mon­
day to polish their pro­
cedures for dealing with 
emergency closures from 
ice and snow

For organizations like 
Clackamas Education Ser­
vice District (ESD) the 
p rob lem s c rea ted  by 
emergency closures were 
many times more difficult.

"Three factors com­
pound hazardous weather 
problems for our student 
transportation system ,”  
said ESD Superintendent 
Bob Burns "F irs t, the 
children we transport are 
those in our programs for 
the tra inab le  m entally 
retarded Many of these 
c h ild re n  have o the r 
physical handicaps as well, 
so they can’t take care of 
themselves in an emergen­
cy as well as a non­
handicapped child.

"Also, our transportation 
system stretches over the 
entire county. Our 12 han­
dicapped transportation 
vans and wheelchair buses 
traveled almost a quarter 
of a million miles last 
year,’’ he added. "Road 
and weather conditions can 
change considerably as you 
cross the county.

"F inally, students in our 
program may cross school 
district lines to attend a 
classroom  in another 
district A student may be 
picked up in one district
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nor was it her ability to out­
work any man No. o i 
E A s  claim to fame was a 
fight with a black bear She 
was armed only with a 
short handed hoe The fight 
occurred on March 6, 1914 
Grandma Pierce was 70 
years old.

Needless to say. the inci­
dent created quite a stir 
amongst the community's 
m ore gossip in c lined  
residents And. the facts 
changed some as the story 
was passed along One bear 
later became two. then 
three and eventually it 
became a Grizzly

A year later Grandma 
Pierce penned her own ac­
count of the fight, which 
was pub lished , and 
although a clipping re­
mains. no one knows what 
magazine or newspaper it 
came out of

" I  was working in my 
garden hoeing.”  wrote 
Pierce, "when the woman 
at the next place came over 
and told me there had been 
a bear in her yard, and that 
her husband had gone to 
the neighbor’s after a gun 
and a dog ’ *

While Pierce and the 
neighbor were waiting for 
the man's re turn, the 
chickens began to "make 
an awful noise." The bear 
was close at hand

Grandma Pierce drop­
ped her hoe and made a

where he lives and be bus­
ed into another district 
where there is a classroom 
suited to his particular 
needs. This can lead to con­
fusion when one district is 
open and the other is clos­
ed," Burns said

The ESD, like  most 
school districts in the t r i­
county area, is a member 
of the school announce­
ment system which an­
nounces school closures 
each morning over area 
radio stations

In addition to the school 
announcement system, the 
ESD has five guidelines to 
help prevent confusion for 
parents and others who 
work with the handicapped 
transportation system

ESD buses are based in 
Oregon City. If Oregon City 
School D istrict is closed 
due to bad weather, ESD 
buses w il l  not run  
anywhere in the county.

I f  the school district in 
which the student lives is 
closed as happened Mon­
day in Sandy, Welches, Cot­
tre ll and Bull Run districts, 
ESD buses w ill not pick up 
the student

If a school district bet­
ween Oregon City and the 
student’s home is closed, 
such as Boring’s, the stu­
dent w ill not be picked up. 
This also applies if a school 
district is closed between 
the school district where 
the child lives and the 
school district where the 
classroom is located.

I f  the school d is tric t 
w here the s tu d e n t’s 
classroom is located is 
closed, then the bus w ill not 
pick the student up.

In cases where the 
students lives in the same 
d is t r ic t  in w hich the 
classroom is located, the 
child is transported by the 
local school district is clos­
ed, the child w ill not be
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beeline for the chicken 
house But by the time she 
got to the coop, that hungry 
old bear had a change in 
appetite The bear decided 
to dine on the milk cow in­
stead of the chickens.

Pierce distracted the 
bear long enough to allow 
the cow a chance to escape 
Snarling mad. the bear 
made for the tiny and 
wirery grandma

The old lady ran back to 
her garden where she pick 
ed up her hoe and stood her 
ground The neighbor yell­
ed for her to run. but she 
knew it would be fruitless 
A bear can outrun even the 
best racehorse  at a 
distance of :J50 yards

“ I ’ll do my best," Pierce 
yelled to her neighbor, "but 
if  you see I'm getting the 
worst of it. help me ”

Pierce had killed hogs for 
food, but was now about to 
take on one of the most 
powerful creatures in the 
forest The bear, six foot 
tall when standing on its 
hind legs, and weighing 
about 350 pounds, made the 
situation appear helpless

" I  have killed many hogs 
and knew just where to 
s tr ike  to k i l l , ”  wrote 
Pierce "So I raised the hoe 
and braced myself and 
waited for the bear to come 
right at me.

"When he got almost to 
me he reared right up; then

picked up either
The same genera l 

guidelines apply if schools 
open late, and should 
hazardous weather require 
schools to end the school 
day early.

According to Burns, the 
12 ESD bus routes cross 24 
of the 28 school districts in 
Clackamas County.

He said that the ESD’s 
main concern during bad 
weather is for the safety of 
children.

If there is any doubt

Speaker to discuss 
migrant workers

An International Com­
munity Forum Luncheon, 
sponsored by Mt. Hood 
Community College and 
the Gresham  Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
w il l  concern m ig ra n t 
workers, on Jan. 11 at noon 
in the Town and Gown 
Room at the college.

The speaker w ill be Dr. 
Thomas Gonzales, presi­
dent of Linn-Benton Com-

munity College. The topic 
is "M igrant Workers: Cur­
rent issues and future 
directions.”

He w ill address the pre­
sent and future status of 
migrant workers, especial­
ly in relation to future 
agricultural systems.

The cost for the buffet 
lunch and presentation is 
14.75.

For reservations, call 
667-7313.

Szymczak joins U.S.A.F.
Donald A. Szymczak Jr., 

son of Don and Donna 
Szym czak, 13695 S.E. 
Frank, Boring, recently 
enlisted in the United 
States Air Force Delayed 
Enlistment Program, ac­
cording to Staff Sergeant 
Dan Baker, local A ir Force 
recruiter.

Szym czak, a 1981 
graduate of Sandy Union 
High School, is scheduled 
for enlistment in the A ir 
Forte Feb. 2, 1982,

Upon successfully com­
pleting the A ir Force’s six- 
week basic training course 
he w ill receive further 
tran ing  in his chosen 
career field, mechanics.

He w il l  be earn ing  
c re d its  tow a rd  and 
associate degree in applied 
science through the Com­
munity College of the Air 
Force w hile  attending 
basic and other A ir Force 
technical training schools.

1 struck him between the 
eye and the ear—just 
where I aimed for He 
tumbled on his nose

The first hit was no ac­
cident. but when he raised 
up again I hit him right in 
the same spot, that was an 
accident, as by that time I 
was getting a little  ner 
vo us

"But I never moved He 
fell again, then the third 
time he tried to raise I hit 
him again, not an eighth of 
an inch from the first hit 
He fell and never came up 
again "

Pierce's third blow was 
the fatal one. but as she put 
it. she was taking no 
chances and "played the 
drum on his head" until she 
was positive the bear was 
dead.

With the aid of neighbors, 
the bear was dragged into 
her house, where she skinn­
ed and tanned her trophy

Grandma Pierce quickly 
became a heroine. Her 
bear killing tale put most 
hunters, who had their own 
whoppers to tell, to shame

People came from miles 
around just to visit with the 
old woman. Lutie Bailey, 
who now lives in the lower 
Welches va lle y ,
remembers that there was 
t' well beaten path from the 
early day resort (which 
was operated by her father, 
B illy Welch) to Grandma

about student’s safety, the 
ESD sometimes closes its 
classroom even if other 
districts stay open.

ESD buses are also 
radio-equipped, and should 
the weather turn bad, the 
radio base station stays 
open as long as any ESD 
buses are on the road.

Burns added that ESD 
bus d rive rs  ca lls  the 
parents of students who 
ride their buses if the 
children w ill not be picked 
up r

Pierce's
Bailey said that a visit to 

the area also would always 
include a stop at "Granny's 
place." which woud be a 
highlight of the excursion

Bailey said that she can 
s t i l l  p ic tu re  Grandma 
Pierce today, sitting on her 
fro n t porch rock ing , 
rehashing the events ot her 
match with the bear again 
and again

In her hand would be a 
crude looking pipe, which 
she fashioned herself out of 
a cob of corn Next to her 
would be a |ug of "white 
lightening ”

But Bailey 's memories ol
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Beris tax-deductible
IRA gives you the

Mediterranean, too!

Well give you tip to $ 8 0 0 ’credit on a Mediterranean cruise 
for deposits to Bens IRA or other certificate savings.

The New  IRA U  S N ew t ft 
World Report calls H "The single 
mosl important investment op­
portunity" Reader » Digest says it s 
The new investment opportu:iity 

no one should miss "
Anyone under age 70 with 

earned income can sign up for 
an IRA Even if you're already 
covered by a company pension 
or other retirement plan An mdi 
vldual can deposit up to $2,000  
a year, a working couple up to 
$4,000 a year or $2,250 If one 
spouse works

If you're self employed, our 
Keogh account allows you to save 
15% o f your net income up to 
$15,000 annually

In either case, the money you 
deposit and all interest earned is 
tax-deferred on your Federal tax 
return Reap the benefits of IRA or 
Keogh now. and you'll not only be 
counting the days until you retire 
YouU be counting your money

Be a mflUonalre on 
$2.74 a day

Grandma Pierce go back 
beyond the bear killing As 
a child she was one of the 
o ld woman s c losests 
friends She spent many 
hours by the woman’s side

Grandma Pierce had 
single handedly built her 
own springhouse out of 
boulders, where she kept 
her food stored

She had seemingly the 
largest and finest flower 
and vegetable garden on 
the mountain

She raised her own hay, 
and naturally, cut it herself 
by hand

Nobody knows lor sure 
where Grandma Pierce

Get payroll deduction 
and insured security.

Whether you pick our fixed or 
variable rate plan, w e can transfer 
vour IRA payments automatically 
from your checking account Or 
w e can arrange with most em  
ployers for periodic IRA payments 
in the amount you specify Unlike 
retirement plans offered by some 
insurance companies and broker 
age houses, your Benj Franklin 
IP A  Keogh has no service charges 
or trustee fees And it's insured

Make Ben your Famfly 
Financial Center.

IRA and Keogh account holders 
are entitled to no charge checking 
and 200 personalized checks, ab 
solutely free! You also can receive 
Visa worldwide credit and over 
draft protection, too, upon applica 
tion Plus access to Ben s Banker, 
our network of automatic teller 
machines, where you can receive 
cash anytime Any day

AH aboard with Basil
Wliile your savings are building 

for future financial security, w ell 
help your ship come in now ' Be 
cause with a m inim um  IRA or 
Keogh deposit o f $2.000 or 
$10.000 to any other certificate, 
w ell give you a special non 
taxable 10% credit voucher 
exclusive with The Benj 
Franklin, on your choice 
from five once- in-a lifetime 
October 1982 August 1983 
cruises aboard the rrugestic 
Royal Cruise Line Lisbon to 
Athens Athens. Holy Land.
Egypt Greek Isles Or Eastern 
Mediterranean Each two- 
week air/sea single package 
is pneed between $2.758  
and $4.200 before your 
voucher credit Voucher 
savings vary from $275  
to $840 Limit two 10% 
discounts per

came from Bailey said 
that she never spoke of her 
past, but it was rumored to 
have been a bit on the 
shady side

Grandma Pierce had two 
ch ild ren  who lived in 
Portland, a son and a 
daughter, and they would 
visit occasionally

She lived alone with with 
her parrot and cat. and she 
spoke to both when she 
wasn't talking to herself

The p a rro t had a 
vocabulary that might be 
associated with that of an 
old salty sailor

Bailey said that Grand­
ma Pierce was also quite a 
cook Her biscuits were 
ve ry  good. B a iley  
remembers, as long as one 
didn’t break them open to 
see what the mice might 
have left behind in previous 
rendezvous in the flour 
sack

Even when Grandma 
Pierce was whipping up a 
batch of her famous 
baking powder biscuits, it 
was difficult for Bailey to 
watch

She had long fingernails 
that were generally filled 
with dirt from doing work 
in the garden

" I  used to cringe over 
that but I would just go out 
and look the other way," 
Bailey said " I 'd  think, 
surely she puts them in that

Or Kodak cameras for any depoettl* *
It's a snap to receive one of four sleek Kodak cameras, free with 
qualifying deposits, or at a thrifty low cost for smaller deposits 
Here are the details

With With

Items
Deposit Any
»1.000 »2,000 17,500 »15 000 Deposit

A Wlnnet
pocket camera 

B PartYtlnre
» 5 00 FREE FREE FREE »1 1 0 0

instant camera 15 00 »10 00 FREE FREE 1900
C ’ StvtelMe 

pocket cameta 19 00 14 00 *  9 00 FREE 24 00
D Tele Style lite

pocket camera 
with telephoto 33 00 28 00 23 00 * 1 4 0 0 38 (X)
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than two FM I gift» 
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» I bdbon «trxMW Serving 
Oregon since l i f t  More ihan 
90 oflkes throughout OregonThe

hot oven That ought to 
disinfect them "

Bailey also remembers 
Grandma’s artistic ability 
She made tiny little  baskets 
out of straw from the field

Bailey said that this task 
seemed almost impossible 
to her as Grandma Pierce’s 
hands "were all knarled up 
from hard work and ar­
thritis "

Bailey doesn't remember 
how old Grandma Pierce 
was when she died, nor 
even when she died

She thinks the free 
spirited lady probably just 
dropped over working out 
in her garden one day

But she'll never know for 
sure, nor does it really mat 
ter. for Grandma Pierce 
s t i l l  lives on in her 
memories

•'She had a lo t of 
characteristics and traits 
that I think went into mak 
ing America." said Bailey 
"She was tough She could 
take it and she could make 
the most of nothing She 
wasn’t afraid of anything "

Bailey said that her ad 
miration for the old bear 
woman has not ceased 
after all these years. She 
was one of a kind, and so 
much part of the mountain

Bailey said that maybe, 
jus t maybe. Grandma 
Pierce may have had an ef­
fect on her life

YouU enjoy luxurious amenities 
aboard ship (swimming pool, 
shops, elegant dining, live enter 
tainment). European Ports of-Call. 
complimentary $50 bar/boutique 
credit and a bottle o f wine per per 
son AU to assure Ben's bon 
voyage!


