
The Srfnüy Post

Editorial & Opinion
Von Braschler. Publisher Dan Dillon, Editor
Caroline Duff, Office Manager Scott Newton, News Editor

SANDY, OREGON, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24. ,981

Police haunting highway drunks
State police th ink  they ’ve 

scared most holiday drunks off 
the once-dangerous highway strip 
from Boring to Rhododendron. In­
deed, recent statistics show fewer 
accidents and DUII citations

Only cautious residents who 
steer drunk friends and relatives 
clear of the wheel can continue 
this merry trend toward carefree 
holiday motoring, however

There were only two highway 
fa ta lit ie s  last December in 
Clackamas County and only 37 
DUII citations for drunk driving. 
That’s fewer than county totals 
for other months in the year, so 
i t ’s apparent concerned police 
have cracked down on holiday 
drunk drivers here.

The state gets even tougher now 
with a new law on DUII convic­
tions effective Nov. 1. Still, the 
state police metro area from 
Multnomah to Clackamas County 
logged a whopping 1,100 DUII 
citations during 1980

“ All available people we have

w ill be out working during the 
holidays,”  Sgt. Russ Marsh of the 
Oregon State Police warned. “ Our 
major concern is over the drunk 
drivers We don’t show too much 
mercy, either.”

Only two years ago off-duty 
state policemen concerned about 
the “ deathstrip”  between Boring 
and Rhododendron were 
volunteering their time to patrol 
during the holidays.

State c ru ise rs  would dog 
drivers who pulled out of local 
bars, intimidating those too drunk 
to drive. State police two years 
ago here handed out 23 DUII cita­
tions the first week of an intensive 
holiday crackdown, but slowed 
the drunks down to just one cita­
tion per day toward the end of the 
season.

Most drivers, of course, get a 
little  jumpy when they see one 
state police car and then see 
another just a few minutes later. 
But you can’t argue with results.

Give credit where credit’s due
Remember when Christmas 

was a friendly time of year when 
neighbors would exchange kind 
words, afternoons and dreams? 
That was before the plastic ver­
sion in a shiny tin wrapper hit 
town, and uptown sophisticats 
streamlined the neighborly ex­
change to $9.99 gift bargains and 
relabeled the extravaganza simp­
ly Xmas

Even though Webster agrees 
Xmas is “ popularly...same as 
C h ris tm as ,”  s licks te rs  who 
denuded Christmas with this 
misnomer can’t take all the credit 
for almost killing Christmas.

The substitution of X for Christ 
in Christmas goes back to early 
days of the Christian faith, when 
persecuted believers in Christ us­
ed the cover-up

They weren’t all tough like mar­
tyred Stephen, of course They

**ven spelled out Christianity as 
Xnty and Christian as Xn, ab­
breviations that continue today. 
All may be found in modern dic­
tionaries.

Today, of course, many well- 
meaning folks may substitute the 
term Xmas for the celebration of 
Christ’s birth without truly realiz­
ing their transgression.

But let’s give Christ due credit 
on His special day. Almost all 
modem cultures, regardless of 
religious philosophy, recognize 
Him as a great spiritual leader 
and prophet whose life shaped the 
world like none other.

Let’s remember the Christ ex­
ample, not the X-example which 
stands for nothing and means 
nothing Christ spoke of love and 
brotherhood, forgiveness and 
humanity. Somehow an X doesn’t 
spell that out.

Letter to the editor:
Police offer no hangover remedies

The Innocent Bystander:

‘Man’ of year award eyed

Several articles have 
been written on the subject 
of "alcohol hangovers”  
Usually the author sym 
pat hires with the victim of 
the hangover and offers 
cures

The a law-enforcement 
viewpoint, one important 
piece of advice seldom is 
given To the hangover vic­
tim who doesn’t listen to 
the advice—" If  you drink, 
don’t drive.’’—I have this 
advice:

When an officer stop« you 
from  d riv in g  your 
automobile, don't say, 
" I ’ve only had two drinks”  
He’s heard that too many 
time» before

Don't argue and become

combative, when the of­
ficer wants to search you 
and place you in handcuffs. 
He only is following good 
police procedures for your 
benefit, as well as his own. 
Too often drunk driving 
leads to a second charge of 
resisting arrest

Most Jails require that 
prisoners be handcuffed 
before being admitted. 
When a booking officer 
takes over from the ar­
resting officer, lie becomes 
another witness to your 
condition. He will permit 
you to make a phone call, 
only when the txxjkmg pro 
cess is completed to his 
satisfaction

When you have called an

attorney or close relative to 
say, " I'm  in ja il,” be 
prepared to spend the night 
or longer, probably with 
other ' drunks”

You will not receive any 
of the hangover remedies 
you read about. The 
headache of being treated 
like the common criminal 
you are wouldn't respond to 
the usually prescribed 
remedies, anyway.

The foregoing scenario 
fits the 300-400 men, women 
and young adults who will 
be arrested during the 1961 
Christmas and New Year's 
Eve holiday season

There is another scenario 
that will be the fate of 20-30

other party-goers who 
don’t heed the advice, " If  
you drink, don't drive." 
These are persons who 
aren't fortunate enough to 
be stopped by a police of­
ficer in time to prevent 
(heir involvement in a fatal 
auto accident

If you are the person kill­
ed, cooder yourself for­
tunate You have left allthe 
heartaches and financial 
problems to your loved 
ones Some inheritance!

I t ’« another story, if you 
survive the accident and 
have to face up to the realty 
of having  become a 
m urder-just as though it 
were a gun or knife instead 
of a car that caused a

death
Chances are you still will 

wake up behind bars The 
long days ahead, however, 
w ill be filled  w ith a 
nightm are of grieving  
relatives and a court battle 
to save your fa m ily ’s 
lifetime savings and keep 
you out of a penitentiary.

One last piece of advice 
on hangover remedies:

Don’t imbibe to the 
degree you need a cure 
Above all, don’t take a 
single drink and expect to 
drive a motor vehicle

Have a safe and happy 
holiday.

John C. Williams 
Superintendent

Oregon State Police

That eagerly awaited media event — 
selection of The Man of the Year — ha» 
been completed Previous Men of the Year 
include Fanne Foxe, The Andrew» Sister», 
and a brave chipmunk named Corwin who 
»aved the community of South Pawkett, 
Maine, from a gas explosion

The Board of Judge», however, felt that 
1961 was The Year of the Economy After 
week» of deliberations, they therefore 
selected a man who has done a» much, if 
not more, than any other American to turn 
thia country around: Virgil L Kinsey of 
Wehawken, N J

Interviewed by reporters, Kinsey, a 
36 year old father of five, »aid he was 

flabbergasted*' by the honor I didn't do 
more than anyone else in my »hoes
would've done,** he »aid modestly

Asked what hjs initial contribution has 
been, the unassuming high school 
graduate scratched his head " I guess it 
was back last June when I got laid off from 
my CETA Job as a gurney pusher down at 
the hospital," he said

•‘That not only save the government a 
tidy sum, but it made a heap of sense You 
keep pushing folks around on gurneys and 
they're never going to learn to stand on 
Ih e lr own two feet

"And when I read in the paper the very 
next day that we were going to spend MOO 
million to put the battleship New Jersey 
hack in action, it made me real proud to 
know I was going to be a part of the 
mightiest dreadnought the world has ever

Personally speaking:
He’s wishing for a Christmas angel

This was not. however, the full exent of 
Kinsey's sacrifices for the good of the 
country He enrolled in a free job training 
proram  but he gave that up too when its 
funds were eliminated

**l was right glad,** the freckl faced 
patriot said "Uke I told my wife. Betsy 
Jana. 'Why waste the taxpayers money 
training me for a yot> when they re not no 
jobs lo tie had’  M rs Reagan II neve get the 
While House looking like It ought to, if we 
go frittering away our wherewithal! like 
that

Unfortunately, Kinsey had to go on 
welfare and food stamps to food his family 
I was feeling awful depressed and guilty 
shout being a burden on the government " 
the truly decant citizen confessed "A real 
b»u* funk Bs’s y «  ra n  im agine m y delight 
when the lady down al the welfare office 
udd me that henceforth 1 was going to feel

127 34 a week less depressed and guilty 
than I had been That sure was an easy 
sacrifice to make

"Of course. Betsy Jane didn't see it that 
way at first We can't afford Postman’s 
Ankle no more and we’ll have to make do 
with a cheaper brand of dogfood extender,’ 
she »ays

"Bui I tell her it's worth It so's I can 
sleep nights and I can't sleep nights with 
the window open What window’ ’ says 
»he
" The window of vulnerability,* I explain 
And poor Cap Weinberger 's never going to 

scrape together the MO000 billion it'll take 
to close it with B I  bomber» by 1966 if we 
don’t cut corners someplace "

Moat Americans might have been con 
tent to rest on their laurels at this point, 
but not the Kinseys Even the children in­
sist on doing their fair shre

"Oh, giving up two vegetables in their 
school lunch wasn’t much to ask," admit­
ted the genial dad with a chuckle. "They 
all liked catsup and pickles much better 
anyhow It was the tofu They kept saying. 
Pop, why can’t we have a hot dog now and 

than instead if this white tasteless junk ’
"But I gave them an old fashioned talk 

log to Kids,' 1 said, ‘the president's got to 
find 3 3 billion somewhere to build the 
Clinch River Breeder Reactor and he's not 
ever going to be able to put that much 
money together unless you 11 be good and 
eat your tofu . .**

The dedicated »petting »Usher was to 
have been honored at a banquet Saturday 
at the White House A last minute budget 
cut. however forced cancellation of the af­
fair This was good news for Kuwey.

"Wow, am 1 ever happy to help 
eliminate the windfall profits tax and 
th ereby encourage gas and oil 
exploration,'’ he said. * By not accepting 
my Man of the Year Award

C. Prinsley Meyer made his an­
nual Christmas call the other 
day.

I knew it was coming
Trucks have been pouring 

down Highway 26 loaded with 
freshly <ut evergreens for the 
past two months U nread  
catalogs filled with cheese 
samplers and spice racks have 
been piling up next to my 
fireplace since September And 
even Bing Croaby came back for 
a visit to hearth and home the 
other night on a television 
special

The signs were lined up by the 
season with care, so 1 was 
prepared for Prinsley'» call this 
year

"Well, are you ready to do it 
again’” * he asked wistfully.

Every year, for the past six, 
we've asked Santa to bring us 
each an angel

The lilt of qualifications has 
never been demanding

Just make her nice, I told San 
ta, and the type of person I could 
take home to meet the parents or 
over to meet my friends without 
anybody feeling nervous about it, 
breaking out in hives or snicker 
ing when we left

I ’ve always hoped Santa would 
bring me someone understan 
ding, who can put up with 
whatever ludicrous lane changes 
life takes in the rigors of court 
ship

" I think if you don’t really like 
a girl, you shouldn t horse around 
with her at all. and if you de like 
her. then you’re supposed to like 
her face.' Holden Caulfield M id  
30 years ago. "and if you like her 
face, you ought to be careful 
about doing crumby stuff to it, 
like squirting water all over it”

I think so, too.
I know neither one of us ever

by DAN DILLON
asked for a raving beauty As 
author Dan Jenkins Mid, "One 
th ing  you a lw ays got to 
remember about a pretty girl: 
Somewhere, somebody's tired of 
her ** We heard that 

Neither Prinsley nor I have 
ever mentioned a word about 
pool playing ability Myself. I've 
always taken it for granted that 
that would be standard equip­
ment on any angel worth her star 
dust But I never mentioned a 
word,

I didn’t want to burden Santa 
with a lot of details

But. for the last six Christmas 
m ornings no angel has 
materialized among the bottles of 
after shave and boxes of socks

So. every December when the 
rains gets colder and M t Hood 
gets a fresh blanket of snow, 
Prinsley calls We shake our 
heads at each other over the 
phone and decide not to gat 
desperate over the whole thing 
Then we go off and w rite  another

letter to Santa.
This year my letter is going to 

be a little different. I t ’s going to 
be a thank-you note •

Because this year I got my 
wish—a special angel who has 
helped remind me of what 
Christmas is all about, sharing 
and love

So, Santa thanks for bringing 
an angel

It hasn't made Christmas shop­
ping any easier this year with her 
name now on my list I can’t do 
my tra d itio n a l las t-m in u te  
Christmas Eve dash through the 
stores With a new name on the 
list, I had to pre-plan which sort 
of robbed an easy out

I've always waited until the 
final hours of the Christmas rush 
before I waded into the madness 
of glassy-eyed shoppers scrambl­
ing for the last set of monogram 
med hankies or slipper» in the 
colors of Great Uncle's alma 
mater

By waiting, I eliminated the 
necessity of making a decision I 
took what I got and hoped 
everyone would be happy 
Christmas morning

If I did my shopping before I 
went home, I reasoned, it would 
give too much time to second- 
guess myself lies ides, carrying 
presents home on the airplane 
would Just give me one more 
piece of luggage to lose.

And I'm  tired of losing things
One thing I don’t mind losing, 

however, is the need to write San­
ta for an angel this year, which is 
kind of exciting

But that's nothing compared to 
the excitement I expect tomor­
row in the eyes of my 10-month 
old niece when she wakes up for 
her first Christmas

I Just hope the little angel 
doesn't uphold a family tradition 
and fall head first into the tree.

t o  See?? The ¿ame is 
Much more interesting 
without all those 
silty little r te ...


