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T r e e  p rogram  in  q u e s tio n
b> M ICH AEL P. JO N ES
Pott Correspondent

In the past three weeks
5,101 Christmas tree per 
mit holders in the Zigzag 
Ranger District have been 
greeted by a variety of 
weather conditions, rang 
ing from rain, hail, snow, 
gusty winds and even sun 
shine

But good weather or bad.
Jack Barber of Portland 
once again returned to the 
Lolo Pass aiea to cut 
himself a Christmas tree; 
something he’s done off 
and on for the last 15 years.

Last Thursday afternoon
Barber was accompanied 
by his son. Willie, and 
Brian Elsten of Gresham 
They spent a couple of 
hours  se lectin g  two 
Christmas trees from the 
steep slopes of Lolo Pass 

Barber said that the two 
dollar price for the cost of a 
cutting permit, “ just can't 
be beat ’’ He said that 
generally he selects a 14- or 
15-foot Christm as tree, 
which is difficult tw do in 

town, not to mention the 
outrageous purchase price 
if you can locate a tree of 
that size.

“ If you search out a tree 
in town, it’ll cost you 
anywhere from $30 to $35. 
But most of the time you 
can't even find one over 12 
foot tall because nowadays 
people just have eight-foot 
ceilings.'*

Herb Evans, information 
o ffic e r at the Zigzag 
Ranger Station, said that it 
takes 15 to 20 years for a 
Christmas tree to gr>>w 12 
feet

He said that with the U.S. 
Forest Service having the 
responsibility of vegetation 
control underneath the 
B onneville  Pow er A d ­
ministration transmission 
lines in the area, that they 
were able to give the trees 
time to grow as well as pro­
vide the public with a “ 100 
percent natural Christmas 
tree.’’

Evans says that with the 
pow er co m p an y now 
reassuming the respon­
sibility of vegetation con­
trol beneath the lines, he 
has no idea what the fate of 
the Christmas tree cutting 
program will be

“ I don't really know 
about the p ro g ra m 's  
future.” said Evans “ I 
know we want to continue 
the Christmas tree pro 
gram under the powerlines 
because of its success, but 
it's still up in the a ir.”
To Barber and his two com 
panions. cutting a tree in 
the National Forest has 
become a tradition It has 
become an essential ingre 
dient in Barber family holi
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Willie Barber, Jack Barber and Brian Elsten are pictured after cutting a Christmas tree in the lx>lo Pass area.

day
But trouble is ahead, ac­

cording to these cutters 
With the increase of per­
sons taking advantage of 
the program, good trees 
are becoming scarce, and 
waste is becoming a pro­
blem.

“ I don't see why they 
don't just take what they 
really want, and leave the 
others alone,”  said Elsten 
“Too many trees are get­
ting cut and then discard­
ed If this keeps up it'll be 
even harder the next few 
years to find a good 
Christmas tree ”

Evans adm itted that 
there were some problems

with cutters, but that they 
w ere  m in im a l. He 
estimated that only one 
percent, if that, were in­
volved in wasting this 
resource

One of the results of the 
heavy influx of Christmas 
tree cutters in the area is 
the ncreasing number of 
' doub le -topped'' trees, 
said Barber

Evans said that this con­
dition is caused by so­
meone cutting a tree and 
leaving three or four feet of 
green leaves growing "A  
bud on one of the limbs will 
take the role as the leader 
and grow straight up 
Some’imes two will do this

and you will eventually get 
a double-topped tree ’’

Another complaint of 
Barber s is that the trees 
on the ridges are exposed 
to the winds in the pass, 
and become windblown and 
take on a ragged ap­
pearance. “ This makes 
these trees the least sought 
out,” said Barber, “and 
makes the other trees even 
more desirable ”

But both Barber and the 
Forest Service see the pro­
gram as an important asset 
to the area, if not to 
Christm as itself. Each 
wants to see the program 
continue and each wants to 
see the resource last for 
other generations.

Dine Early 
and 
Save
Mondays thru 
Saturdays
3:30 to 
5:30 pm

SPECIAL EARLY BIRD DINNERS 
TOP SIRLOIN STEAK PRIME RIB OF BEEF

U.S. Choice grade top sirloin, U.S. Choice grade prime rib of beef 
broiled to order. One of Stuart prepared to your liking. Served with

Anderson's favorites au ¡us and creamy horseradish sauce

YOUR CHOICE *5”
OR CHOOSE FROM THESE SPECIAL ENTREES
RANCHBURGER Hearty ground beef patty, broiled
to your order, topped with American cheese. Served
with sliced onion, pickle and tomato, and Bar-B-Que C  A
Sauce (if you lik e )....................................................................  V i U U
DEEP FRIED PRAWNS These delicious prawns (sea $ a  Q C  
favorites) are breaded and deep fried to a golden brown . wW
BEEF RIBS BAR-B-QUE STYLE Two big, meaty beef
ribs cooked and served in a savory bar-b-que sauce, $ A O K
Ranch House style...................................................  .............. w U
CHICKEN POLYNESIAN Baked breast of chicken
baked and served in a tasty Polynesian sweet $41 Q K
& sour sauce.............................................................................. ■»■ww

CATTLE COMPANY 
RESTAURANTS.

rr-ri
425 E. Burnside Rd., GRESHAM, 667-2200

Carmony honored
Junior honors have been 

conferred on 309 students 
at Oregon State University, 
including L arry  G. Car­
mony of Sandy, a business 
major

The traditional honor is

sponsored by the OSU 
chapter of Phi Kappa Phi,

national scholastic honor 
society. It is conferred on 
students who have com­
pleted their first two years 
of university work with 
grade point averages of at 
least a B-plus, and who 
rank in the upper five per­
cent of th e ir  school 
scholastically.

HYPNOSIS
Clinic and Private

_____________ FOR : ________________
• S TR E S S  «SM O KIN G  •W EIG H T
• FEARS • BED W ETTIN G  .M E M O R Y
• SPO RTS • NAILBITING  • SELF CONFIDENCE

Call 668-4221
Billie McNutt. PHD, Certified Union Hypnotheropist

NOT DEAD!
THINK BEFORE YOU DRIVE AND DRINK

^ J o b o d y ’s  p u t t in g  d ow n  m e r r im e n t .
It'e  p a r t  o f  th e  h o l id a y s :  h a p p y  

h earts . . . h ig h  s p ir it s  . . . g o o d  c h e e r  
b e lo n g  to th e  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n .  S o  
do b ig  f e s t iv e  p a r t i e s .  B u t d r u n k e n  
d r iv in g ?  T h a t's  s o m e th in g  e ls e . A nd
th ere’s  noth ing  jo lly  about it!

all about the fine art of conversation.
1 all phone» utj-ok»'- < » -niable in all l<» o n m->

The Fine Art Of Conversation.
Deoorator telephones from Continenfeil. Like a work o f art, these am- 

versation pieces add color and life to any room in your home.
Choose from a variety of styles—design line decorators, traditional 

phones and replicas of antique classics. And colors to suit every dear. Wouldn’t 
it be nice to add a decorator telephone to that special nxra in
your home’l ^

Call or visit your local Continental Telephone l'«Ti
business office or Phone Fair today. And find out *2-^

Continental Telephone

This message sponsored in the public interest by the Sandy Post
and the following communltymlndod butine»»«»

The Gateway Inn
39100 Pioneer Blvd. In Sandy

T.J.'s Fireside Dining
tLOUNOC9

39024 Proctor Blvd. in Sandy


