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[he ted Methodis Church
has a strong adult education pro
gram, according to Trotter, and
the tent of the Oregon-ldaho An
wal Conference was 0 Keep Lhese
people involved by providing
modern facilities while s re
taining a wilderness setting
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About six to 10 persons wi M
employed at the center, with the
number varying according to the
size of the groups using the tacility

| am employing, and very cons
cientiously, local people,” Trotter
said | see that to be good for me
and good for the community

T'he tables are set and meals are
served family style, although an
area where picnics may be held o
summer buffets served will be

available downstairs
The kitchen
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I'he lower level, located opposite

f the -,I--:-lnr:--,', wing, is not finish

ed. Plans for the lower level In
wood stove, and carpeting

Like the
west side of the building

clude a

and lhinoleum rest of the
the large
room on the lower level is encased
n windows
Also, the lower level will provide
space for a second large meeting
room
I'he built by the
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Architect John Kyle

\Iso of Portland
It's a very artistic buillding, |
I'rotter said. ‘'"He did some

really interesting things with the
round surtfaces
T'hat has made for

decorating ll|'1|h|-‘lll‘\ she said, ad

some unique

iding, "'But, it's fun
Much of the landscaping was
done by volunteer work, and the

grass 1s just starting to come up

A short path going into the woods

will be completed in the spring
ifter the rock base has had a
hance to settle. A hard-surface
finish will be put on the path so that

ider
people a little unsure of themselves

persons in wheelchairs, orn
on a more rugged path, will be able
to enjoy tie solitude of the forest

I'radit..nal hiking paths along
Deep Creek are planned for the
future

I'he Collins Retreat Center 1s
located adjacent to Camp
L.eewood, which is another of Trot
ter’s responsibilities

Trotter, and her husband Dick,
an ordained United
Methodist pastor and serves as
chaplain, live in a new residence
near the center

who is

ernative |

Both have experience doing this

kind of work. ''So, we [ell real com

fortable just moving right in
I'rotter said

They have three daughters
Terri, 13, Nancy, 11, and Laurel
10. All attend Boring School

Trotter executive director |
for camps and conferences for the
United Methodist Church for two
years in the Black Hills of South
Dakota (a job her husband held for
six years before going back to
work as a pastor), so the Trotters

are used to the wilderness. They

was

are not used to the rain
We moved the eighth of April

and it was raining,"’ she said with a
laugh, “‘and it rained until the 16th
of June

She added It's kind of
area, as far as having the best of
all worlds available to you in aboul
an hour or two hours in any direc
tion

‘1 think we're going to like it

And, there are other plans for the
Collins Retreat Center. Adding
computers, and tying them in with
other resources, is a possiblity for !
the future

Trotter envisicns a place ‘‘that
gets people in touch with basic
needs, but meets them in a real up
to-date way .’
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December off to fast start for Hoodland Fire Department

by MICHAEL P. JONES
Post Correspondent

An increase of calls has marked
the month of December as one of the
Hoodland Rural Fire Department’s
busiest

On the average, the Hoodland Fire
Department answers 40 to 50 calls
per month, according to Fire Chief
Don Armintrout. The first 13 days in

December the department has
responded to 31 calls

Not included in this figure are the

many times they administered minor
first aid or provided public
assistance

In the past week fire personnel
gave first aid to 13 persons and made
one public assist

Chief Armintrout said that it is dif
ficult to pinpoint exactly what the

reasons are for the increase in calls
but contributed some of them to the
turn in weather and the opening of ski
season, which increased the
volume of traffic in the area

‘There's surely more traffic going
up and down the highway,"” said Ar
mintrout. *'In November we only had
six or seven accidents. This month,
so far, we've had even more."”

Last Sunday, icy road conditions

has

sent a car over an embankment on
Lolo Pass Road just north of Zigzag
I'he driver of the vehicle escaped in
jury

On Saturday, Dec. 12, al 9:30 a.m.,
during the peak morning ski traffic,
the department responded to a non
injury accident on Highway 26. The
accident occurred at the “'Rock Cut’
also known as the “'Double Cut' just
below ““Map Curve.” ley conditions

on this secton of highway had sent
three cars off the road earlier that
morning, despite sanding efforts by
the State Highway Division

One Dec. 9 a car containing three
persons slid into a telephone poll one
mile east of Rhododendron at 10:30
a.m

The injured were transported to
Gresham Community Hospital by
Alpine Ambulance, where they were

Stalf photo

treated for lacerations and abra
sions. Once again, icy highway condi
tions were determined to have been
the cause

Two days later, just above this
same area, at the bottom of Laurel
Hill, another accident occurred. No
one was injured in the accident. The
cause—icy roads

Sergeant Dan Wolf of the Oregon
State Police, commander of the
Government Camp outpost, said that
the best weapon drivers have
against icy roads and bad weather is
to obey the new traction law, which
r!‘(lllll'!'.\ traction lires or chains in

ski areas such Mt. Hood

However, the law only covers state
highways, and not side roads or
Forest Service roads, which means
although they are not posted, hazar
dous driving conditions could still ex
ist

An example of this is a recent acci
dent that occurred on Still Creek
Road above Rhododendron. At 5:15
a.m. a motor vehicle accident occur
red on this Forest Service Road. The
cause—improper traction devices, or
tires too bald to safely travel the icy
back road. The injured person was
taken to the Zigzag Ranger Station
and administered first aid for minor
injuries

I'wo structural fires, as well as a
fire kept
department busy this past week

chimney also the fire

Sunday a fire, caused by moisture
entering an electrical box, struck a
summer home on Road 10. Armin
trout said that the fire caused only
minor damages to the house

On Dec. 8 another fire was caused
by a malfunction in an electric panel
box. Armintrout said that the fire
department responded at 7 pm.to a
residence located in the Alder Creek
area. Damage to the structure was
minimal

While en route to this fire, at 7:05
p.m_, high winds blew a tree limb into
a Portland General Electric
13,000-volt feeder line and shorted out
a transformer near Wildwood Park
One thousand residents in the
Brightwood area were without power
until about 8:15 p.m

AL 5:45 p.m. on Dec. 12, the depart
ment responded to a chimney fire on
East Plaza Trail. The house suffered
no damages and the fire had been ex
tinguished by a neighbor prior to the
arrival of the fire deparment
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