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Editorial

Don’t let home get too warm

Sure they're pretty, but are
vour lights and Christmas tree
really safe” Don't let frayed wires
or a dangerously dry tree turn
holiday cheer into tears

The sad fact, tucked away in
fire department records, 1s the
Sandy area suffers one bad
Christmas tree fire during an
average vuletide. Chief Bob
Rathke therefore recommends
regular water for your tree with
aspirin in a cup at the base. Also,
throw the tree out the minute
needles drop with mere touch of a
hand

Safety consciousness also sug-
gests twinkle lights over hotter
bulbs, safety inspection of wiring,
turning off lights at night and
check on outdoor lights for corrod-
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ed sockets and cracked, dried-out
insulation

Wrapping paper near radiant
heat wood stoves and candles
near flammables pose
Christmas fire hazards

Bob Kallen., PGE district
manager. also urges replacement
of old strings of lights and check
ing for loose connections or fraved
or exposed wires

Also, a cord under a carpet
causes excessive wear and
overheating, Kallen notes

also

Midget bulbs and automatic
timers will enable home
decorators to get through the holi
day with minimal waste of
precious electricy. he added on a
brighter note.

Letters to the editor

Opposes Hoppe
The only helpful informa

tion in the Art Hoppe col-
umn you print d last week

is not to bu,  Newsweek
magazine'
It truly would be

refreshing to have some
refugees who could pay
their own way for a change
Do all refugees have to live
off the taxpayers” Why
aren’t these reporters tell-
ing the public about more
important matters! Such
as HR 3599 which wouid
repeal the Monetary Con
trol Act of 1980

For those who are
unaware this allowed the
Federal Reserve to
(monetize) absorb the wor-
tl:less debt owed to the big
international banks by in
solvent nations. It's stupid
things like this which assist
our inflation and produce
more “funny money'"”’

But influencial people
like David Hockefeller and
his Trilateralist associate
Paul Volcker (head of the
Federal Reserve) prey on
our weak-willed elected of
ficials who pass this kind of
threatening legislation

If the “‘one world govern-
ment’”" minded interna
tional megabankers are
unable to put a car in the
garage or a chicken in the
pot of the so-called Third

World. then naturally
they'll have to take ours
away'

Congratulations David
and Paul, you're doing just
fine

Ralph A Sandercock, Jr

Sandy

Laundry dirty?

Please print this letter,

as | feel it concerns all the
people of Sandy who use
the local laundromat
I have only lived in Sandy
about a month, and 1 have
found it necessary to use
this laundromat. 1 am
disgusted with its upkeep
It is very apparent that
maintenance is to a
minimum, because it is
filthy and needs attention
bad. Unfortunately it is the
only one in town, and for
many who don't drive, the
only place to wash their
clothes. Today was my lasl
trip there, for | will go
elsewhere rather than use
that facility
I hope this letter brings
about some concern {rom
its owner, for now [ am a
Sandy resident and loca!
business person and am
very concerned as to Sandy
having the best our local
businesses can offer
Nancy Nutter
Sandy

Yea, Reagans!

Your story with
photograph (Dec 1) aboul
little Hannah being born to
Nancy and Ronald Reagan
of Boring failed to note that
the birth took place at
Portland Adventist
Medical Center

Thanks for setting the
record straight. With a
name like that, she might
grow up to be president’

Harold M Wynne
Sandy

Reagan flop?

Now that Reaganomics is
producing record federal
budget deficits we are told
by Murray Weidenbaum,

Chairman of Regan's
economic advisors, that big
budget deficits aren't so
bad after all. Another
Reagan ecnomist asserts
the connection between
federal deficits, interest
rates, and inflation is "'non
existant.”” This 180 degree
(eversal of rheturic
resembles the
“Newspeak'' of Orwell's
19684

With programs that

benefited senior citizens,
handicapped, students,
farmers, education, the

poor, small business, inner
cities, mass transit, the en
vironment, and
unemployed sacrificed on
the alter of Reaganomics to
fight inflation we must
wonder what their motives
really are?

The sad truth is that elec
ting Ronald Reagan and
Denny Smith has not cut
federal spending, but in
stead dramatically shifted
priorities to record spen
ding on military hardware
and taxcuts for the rich and
oil companies

These latest revelations
need an explanation from
our local representative of
Reaganomics, Denny
Smith, as soon as possible

Dave McTeague
Salem

Credit Weaver

A letter that urged cut
ting loggers free from old
costly contracts so they
could begin cutting maore
Irees was written last week
by US Rep Jim Weaver of
Oregon The Post regrels
accidental omission ol the
writer s name

Salem scene:

State ‘outgrows’ public?

by JAMCK ZIMMERMAN
Vasohated Oiregon Industries

Oregon is the home of a significant
growth industry

It doesn't have anything to do with the
mysteries of electronies or luring out of
state tourists to spend their dollars here

Ihe surprise could turn o downright
astonishment, when s pointed out this so
called growth industry s none other than
tix supported local government

sonetheless, Nigures from the Employ
ment  Division of the Department ol
Human Resources conlirm local govern
ment's growth compared with other
categories of the state s economy

The fact is pointed out by Terry J Mal
toek. executive director of Oregon Tax
Hesearch, an independent  non profit
argamization that has watch dogged
government spending since 1S

Despite economic hardships which have
battered Oregon s economy (he last two
vears. Mattock reports the number of
workers employed by various govern
ments remains a significant portion of the
totul workforee

The total is only shightly less than the en
tire workloree ol the manulacturing sec
fion wmounting 1o nearly one of every five
non agricultural workers

Vurthermore, among the three public
employers only local government can be
comwidered a major category of employ
ment . aceording to Maltock

b mphoyment Division figures show lotal
jon wl government workers rank second on
Iy to retail trades in a comparison of job
somirces. With an average monthly working
torce of 116 400 hetween Seplember
and the same month this year, local
government employed |1 percent of the

workforee.

Legistative Report trom the State Capital
FRCLUSIVE to Ovegon « Week iy New s
pers lrom Associaled (regon Indusinies

Among all government workers, those in
local governmenl account for 8 percent
State workers comprise X7 percent and
federal workers |5 percent

There have to be discermible reasons (or
this situation In recenl years Orvegon s
population has been mereasing at rales
above the national average Under such
circumstances, it would follow that
demands (or more services would natural
Iv create more local government employ
ment Earlier this vear however, statist
cians  announced Oregon's  population
growth rate fell to zero

But in 1979 blessed with a whopping
surplus of income tax revenue -the
Legislature enacted a property tax reliel
program so immense that nearly one third
of all homeowners had no properly tax
hiability at all

It appears obvious that volers in local

government property tax elections,
substantially relieved by the Legislature's
largess, approved ever levies in the
belief they could well afford it

Then comes the recession

Little wonder the tax
risen anew and
rebellion

The Innocent Bystander: |
Yank stamps would scare Scrooge

Our upstairs neighbor, Mr
Crannich, was trying out his ski
boots the other mght by jumping
off a chair for several hours
Some might find this odd as he
hasn't skied for years

But when | ran into him on the
steps the next morning, | didn’t
mention it 1 just told him cheer
ly that | was off to buy our
Christmas cards

Christmas cards''' he cried,
falling into my trap. 'l haven't
ent out those syrupy
crassly mean
ingless things in years. You have
to be a real idiot to spend 20 cents
to mail some stranger’s printed
sentiments to somebody you
hardly know who won't read it
anyway. Boy, what stupidity'

“One more insult like that
Crannich, " I said, eveing him col
dly, “and I'll invite your to our
Christmas Sing Along, Hot But
tered Rum  Chocolate Yule Log

one ol
commercial

Party

He blanched. “"You You
know my secret”’ he stam
mered

“Yes, you are a seasonal
alienator, I said grimly
There's no use denying it You

made one Little slip: that cruise
vou took to the Lesser Antibes
last January during which you

by ART HOPPE

danced the mghts away and ac
tually appeared at the pool in you
bathing sut

I thought
would notice

I hoped no one

‘Not notice! There the rest ol
us were, scrounging to pay our
bills, eating nothing but
grapefruit and lying around with
cold compresses on our
foreheads. How else could you
alone have survived the holidays
rich, rested and slender”

glanced nervously
this way and that. "'You've got
me dead to rights. " he admitted
“But don't tell the others. | jusl
couldn’t take it any more

“What got to vou most” "’ 1 ask-
ed

“Well, | might have survived
the usual fHighting downtown
mobs to buy presents, the fatten-

Cranmch

Personally speaking:
Luckily, dogs don’t know karate....

Dogs are confused by crazy
people, and that's saved my life
countless times now

I stumbled on this strange sell-
defense posture while jogging one
night. So | can’t blame my crazy
behavior purely on the dogs it's
meant to impress. A good share
fits into my lenny runners
Anyone stupid enough to jog in
the dark deserves whatever he
gets, | suppose

| started my workouts for exer-
cise—the lungs as well as the
midriff  Side-benefits : me
coming back for more time,
t y
Jogging ~like other time-
consuming exercise, you see, is

mentally emotionally relax-
ing nu:&nﬁ-dhm
y Seme doctors
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ing. boring parties, the nsul
ferable good spirits. But what
drove me to take desperate
measures was a letter from my
sister, Maude, saying she, her
husband. Meachem, and their
three kids would love to spend
Christmas with me.”

“That's when you turned to
seasonal alienation™"

Yes, | sent her a telegram
saying: ‘Sorry, can’t have
Meachem in house Have
developed severe allergy to gin
fumes

“Not bad,” | conceded “"But
what about your other relatives
and friends”"”

“Didn’'t you get my annual
vear-end mimeographed newslet
ter in which | bragged about be-
ing appointed chairman of the Idi
Amin Relief Fund”"

“Yes, but when | reached the
part about your new hobby ol
coughing at symphonies, | got
mad and tore it up.”

“That's too bad. You missed
my interesting tips on how tp
meet people by smoking cigars in
elevators, taking up two parking
places with one car and always
paying by check in the super-
market express lane

“As | recall, you had a very
grouchy December. ™

I alienated peo
ple right and left. | guess my
greatest triumph came when
they gave the office Christmas
party while | was out to lunch.™

That's a target for others to
shoot for "' 1 agreed

Well. thank vou.” he said

But | have to be running along
Do you realize there are only a
alienation days until
Christmas, you insensitive,
hourgeois Babbitt, vou®"’

I watched him go with
something akin to admiration
Crannich seemed to have the
makings of a first class seasonal

Ihat's right

lew

alienaor  But like many in- !
novators, he went too far |
He ran into my wife, Glynda, |

coming out of the beauty parlor,
tipped his hat and said, “My. you
look just like Margaret
Thatcher. ™

Hell. believe me, hath no fury
like a vounger woman compared
to Margaret Thatcher. Giving
vent to a hitherto unbeknownst
streak of venom, Glynda is even
now fliendishly planning a Sur-
prise Egg Nog. Fruit Cake
Burbon Ball Gala for Crannich.

Poor Crannich. But he’ll learn.
No man alive has ever suc-
cessfully escaped from Devil's
15tand ~r Christmas.

stress. That leaves the night,
when busy little journalists drive
home in their funny little cars by
1l p.m.

Midnight jogs are a whole dif-
ferent trip. First, you can’t see



