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Fireman
of year
named

Richard Curtis, 22, of
Rhododendron was
selected as Firefighter of
the Year at the Hoodland
Fire Department’s annual
Christmas banquet, held
Dec. 5 at Timberline
Lodge

Curtis worked his way up
from the bottom, starting
out in the department's
auxiliary program when he
was 16 years old. He work-
ed for two summers for the
department in the Youth
for Employment Program,
sponsored by the federal
Comprehensive Employ-
ment Training Act

He also worked as a
volunteer fireman until he
was hired on as a fulltime
firefighter by the district
two years ago

An Emergency Medical
Technician Il and a
Firefighter 11, Curtis is in
charge of special projects
around the station. He also
orders all equipment for
the department

Fire Chief Don Armin-
trout praised the support of
Curtis's family, which he
said really shows his con-
tributions to the depart-
ment

He said that Curtis “‘has
really dedicated himself to
the Hoodland Fire Depart-
ment, and has always been
there when needed.”’

‘“He's multi-talented,"
Armintrout said. ‘‘He's one
of our best engineers and
engineer instructors.”’

Armintrout said that
Curtis was selected by the
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