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Illegal sewage dumpings baffle state, county
bi MICHAEL P JOSES 
Foil Corrnpondrnt

The Mt Hood area has 
been called many things by 
many people Some call it 
“ God's C o u n try ,"  or 
"Oregon's Last Eden "  The 
development-minded claim 
that it has the potential of 
becom ing one of the 
world s best ski resorts 
because of its year around 
skiing

However, the way things 
have gone these past few 
weeks, the Mt. Hood area 
could become known as 
• The Sewage Capital of 
O regon ." Governm ent 
organizations have been 
trying to cope with a grow 
ing number of illega l 
sewage dumpings, both in 
the rivers and directly on 
the roads

The last o f f ic ia l ly  
repo rted  dum p was 
discovered Nov 12 at the

Blazers’ Washington helps 
with ‘Mail O ff campaign

by GWEN BOGH 
Post Correspondent

Kerm it Washington of 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
helped the Boring Post Of­
fice get its "M a il Off”  cam­

Kermit Washington and Jean Kolli I’tw.ln by Owen Bogh

junction of fa irw ay and 
Bright Avenues, which run 
through an undeveloped 
section of the Kipplmg 
Hi ver Resort near the new 
Hoodland Sewage Treat­
ment Plant

Larry Hoyt, who lives 
just around the corner 
from the dump site on Ar 
rah Wanna Boulevard, 
drove up a hill on fa irw ay 
Avenue and his car was im 
mersed in sewage It was 
six inches deep and 
covered half the road The 
sewage flowed down into a 
storm sewer, which emp 
ties into the Salmon River

Hoyt is believed to have 
discovered the second 
"known’’ spill that occur­
red that day His wife. 
Lou ise, had sm e lled  
sewage at noon

On fr iday , Nov 13. the 
Hoyts con tacted  the 
Hoodland R u ra l f i r e  
District and reported the

paign underway by sending 
some early Christmas gifts 
himself

During the Christmas 
season post offices are 
burdened by large volumes 
of mail To help minimize

A Jolly Gift. 
InTheNick

Of Time.

dump Assistant f i re  Chief 
Lane W interm ute was 
dispatched to the scene but, 
due to the heavy rains, 
found no trace of the dump 
It had washed down into 
the river

On Nov 15. three more 
inches of sewer sludge was 
discovered at this same 
location, making this the 
third “known”  dump in 
four days By the time in­
vestigator Dick Wixon of 
the Oregon Department of 
E nvironm enta l Q uality 
visited the site, more 
sewage had accumulated 
on the road

W ixon then n o tifie d  
Walter Cate of Clackamas 
County's Code Compliance 
Section of the Department 
of Environmental Services, 
and requested that a clean­
ing truck be dispatched to 
wash the streets off The 
fo llow ing  day a road 
foreman visited the site

the prob lem  D w igh t 
Stampflee. postmaster of 
the Boring Post Office, a r­
ranged to have Washington 
at the post office Friday to 
help draw attention to the 
mail early campaign

and reported that there 
wasn't enough sewage left, 
due to the heavy rains, to 
have a truck drive up the 
mountain to hose off the 
site However, within a 
couple of days, another 
dump was made

Hugh Kloney, who is in 
charge of the county s 
Road Department, was 
mad

" I f  I could get my hands 
around his neck (the 
dumper’s i,"  said Kloney. 
" I 'd  stick his nose in it

"We would have sent a 
flush truck all the way 
from Oregon City but it was 
raining sotiard we thought 
it'd all be washed away,”  
said Kloney. "However, we 
figured wrong Somebody 
dumped some more 
sewage at the same spot "

Kloney said that he has 
never seen the situation 
with illegal dumping "as 
bad in the Mt Hood area as

W ashington m a iled  
basketballs to the grand­
children of Jean Rolli, who 
is a clerk at the post office 
Michael and Brent Jackson 
receiver' the balls bearing 
Washington's signature.

Stampflee said, " I t  isn't 
too early to be mailing for 
Christmas.”  Waiting until 
the la s t m inu te  
necessitates sending cards 
or packages by airmail in­
stead of 4th class, which is 
considerably more expen­
sive

He noted that mail bound 
for Alaska must be at the 
post office by Dec 8 if it is 
to arrive on time

The post office, located 
amidst fir  trees and serene 
landscaping, was built in 
1976 According to Ben 
Lusche r, P o rtla n d  
Regional postmaster, the 
Boring Post Office is “one 
of the brightest spots”  
among 150 post offices in 
southern Washington and 
Oregon He said that Stand 
flee has done an "excep­
tional job,”  at the pout of­
fice and that both the in­
terior and exterior grounds 
reflect that excellence

Also appearing at the
"M a il O f f"  was Ben 

Suscher, P o rtla n d
postmaster, and Norm 
S ing le ton . G resham  
postmaster

compared with anywhere 
else in the entire county "

" It 's  ithe Mt. Hood area» 
not like other areas in the 
county, where they at least 
dump it alongside the 
road." said Kloney “ Up 
there, they dump it right in 
the middle of the road "

Cate and Wixon said that 
it is impossible for their 
agencies to do anything 
about “ these dum ps" 
because they have no idea 
where the sewage is com­
ing from or who is responsi­
ble

"We don't have the fog 
giest idea,”  said Cate "We 
don't in any of these situa­
tions ”

Kloney said that he per 
sonally could not unders­
tand "why the people in the 
area haven't seen anyone 
dump the sewage," This, 
he said, makes him suspect 
that it isn’t the work of a 
"m idnight dumper,”  so­
meone who dumps at night 
to prevent being seen He 
believes the spills are oc 
curnng any time of the day 
or night

"Why get up in the mid­
dle of the night,”  asked 
Kloney, "when it's more 
convenient to dump during 
w orking hours. That's 
straight time If nobody
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What do you envision to put smiles on 

the faces of those you love this 
Christmas? Toys, bikes, drums, new 
bookcases, a video recorder? Whatever 
It may be, where will you find it?

To please your special someone with a 
perfect present, shop Yuletide Gift 
Guide It's in the Classified section with 
shining stars guiding the way to 
thoughtful, personal gifts.

Before ’you face the elements, face 
Yulet'de Gift Guide for help in planning your 
purchasing route It will save you steps and *
money You may even locate a gift from an in­
dividual for that hard to-please person on your list.
Remember too, if you produce items suitable for
Christmas gifting or have things about your home which would be more useful to 
someone else, they can be advertised In Yuletide Gift Guide Just call the newspaper's 
Classified Department and ask an Ad-Visor how it ’s done Soon you’ll be shooDina and 
selling the easy Yuletide Gift Guide way. w

Gresham Outlook

reports you. why worry? It 
costs money to dump into a 
sewage treatment plant, 
and this way someone's 
saving money "

Jay Massey, a fish 
biologist with the Oregon 
State Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, said that he 
has had a number of calls 
from’ fishermen in the area

EA ST C O U N T Y
COM ES F IR S T

W IT H  KRDR

KRDR — the first radio station in Oregon with 
full-time country music programming
KRDR — the first radio station to serve East 
County with hourly East County news
KRDR — the first radio station with East 
County airborne traffic reporting
KRDR — the first radio station with 
computerized East County weather reporting

KRDR: proud to be part of East County for 25 years. 
Call 667-1230 for programming or sales information.

KRDR ★ 1230
FIRST W ITH EAST COUNTY FOR 25 YEARS

For 25 years now, Last County’s come first with KRDR. And 
KRDR s brought a lot of broadcasting firsts to East County.

who are quite concerned 
about the dumps because 
the sewage is entering the 
Salmon River He said that 
the dumpings are of con­
siderable interest to his 
department since the river 
is a major salmon and 
steelhead stream in the Mt 
Hood area

So far county and state

agencies are at a loss as to 
what to do about the situa 
tion With budget cuts, h ir­
ing special personnel to 
work on the problem is out 
of the question. But what 
they all agree on. is that 
things won't get better until 
the person*s» responsible 
for the illegal sewage dum 
pings are apprehended

The Snoopy A Woodstock Phone Antique Wall Phone

Speaker Phone Standard Desk Phone
( l ir is i hui* m i l *  In i s u n ir l ln i ig  * |mm i.iI, l o r  the added c o in  en ienee n l an 
ftMlrtf phone  n r  c lin n s in g  h g il l,  n c  ra n  sh im  von lio n  Io  save m oney by 
p u rc h a s in g  y o u r  hde p bn n e  U e ’ v r  gut . ill k in d s  n l p lum es fu r  a ll k inds  n l 
lu lk s  S ir  them  al y o u r  Phone I a ir  m business o ffice , bel us r in g  u iic  up  fu r 
v im  lo d .n

I V  . Continental Telephone 
' — J ot the Northwest

• -r»»» at Co»
* 1I m I ( 1 lia iH s  » h u i I i »»h im  i I m m i n l p i »»«Jin • » m  s ing le

€ O E

(

*

p a r t i l i i i r s
>'**»' Ion« « « »»adsnw» o» « • V » '« .* ’ Iwmm* vxw I« «y>«pA ComcMer»

RUUKUltCHAMAZ If MS « NM U»M«<H »•»..«• SyOd« «O- inc RfikSclO» Aw«r«an TelawimriSescahonaCoroorabon


