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Youth need recreation builders

Sandy area youth had little
enough organized recreation,
before levy failure axed grade
school activities and the com-
munity school. Now, for many,
there's next to nothing to do here.

The movie house closed some
time ago for the second and final
time. Plans to build a bowling
alley here fizzled. There is no
dance hall really

So where do kids go here, if
they're not interested in horses,
scouting, high school clubs, varsi-
ty sports or church groups? Lack
of recreation for youth here en-
courages mischief or trips out of
town

Short of building a city youth
center which costs plenty, there’s
a lot concerned residents could do
for bored Sandy youth. They could
form a rod and reel club. They
could organized an archery club

or junior rodeo. They could set up
monthly or weekly dances.
Perhaps they could form a
regional boxing club and invite
the whole town to smokers.

Civic clubs with youth pro-
grams like Optimists and Kiwanis
could lend their muscle and spon-
sorship. Buildings and equipment
could be loaned for activities—not
permanently, but from time to
time on key occasions

The whole town could give a lit-
tle to keep youth from bending
away from our community. We've
got to make this city someplace
they like to live and someplace
they'd like to continue living.

If you agree and would like to
serve on an organizational steer-
ing committee for youth recrea-
tion here, give us a call at 668-5548
and ask for the publisher. Let's
get serious about our kids.

Time to show concern for dying

Concern for the sick—those ter-
minally ill patients who grapple
with death at home-—spurs many
to compassion and sympathy.
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Attendance i1s an easy way to
show your concern for hospice
and its clients. Miss Sothern
already has shown that she cares
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the fact lawmakers spent a record 203 days
earlier this year attempting to achieve the
constitutionally mandated balance, the
January meeting will be the third special
session in 18 months

Reasons for the financial crunch are
many, but mostly tied to high intrest rates
that have depressed the market for forest
products and created severe unemploy
ment in the industry that has traditionally
ranked as the state's principal job pro
ducer

Further complicating Oregon's problem
has been rising inflation and the national
tight money policy, designed to curb the in
flationary trend. Additional thorns in the
sides of those entrusted with matching the
state’s income with outgo include our
growing reliance on income taxes for
revenue and providing property tax relief
from the same source

Although the long-predicted national
recession failed to occur until this fall.
Oregon's economic woes have been
worsening steadily since the spring of 1980
And the revenue shortage was compound-
ed by a massive 30 percent property tax
relief program enacted by lawmakers in
1979 to quell a substantial taxpayer revolt

Gov. Vie Atiyeh responded to the 1980
revenue shortfall by calling a special ses-
sion in August that year to trim state spen-
ding by some $200 million. The Governor's
budget for the current fiscal biennium.
presented to lawmakers prior to their
regular session that started last January,
continued the belt-tightening in anticipa-
tion of an even further decline in revenue
Lawmakers, faced with choices that in-
volved raising taxes and even deeper
budget cuts, finally opted for a little more
of both

Although they postponed final decisions
until Aug. 2, revenue projections later that
month hinted the continuing economic
decline might produce a lingering deficit
as high as $65 million

cautioned state agencies against spending
as much as the Legislature had approved
In light of the fact lean budget already had
curtailed some programs, resulting in
layoffs of some state workers, further
spending reductions consisted largely of
refusing to fill jobs as they arose through
employment attrition

Earlier this month it appeared the
faltering economy would produce a short
fall in revenue even more severe than in
August. Raw data released last week
heightened concern and it's budgetary in
terpretation expected early in December
could cause Atiyeh to once more call
lawmakers to Salem for further action

The Governor is permitted to react to
revenue shortages on his own, if the
amount can be dealt with by equal, across
the -board reductions for all agencies But
in light of the already lean budget, it is
doubtful balance can be achieved without
specific program reductions within ex
isting budgets. Only the Legislature has
the power to so act

Although the actual shortage won't be
known until next month, Atiyeh has in
dicated the January session would be trig
gered if the figure is in the $80 million
range. Legislative leadership has in
dicated it might be as much as $150
million

Atiyeh has said spending cuts are the on
ly practical solution to the dilemma and
that he will not request tax increases
Since the actual deficit remains unknown
and operating budgets already have been
extensively pared, there is no consensus
among lawmakers where further reduc-
tions might be achieved

(EDITNOTE: Jack Zimmerman writes a
regular column for Associated Oregon In-
dustries, a state lobbying group. His opi-
nions do not necessarily reflect those of The
Post.)

What the dickens is pot worth?

“Thanks for the weed,”" Carl
said, slamming the door of the
Pinto behind him

He stood in the fog for a mo-
ment before going into the house
He checked to make sure the $5
bag of green-gold Columbian
marijuana was stuffed deep in his
right jean's pocket

He looked at the door-knocker
before going into the house. It had
been in the family for a long time
The pewter wolf seemed to glare
at Carl

“That pot's better than 1
thought,” he said in a whisper as
he walked through the door. He
told his parents good-night, and
went up to bed

He was restless, and couldn't
seem to get comfortable. He
heard a clanking noise, and as it
got louder he sat up in bed
“What's going on,” he said loud-
ly. He wasn't worried about
disturbing his parents. He was
scared

Before him stood a young man
in dark, dirty rags, dragging a
chain

Carl could not see under the
dark hood. Yet there was
something familiar about this
figure in the dark

“Do you doubt that I'm a
ghost,"" he asked

“What I'm sure of is that |
should not eat foods that do not
agree with me "’

With that the ghost started rat-
tling his chains, and the effect
was chilling

“Stop Iit,”

Carl screamed.

by SCOTT NEWTON

“Please stop.” His parents did
nol come to see what was the
matter

“I wear the chain 1 forged in
life,”” the ghost said. ‘I made it
link by link, yard by yard. Is its
pattern strange to you?"

“You must carry this,"
asked.

“No rest, and no peace. Cap-
tive, bound and double-ironed
Oh, to have lived life and to not
have known Christian spirit, to
regret life's opportunities misus-
ed”

He rattled his chains again.
“Please go easy on me," Carl
begged

“I cannot. I am here to warn
you that you have a chance to
avoid my fate. You will be visited

Carl

at the stroke of one

Carl tossed and turned, and
when the clock in the hallway
struck one a woman in a white
robe entered his room. She took
his hand and they flew out the
window. It was not foggy out, but
Carl did not know where he was
until they entered a high school
gym

There were probably 100
parents in the gym, watching a
freshman-sophomore wrestling
tournament. Carl had just won
over an opponent that no one
thought he could beat

Carl, the senior in high school,
might have thought it was no big
deal. But he was vulnerable now,
and he shouted and clapped his
hands as he watched teammates
congratulate a skinner, smaller
and younger Carl

And then he saw Angie. It was
on that very night that he'd first
noticed Angie. And, maybe he'd
noticed her because he knew

she'd noticed him. “I haven't
seen Angie for awhile,”” Carl told
the woman in white. "I guess I

didn’t realize how much | miss
her."”

Soon he was back in bed, and
was startled to hear the clock
strike one again

A man in a shiny black robe ap-
peared, and Carl followed him
This time it was to the cafeteria
of the high school he attends

"“So why isn't Carl out,”” one of
his friends asked.

“‘He said that wrestling cuts in-
to his party time," said the other

‘Was he serious?

“Is Carl ever serious,
answering the question
question

Back in bed again, the clock
struck one. A man in a drab
black robe appeared. Carl follow
ed him to vet another Eym
nasium :

Is this the way it has to be,
Carl asked the man in black. *'Is
it too late to change?’

He received no answer, and
was back in bed shortly. He toss
ed and turned, and slept a little

He awoke suddenly, and was
startled. He jumped up and stret-
ched. He felt good. He dressed
quickly, and ate breakfast

On his way to school he put his
hands in his pockets, and felt the
$5 bag of marijuana. He tossed it
over his shoulder, and did not
look back

By 7 a.m. he was in the school
library, making up back
assignments. On his way to his
first class he stopped by his
wrestling coach’s classroom. “‘Is
it too late for me to come out,’’ he
asked

“No, Carl, it's not. But, I've
seen your grades. You won't be

he said,
with a

eligible if you don't get it
together #

“'n gel it together, really
Coach,” he said. “‘Hey, it feels

good to be calling you coach
again." With that he headed to
class

The coach shook his head. He
wasn't going to argue with him
about it
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