Section - -
Home & Garden

Features

OREGON, THURSDAY K OCTOBER 15

The Séndy Post

Area News

New tire traction law in effect this winter
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Thousands of houseplants to be auctioned this weekend

cluding seasonal labor

The Wy'east Day Lodge

It's actually a hobby that got out of

24- by 60-foot lean-to

Governor Vie Ativeh

auctioneer, said that the more he learns

‘Yes,”" she replied with a laugh,

Ann's portion of the business hand,”” Mrs. Wickersham joked Friday And then last year they built a 24- by about houseplants the better off he'll be because that's the truth
- however, is no less remarkable on the day that happened to be the 40-foot cold house, where they raise this weekend, when he'll auction off “"Most people can’t dream, and then
NS S I' ) ':I $ it the sale of the Seven years ago she was working out Wickershams 11th anniversary plants in the winter, like tomato and plants from 10 a.m. till probably about4  back up and start hammering it out,’

entury, and for plant lovers it just may of an eight- by 10-foot combination i ) cabbage plants, to put out in the fieldin  p.m Cox said

g Plants Inc. will be auctioning greenhouse and porch, selling, and tak \e\|I¢-}I:.l|.-[I:;:k;::v:}kr:nhi:‘[r'::r.lglriuijl:\lul;;l ‘T:";“ I‘II‘IIH"U.”\ for an early spring harvest It's a new challenge for me,"” he . The Wickershams and Cox ?i‘rv |r‘1 a
% e ing in sick plants s . F'here are a number of reasons said hammering-it-out stage. They've
inds of house plants, three the public’s interest in plants, has pro Wickersham is having the auction It's a new challenge for both of us advertised by mail, and have sent
’ wort) And then one day a man, who had spered, although things have gone at a First of all, she wants to specialize in Wickersham threw in, later adding that 2otion 40 Slher Srethouds wners and
e there is story in Fred brought over hllx" ‘?'[P \' t:il:m!h. rt;]:d I’I]; [-"P“!_[‘;"“;“fi‘ llltl_m-\  tha firnt fuchsias, both hanging and tree 0 days ago | didn’t even know who he  plant wholesalers and retailers that

ind Ann Wickershams' total ”"‘;:;]:}"{:::;‘L-{*Illi_'"' P AT wap— m_”,:;::}::“_ ;:]r"’:.l,‘ill ;|;l:u‘lgl:,l,l.;“:,\“”'; "”: fuchsias, and they require a lot of room WS might want to participate

é . at as s . . e ; r— . g —_— A

jperation, which includes the ‘We failed to ask him what size it cond, a 20 by 76 footer constructed out '.:li-l.‘:ull;::ph I;;ﬁ_\h‘r:_{;1::}”:';‘l::;illlll:_it::: W :}i:"\l;::r.: IT:I dhlll“rllul kl:l Art.hﬁflilnr Plants will be sold both individually
- I - I, :t irm Market, and Ann's u..h, I.\I'.II'I Wi kt-[-\h'l.r’ll ;.fu:‘ ’ .\‘:»- got  of materials they got salvaging a barn plant that's :i|“ii-_\~ in demand. 8o it's a jampered his enthusiasm for either of .mF'!rI::Tgr};lt:‘;:nm Lt pamal 2
'hat stery begins with Tensy. whe over there and it was 28 by 64 fec A short time after that they acquired  Smart business decision, in her opinion them \“m;“' |r1h-||°:lm|. pq-r;:m‘. “‘3“ -

e than 30 yvears ago began building They tore it down, took it home and a 20- by 54-foot greenhouse At least 36 varieties of plants will be There's an art and a science (to ;I:uu\‘n- e :

he operation from scratch, to a place

v oemploys

21 people, not in

set it up, and thus began the houseplant
business

In the fall of 1979 they added a 40- by
108-foot greenhouse, which includes a

17 and 18, and each

species of plant requires different care

auctioned off Oct

So, by specializing Wickersham will be
ible to better utilize her time

She also wants to concentrate on her
A cool greenhouse uses less

Another

cool house
electricity for one thing
business decision

She also wants to concentrate on
scrubs

Asked how she learned the hor
ticulture business, Wickersham
replied, Irial and and
there are a lot of errors and you learn
the hard way

She's looked at

at one time or another,

error boy,

thousands of books
and no two of

growing plant and vou must have

both to make it successful he said

You don't just go out there flip the

witch to 50 degrees and start planting
ind growing

Plants are sensitive, Cox said They
know Ann

Wickersham pointed out that several
years ago, when studies came out ex
plaining how plants are affected by
music, that she did her own study

You turn a radio on be-bop,"” she

said, “and two days later you can see
your plant pushing away from (the
source of ) that sound

“Yet you put it back on soft, mellow

Some people might be
interested in the greenhouse construc
tion alone

I'he Wickershams were the first, in
to use an A" frame
construction inside the greenhouses to
better utilize the light, as well as the
clear plastic packing
material to insulate, a move which cut
their electric bill in half

I think they want to make some
money,”” Cox said, “and | want to make
a commission, but it's also an oppor
tunity, a rare opportunity, to come and
buy some real fine plants that have
been nurtured at what I call a fair
market value '

the area anyway

first to use

3 them give the same advice ““When vou ;':::;IT:{“"”;‘E::: rl::“?:‘::‘:'}‘]: :;H”“kp s Wickersham has advice for people ¢
J get down to the greenhouse, you're go Cox continued, talking about a dif that always seem to kill whatever
ing to call that book a liar, believe me ferent but. to him. not n~:|m|I' ; e plants they buy '
aa she said g Al . "My only suggestion to them is to get
- 1 . 4 tionship "
TFom Cox of Zigzag, the auctioneer something that does not bloom »
handling the sale, said, "‘There is more The other thing | see operating And for the person that waters one
- to this than just an auction here,”’ Cox said, "‘is two people working  week. and then forgets to water for
‘The part that's going to be good, |  in harmony another month?
hope, is that we're going into this thing Toney, (at least) my concept (of “T'll tell them, ‘Okay, stick to rubber
together. It's difficult, 1 think, when him), he's like a visionary person. He (rees or something like this that's got a g
strangers come together and zero in on  Jooks at things out ahead heavy stock. " =g
a project And that's fine. You need those Regardless of how many people show Ly
And for the duration, you go through  dreamers, or those people who have an  up, or what kind of prices are paid, !:- "
the thing together, and you accept image But you also need the Anns, 0 count on Ann Wickersham to keep Do B
what’s on the other end. You accept the come up and make sure those things  working with her fuchsias ’
’ : consequences in all good faith and are mechanically worked out to obtain Her 87 varieties, including valuable
o friendship, and 1 think that's unusual them " pure white ones, need lots of space
today " Cox turned to Wickersham. “Is that  After this weekend, they'll have that
Tom Cox and Toney and Ann Wickersham Cox, a forester as well as a trained all right to say?"” space
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