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Wilco roundup
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After an 0-9 year, Putnam has nowhere to go but up. Coach
Jerry Dressel | the entire offense back except four
linemen and juarterback Rich Becks out for the vear witl
a knee injury suffered during baseball season

The quirterback up between Monte Skiles and

Dan Keough

The run-and
too, Dressel says. Putnam has a solid cor ps of runmng back
in Don Schmidt, David Kilhefner, Bovd Curtis and Kirk Cor
dova. Also back i all-league spht
end

potisat

hoot offense might run the ball more often

Hrad Hermo, last year's

Putnam should alse be stronger on defense, with the entire
backfield returning. The weakspot will be the line
three of the front five have graduated

where

BOB LEUNG

Sandy_ (Continued from Page 21

has also been “looking good Marleau, a 511 and 170-pound
junior, has a chance to start at guard

Chris Crabtree, a 510 and 155-pound receiver-cornerback

that started last vear, has been doing a good job in practice
O'Meara sav:

Good things are also expected of Dan Martin, a 510 and

170-pound returning hnebacker

(regon City, last vear's Timber Vallev 1 a4 1gue champion

and West Linn
O'Meara higures Canby and Sweet Home will also be sporting

ire reportedly going to be the teams to beat

good teams

O'Meara an assistant for seven seasons before
taking over the head position, feels the Pioneers can compete

with the best teams this vear

who was

“"We've got good senior leadership,’” he sayvs. ““We've got a

good group of kids out

SCOTT NEWTON
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Corbett

Corbett, Humphrey says Elgin, a team that beat the
"“The biggest problem willbe Cards both during the
changing offenses and get regular season and the
ting used to the new coach, playoffs last yvear

he says. ““That will take a “We'll find out then
{‘uuplo-nl' games, probably whether we've grown or

not,” Humphrey says

Hopefully, coach and team
And how much

will be somewhat familiar
with one another in time for

the opener Sept. 4 against DICK BALTUS

Barlow

Off on the right

A\t the end of the 1969 football season, Gresham fans had lit
to expect big things of the Gophers' 1970 team
with to the 1969

ind as a result finished only 54 in its last vear in the

I'he team had been sphit Barlow prior
eason
Metro League

What wa though, was the fact that Gresham
was moving into the Wilco League with schools more its own

eneouraging

When we n the Metro League, we
igainst a lot of higger schools like David Douglas

Were were going up

Central

Catholic and Hillsboro 1vs Dean Nice, who was Gresham
tootball coach at the time and 1s currently the district's

athleti " Mo

Know what to expect. We

the Wilco League
Knew we were in

Ing into we didn't
atough league, but

we felt we could compete well

Gresham's ability to compete was demonstrated three
vears earlier, in 1967, when the Gophs went 7-2 and finished
econd in the Metro loop to eventual state champion

Hillsboro

Despite the new league, the Gophers gave no indication at
the beginning of the 1970 campaign that they would be one of
the top football clubs in the school's history which they
turned out to be; mine straight victories, a Wilco League
championship and only 39 points scored against them during
the regular season

"It was a group of kids that believed in each other, that lov
ed to play together,”” Nice says ‘They were very easy to
coach and they were always ready to play. Sometimes during
practice we had to tune them down a little bit. They'd get a
httle carried away

In 1970, Gresham had an offense built around quarterback
Chuck Wills, running backs Dave Monnes, Ron Lunan and
Joe Clingman and a line that included center Victor Burri
and guard Mike Popovich Burri Popovich and Clingman
would all be Wilco League all-stars when the season ended

But it was defense that the Gophers lived or died on. “*One
of the reasons we were able to compete well against the
larger Metro schools was that we concentrated a lot on
defense and our kicking game.”” Nice savs. ""Our defense was
alwavys as strong as everyone else's
1970, 1n
Figard. Monnes ran 27 vards for one touchdown and Larry

Gresham opened Wilco League play on Sept. 11,
sStimmons scored another, both coming in the first quarter

Monnes gained 120 vards rushing on 20 carries during the
pame, accounting tor all but eight vards of the Gresham of
tense. Tigard outgained the Gophs 259-128, but the Tigers' on
Iy score in a 14-7 Gresham win came on a fumble recovery

From there, Gresham rolled up three straight wins topp
ing City 228, West Linn 140 and Putnam 24-6
Milwaukie, however, was also 4-0 going into the fifth week of
the season and since the two schools were not schedule to
play each other, Gresham needed a Mustang loss to take over
first place

Fhe Gophs got it in the fifth week. While Gresham was
beating Reynolds 27-0 on the Lancers’ field, Putnam was
SCOFINE an upset 14-7 win over Milwaukie. Gresham was all
alone atop the Wilco League and was rated sixth in the state

Uregon

Gresham squeaked by Hood River 80 in its Homecoming
game for its eighth straight win and faced Centennial with
the Wilco League championship at stake According to a
tiebreaker point system then in force, if Gresham lost to
Centennial, the Wilco's state playoff berth would go to
Milwaukie

The Gophers ended discussions, however. by knocking off
the Eagles 20-12. Popovich scored the Gophs' first touchdown
of the evening on a play designed especially for him

We moved him out to end, just to see if he could catch the
ball,"” says Nice. “"He ran straight down the field and the
qQuarterback threw the ball as far as he could Popovich was
all alone. 1 don't think the defense thought he could catch the
ball. 1 was about the most surprised person in the place when
he did

The Gophs were brought to a screeching halt in the
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a httle

a game

N n teach good football We need a little luck

IIM HAYS

foot

I thou he oppenent was Marshall
Wills hit Mike Williams with a 43-vard touchdown pass on the
game's third play, when it was over Gresham was on the
short end of a 31-7

We started off well against Marshall, but we had a defen
sive breakdown on their option play,” Nice recalls. *“We had
some other problems, too. We were playing on artificial turf
for the first time and we were playing in front of a big crowd
I think that got to us

But Marshall was just about the best high school team in
the state that year. They lost to Medford later in the playoffs
but they were a strong team

Popovich, Wills and Woodfill went on to play football at the

University of Nice resigned as football coach at
Gresham following that season. And it was nine vears before
the Gophers won another Wilco League championship
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ONE COUPON PER PERSON

Buy One Single
Or Double And Get
A SINGLE FREE!

WUVS

On Burnside

Across From K-Mart
COUPON EXPIRES 9/31/81




