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standpoint T ha t’s the biggest thing The kids have to know 
that if something goes wrong, you can make an adjustment 
that is based on intelligence and that you’re no, just 
guessing

Centennial hasn t had any problems w ith confidence, 
which has tx-come one of the reasons the Eagles always play 
with gusto

“We leach our kids that there are always a couple of big 
plays in a game,' Webb says "They m ight happen lo r the of 
fense or they m ight happen for the defense You never know 
when they w ill happen or who they w ill happen for So we 
teach the kids to play har on every down and hopefully w lirn  
the big play comes, n wall go in your favor "

says "The seniors we re placing aren’t the big guns from 
las, year but they’re moving into the ir positions This team 
w ill tie starting out in the m iddle o, the pack and could go up 
or down

From a coaching standpoint, this is our s ta ff’s biggest 
challenge in a w fide \\e  a ll realize where we are and we feel

we can teach gixxf football We need a litt le  luck, a litt le  
desire and a few points If we can score 33 points a game, 
we’ ll fx* tough,"

Of course, he adds, who wouldn’t be?

Off on the right foot
J IM  IIAYS
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Wilco roundup _
(Continued from  Page 15) 

A fter .in (• 9 year. Putnam has nowhere to go but up Coach 
Je rry  D ies,e l has the entire offense back except lour 
linemen and quarterback Rich Becker, out for the year with
a knee in ju ry  suffered during baseball season

The quarterback spot is a tossup between .Monte Skiles and 
Dan Keougti

The run and shoot offense m ight run the ball more often, 
too, Dressel says Putnam has a solid corps of running backs 
in Don Schmidt. David K ilhe lner, Boyd Curtis and K irk  Cor 
dova Also back is Brad lle rm o, last yea r’s all league split 
end

Putnam should also be stronger on defense, w ith the entire 
backfield return ing The weakspot w ill be th«» line, where 
three of the front live  have graduated

BOB i.ki'.ng

Sandy (Continued from Page 27»

has also been "look ing  good "  Marleau, a 5 11 and 170-pound 
jun ior, has a chance to start at guard

Chris Crabtree, a 5-10 and 155 |>ound receiver cornerback 
that started last year, has tx*en doing a good job in practice 
O’Meara says

Good things are also expected of Dan M artin , a 5-10 and 
170-pound return ing linebacker

Oregon City, last year s T im ber Valley league champions, 
and West Linn, are reported ly going to be the teams to beat 
() Meara figures Canby and Sweet Home w ill also be sporting 
good teams

O'M eara, who was an assistant fo r seven seasons Indore 
taking over the head position, feels the Pioneers can compete 
w ith the best teams this year

"W e've got g(xxl senior leadership." he says "W e've got a 
good group of kids out ”

SCOTT NEWTON

Corbett
Corbett, Humphrey says 
"The biggest problem will be 
changing offenses and get 
ting user! to the new coach.”  
he says "That will take a 
couple of games, probably."

Hopefully, coach and team 
will be somewhat familiar 
with one another in time for 
the opener Sept. 4 against

(( ontinued from Page 25)

Elgin, a team that beat the 
Cards both during the 
regular season and the 
playoffs last year

"W e ’ ll find out then 
whether we've grown or 
not," Humphrey says

And how much

DICK B A I.T IS

At the end of the 1969 f<M>tball season, (¡resham tans had l i t ­
tle reason to expect big things of the Gophers' 1970 team

I he team had been split w ith  Barlow prio r to the 1969 
season and as a result finished only 5 4 in its last year in the 
Metro League.

What was encouraging, though, was the fact that Gresham 
was moving into the Wilco League w ith schools more its own 
size

When we were in the M etro League, we were going up 
against a lot of bigger schools like  David Douglas. Central 
( atholic and H illstxiro . says Dean Nice, who was Gresham 
football coach at the tim e and is currently  the d is tr ic t ’s 
ath letic director. "M oving into the Wilco League, we didn 't 
know w hat to expect We knew we were in a tough league, but 
we fel, we could compete well "

Gresham's a b ility  to compete was demonstrated three 
years earlie r, in 1967. when the Gophs went 7-2 and finished 
second in the Metro loop to eventual state champion 
H ills tx iro

Despite the new league, the Gophers gave no indication at 
the beginning of the 1970 campaign that they would be one of 
the top football clubs in the school’s history which they 
turned out to be; nine stra ight victories, a Wilco League 
championship and only 39 points scored against them during 
the regular season

" I t  was a group of kids that believed in each other, that lov­
ed to play together, Nice says. "They were very easy to 
coach and they were always ready to play Sometimes during 
practice we had to tune them down a litt le  bit They'd get a 
litt le  carried  aw ay."

In 1970, Gresham had an offense built around quarterback 
Chuck W ills, running backs Dave Monnes. Bon Lunan and 
Joe Clingm an and a line that included center V ictor B u rn  
and guard M ike Popovich B urn , Popovich and Clingman 
would a ll be Wilco League all stars when the season ended

But it was defense that the Gophers lived or died on "One 
of the reasons we were able to compete well against the 
la rger Metro schools was that we concentrated a lot on 
defense and our kicking gam e," Nice says. "O u r defense was 
always as strong as everyone else’s "

Gresham opened Wilco League play on Sept. 11. 1970, in 
I igard Monnes ran 27 yards for one touchdown and U ir ry  
Simmons scored another, both coming in the firs , quarter

Monnes gained 120 yards rushing on 20 carries during the j 
game, accounting for all but eight yards of the (¡resham of 
fense T igard ou,gained the Gophs 259-128. but the T igers ’ on­
ly score in a 14 7 (¡resham win came on a fum ble recovery

From  there, (¡resham rolled up three stra ight wins, topp 1 
mg Oregon City 22-8, West Linn 14 0 and Putnam 24 6 I 
M ilwaukie, however, was also 4-0 going into the fifth  week of 
the season and since the two schools were no, schedule to 
play each other, (¡resham needed a Mustang loss to take over I 
firs , place.

The Gophs go, it in the fifth  week While Gresham was 
beating Reynolds 27-0 on the Lancers’ fie ld. Putnam was I 
scoring an upset 14 7 win over M ilwaukie Gresham was a ll I 
alone atop the W ilco League and was rated sixth in the state

Gresham squeaked by Hood R iver 84, in its Homecoming I 
game for its eighth stra ight win and faced Centennial w ith  I 
the Wilco League championship at stake According to a I 
tiebreaker point system then in force, i f  Gresham lost to I 
Centennial, the Wilco's state p layoff berth would go to I 
M ilwaukie _

The Gophers ended discussions, however, by knocking off I 
the Eagles 20-12 Popovich scored the Gophs* firs , touchdown I 
of the evening on a play designed especially for him  ■

We moved him out to end. jus, to see if  he could catch the I 
b a ll,"  says Nice "H e ran stra ight down the fie ld and the I 
quarterback threw the ball as fa r as he could Popovich was |  
a ll alone I don , think the defense thought he could catch the I 
ball I was about the most surprised person in the place when I 
he did ’’ I

The Gophs were brought to a screeching halt in the I

playoffs, though The opponent was M arshal! and, although 
\ \  ills  hit Mike W illiam s w ith a 43-yard touchdown pass on the 
game s th ird  play, when it was over Gresham was on the 
short end of a .31-7 score

We started off well against M arshall, but we had a defen­
sive breakdown on the ir option p la y ,"  Nice recalls. "W e had 
some other problems, too We were playing on a r t if ic ia l tu r f 
for the firs t tune and we were playing in front of a big crowd 
I th ink tha, go, to us

Bu, M arshall was jus, about the best high school team in 
the state that year They lost to Medford la te r in the playoffs 
but they were a strong team "

Popovich, W ills and W oodfill went on to play football at the 
, 'n ive rs ity  of Oregon Nice resigned as football coach at 
Gresham follow ing that season And it was nine years before 
the Gophers won another Wilco League championship
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