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PROFILE  This Lemon is no lemon .

Goodness,

get a load of

that thing, sitting

up there like some

monolithic tribute to

g < f"y"" A -

|

About the only thing Steve Lemon doesn I make look easy is w eightlifting

the sequoia, a hfesize replica of E] ( apitan. Look at the way
it rest mn those broad shoulder a hire hyvdrant on a freew iy T
Wait, 1t stirred. Ooh, it's getting all red and bulging
even more. Oh no, rur t ive
Yep, he's changed folk 'hey sent Steve Lemon down e |
SRRSG % §0 10 Schoni and sy SORINa8, and vy . - . Lemon pillnil'li his alma maler l‘llllnu summer break
year he came back equipped with a neck I'he Neck )
| I Or was it vice versa
and a fresh supply of polysyllables
Oh, he Ll a mice guy till the Kind of guy vou'd like t
take home to meet your mother. But now he ha I'he Neck \
and if he wanted to wear a St. Chr stopher he'd have to hang \
it from a hula-hoop. And he ha I'he Thigh to match. And ! ling assignment as strong safety against Oklahoma_ as i
W he say ult like In other words™ and *“As such’ ar . OKLAHOMA; vou know, where the wind and the foothal
In general nol one gle “"You know'' or I mear players come whipping down the plains
Like, um I hate to think about playing Ireshmen, period
He acts just Ke a miege student now. He looks like the Chuck Detwiler econdary coach at Stanford but withou
tootball plaver he ¢ added body mas he say ever having played a down, Steve came in against Oklahor
look bigger, but I don't weigt thal much more but he act ind did just a tremendous job for u Hr',l|.‘r1||-||rr-|1.|-'.
like a college student, one vear and a whole other world wiser caused a fumble and had about eight unassisted tacks
than he was at Gresham High School where he graduated was probably more nervous than he was
190 as, perhaps, the finest student-athlete éver lo wear thn Probably. But Lemon nitial year wasn't all Horat

blue and whits Alger material. Al tims he played like the freshman he

was. And one of those times came on regional TV
When we played Washington, through no fault of his owr
he didn't have a great gami Detwiler savs Rather tha

Now he is back at Gresham lapping tresh paint on the
walls that once bore posters imploring him |.'.-I1|i-~t--n|,:tn'r
leammates to Maul the Mustangs or Ground the

Eagles have him continue to get intimidated 1 sat him down for

And he's back in the weight room ge thing ready for season while. That helped him

No. 2, adding bulges to The Nex K and inches to The Thighs Going into spring dril Lemon was battling junior Key

My how vou've grown The last t me we saw vou MacMillan, from Grant High School in Portland, and ser
When | look back.' he say I think high school wa pret Pete St. Geme for the star £ Job thus tall. Coming out, it

ty tun. The kids who sav thev can't wait to get out are crazy. | just Lemon and St Gen

Kind ol sensed n mgh school that it was fun and that it Wil MacMillan ha Orn Kind of congenital count

BOIng to be tough coming out

But surely not for Steve Lemon Thi wias The Bov Most
Lakeily To Succeed I they still did that bit. This wias the star
three-sport athlete, the No. 2 GPA in the school, the No. |

syllables in that one) hip defect L.emon savs. “We run |
drill where they throw the ball at our legs and if Kevin get
hit, his hip pops out. I started most of the spring because h

got hurt, but during our second to the last sCrimmage

HUNK, the student body president. How could anyth ng be screwed up and didn't play well so going into fall St Ger
tough for him was listed ahead of me. But I think it all comes down to w}
Well, it couldn’t. Or if it was, he made it look like it wasn't happens in the fall He n as the No. 1 guy. but as far
He went to Stanford and started five games in the defensive I'm concerned the job is wids open
secondary as a freshman. Hev, nuthin’ to it And he didn't And to that end, Lemon spent h ummer with the weigl
even flunk any classes. A frosh, a football playing frosh, a He worked at the school ur i p.m., then worked out_ usu
football-playing frosh plaving football ind studving for about four hours. He could have gotten by on three ho
Petronius and Plato, not to ment on playbooks, at prestigious maybe even two Par Hancock, his girlfriend. think
Stanford University, didn’t have the decency to flunk a class minutes would have do the trick. But four hour
Academics didn’t go tox Dadly Lemon savs I learned Lemon chose to get | \nd he didn’'t do it because it
what to study and what not to studv. The first term | wa la because it
reading everything and I was thinking ‘Mv God. 1 don't | Ve 'he games are fu ometimes vou look |
time to do all this ind some of the other 1 ippened were fun. But
Lruess who found the time You g I wre of a job than it « n high schox
Now Lemon has to prove himsell a wer again, M People think athlet 0 lucky to get scholars)
leal, evervone else has to, also. Nobody has 1 position sewn

Ip and all that jazz. Lemon is used to it. He had vour basic Continued on Page 18

“Juice"” junked his nickname and his old No. 22 when he became a Cardinal

baptism under fire last year when he was thrown Into a star




