Mike Austin's running was one of the few bright spots in o

L
Catching Melvin Renfro isn’t the only problem opposing defenders have

sresham’s state playoff loss to Lakeridge last vear

could cut back. I cut back and bang, | cough
ed up the football, and Melvin and Eisc hen
were on top of 1t. I was quite upset

But the main competition between the two
has come on the track, where their friendly
rivalry dates back to eighth grade. It grew to
a head a year ago at the Wilco district meel
when Austin won the long jump and Renfro
placed second. Then at state Renfro came on
strong and wound up second, while Austin
missed the finals

I'his year it was a case of reverse deja vu, A
skv-high Renfro jumped 23-2 at the district
meet to outdistance Austin's 229 hen at
state, Austin went crazy jumping 23-3'; on

his final effort to win the ¢ vent. Renfro went

22-9 tor tharad

Ihat 1s kind of weir i dvs Renfro
relerence to the turnaround. I never thought
ol that. That the wav it goe
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Eood ol skl n soccer nentro sa And at
the end I'd only gotten a | ttle better |
hgured, hey, if I'm going to do invthing, I'n
Boing to do what I do best

What Renfro did bes 1ast year was run with
the tootball Against Putham he 1 in tor 260
yvards on offense and ntercepted a pas
defense He ripped Putnam’'s fa es off
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hypes Austin

But even with his success, Renfro still
wasn t completely sure of himself on a foot
ball field. “Last year I really didn't know
what was going on,"' he says. "'l didn’t realize
what the game was like the first half of the
season. I'm excited for this year. Now I know
what's going on

This year he plans to spend more time
working on his defensive play, which should
come as bad news for his friend, Austin, who
takes enough abuse from his own teammates

Austin rushed for 1,100 vards in 11 games
last year, a figure that belies the fact he
doesn’t have the body to be carry on that way
At 59, 155, Austin isn't exactly a power run
ner, and he's not inclined to become one by
pumping iron. “Weights hurt,”” he says. Bul
show him a hole and say goodbve. He has
sprinter s speed, turning in one of the league's
fastest 100-meter times last spring, and good
balance. If he had a weakness last year, it
was an early case of fumblitis, an affliction he
Nop he has cured

People on the lelines didn't hike me too
mucr e 1y I'he parents holding the
Ird markers were tel Nng me Hey, I'll give
teak dinner of vou don't fumble this

N e n s under way
\ust ind Renfr 1 t see much of each
t ! ther on the
lay of the seas vhen they meet in what

1 er Ip being the Wilco League cham

P Bame. And thev'll both have plenty

Whenever we talk it's usually about

ithlet s Renfro savs It's kind of fun. 1
ust hike to have i good time

Says  Austir hat Melvin's a mellow
hil'
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