Three of the owners of the Country Cousin antigue store in Boring, Joan Flac

Gresham Elks honor Craig

A 1981 Sandy Union High
School graduate was
honored recently by the
Gresham Elks Club

Ben Craig was named one
of the clubs Students of the
Month for May

Others chosen were Deb
bie Annus of Corbett High

School, Grace Alexander
Columbia High School;
I'racy Frasier, Reynolds
High School Jeff Maier
Lutheran High School
Valerie Gilges, Centenmal
High School; Michelle Reed,
Gresham High School, and
Brent Alm, Sam Barlow
High School

Knapp on Linfield honor roll

A Sandy student has been
named to the Dean's List for
spring term at Linfield Col
lege in McMinnville

John Knapp, son of Mr
and Mrs. Duane Knapp ol
Sandy, qualified by earning
grades in the upper 10 per

Third child
welcomed by
local couple

Jim and Toni Stanhope
welcomed the birth of the
third child recently

Melody Delight was born
May 30 at Portland Adven
tist Hospital. She weighted 7
pounds, 15 ounces at birth

Grandparents are Rick
Toland of Boring, Nancy
Toland of Wilsonville and
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Oslin of
Tacoma, Wash
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cent of his class at Linfield
He compiled a perfect 4.0
grade point average spring
term

Knapp is a junmior, major
ing in business administra
tion
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Of Boring antique shop
Six women share ownership

by GWEN BOGH
Post Correspondent

Collecting relics and throw-aways
began as a hobby for six women, but
evolved into a business when storage
space ran out

The owners of the Country Cousin

in Boring have made the buying and
selling of antiques tor
‘collectables'’) fun instead of work
As co-owner Joanna Meligan put it,
“The most fun is coming into the
store to see what the other partner
bought

For several years, the six have
bought collectables. Prior to obtain
ing the building in Boring, they plac
ed their relics in their homes, attics
and garages

After a while, however, room
began to run out and husbands
began to complain about an over
abundant supply of collectables. So
the wives got together, leased a
store in town and began the
business

In the several years the owners
have been together, no serious
arguments have disrupted th friend

ship. When one buys an item for the
store, that person sets the price. The
other partners may offer an opinion,
but the final decision rests on the
original buyer

All attribute their success as part
ners to their flexibility. The store is
open six days a week and each part
ner is responsible for holding the
shop open one day each week. If one
can't make it on her day, she can
work out an exchange, which “has
worked exceptionally well in the
past.”

“Garage and estate sales, as well
as auctions and friends, are prospec
tive sources for the six buyers
Meligan said that to her, buying the
collectables is addictive. She said
she had passed as many as 15 garage
sales on the way to the store and it
took ‘‘real strength not to stop
There just wasn't time."’

Joan Flach refers to her buying as
“treasure hunting.”" She said that
“as an adult, it's fulfilling a
fantasy."

While the business has prospered
over the years, “It's not our bread
and butter,” Signe Leeding said. The
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six split profits and pay equally on
operaling expenses

Some of the items sold at the Coun
try Cousin are more than 100 years
old, but such treasures are becom
ing harder to find. Items such as pat
tern glass or carnival glass, once
known as throw-aways, have now
become collectable after just 20 to 25
years

Older pieces such as a yarn
holder, approximately 150 years old,
are among some of the prized items
Others are a butter dish from the
early 1800s and a wooden seed
separator

At least 50 percent of the items
sold at the Country Cousin are
bought by antique buyers who turn
around and sell them later. People
from as far as Washington and
California have visited the store;
some take just moments to find what
they want and pay anywhere from 25
cents to $500

Regulars flock to the store fre
quently to check out the latest mer-
chandise. One writer stops regularly
on the way to his mountain retreat

The store is open Monday through
Saturday from 11 am. to4 pm
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