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about people

Three of the owners of the Country Cousin antique store in Boring.

0 /  Boring antique shop

Six women share ownership
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Joan H ath. Signe heeding anil Joanna Meligan.

by GWEN BOGH
Post Correspondent

Collecting relics and throw-aways 
began as a hobby for six women, but 
evolved into a business when storage 
space ran out.

The owners of the Country Cousin 
in Boring have made the buying and 
s e llin g  of an tiq u es  (o r  
“ collectables") fun instead of work 
As co-owner Joanna Meligan put it, 
“ The most fun is coming into the 
store to see what the other partner 
bought.”

For several years, the six have 
bought collectables Prior to obtain­
ing the building in Boring, they plac 
ed their relics in their homes, attics 
and garages

After a while, however, room 
began to run out and husbands 
began to complain about an over­
abundant supply of collectables So 
the wives got together, leased a 
store in town and began the 
business

In the several years the owners 
have been together, no serious 
arguments have disrupted th friend­

ship When one buys an item for the 
store, that person sets the price The 
other partners may offer an opinion, 
but the final decision rests on the 
original buyer.

All attribute their success as part­
ners to their flexibility. The store is 
open six days a week and each part­
ner is responsible for holding the 
shop open one day each week. If one 
can't make it on her day, she can 
work out an exchange, which “ has 
worked exceptionally well in the 
past."

“ Garage and estate sales, as well 
as auctions and friends, are prospec 
tive sources for the six buyers 
Meligan said that to her, buying the 
collectables is addictive She said 
she had passed as many as 15 garage 
sales on the way to the store and it 
took "real strength not to stop 
There just wasn't tim e.”

Joan Flach refers to her buying as 
“ treasure hunting ” She said that 
“ as an adult, it's fu lfilling  a 
fantasy.”

While the business has prospered 
over the years, “ It's not our bread 
and butter," Signe Leeding said The

six split profits and pay equally on 
operating expenses

Some of the items sold at the Coun­
try Cousin are more than 100 years 
old, but such treasures are becom 
ing harder to find. Items such as pat­
tern glass or carnival glass, once 
known as throw aways, have now 
become collectable after just 20 to 25 
years

Older pieces such as a yarn 
holder, approximately 150 years old, 
are among some of the prized items 
Others are a butter dish from the 
early 1800s and a wooden seed 
separator.

At least 50 percent of the items 
sold at the Country Cousin are 
bought by antique buyers who turn 
around and sell them later People 
from as far as Washington and 
California have visited the store; 
some take just moments to find what 
they want and pay anywhere from 25 
cents to $500.

Regulars flock to the store ire  
quently to check out the latest m er­
chandise One writer stops regularly 
on the way to his mountain retreat.

The store is open Monday through 
Saturday from 11 a m  to t  p m

Gresham Elks honor Craig
School, Grace Alexander, 
C olum bia High School; 
Tracy F ras ier, Reynolds 
High School; Jeff Maier, 
L u th eran  H igh School; 
Valerie Gilges, Centennial 
High School, Michelle Reed, 
Gresham High School, and 
Brent Aim, Sam Barlow 
High School

A 1981 Sandy Union High 
School g ra d u a te  was 
honored recently by the 
Gresham Elks Club

Ben Craig was named one 
of the clubs Students of the 
Month for May.

Others chosen were Deb 
bie Annus of Corbett High ONE BIG 

WEEKEND 
OF

SAVINGS!
Knapp on Linfield honor roll

A Sandy student has been cent of his class at Linfield 
named to the Dean’s List for He compiled a perfect 4 0 
spring term at Linfield Col grade point average spring 
lege in McMinnville. term

John Knapp, son of M r Knapp is a junior, major- 
and Mrs Duane Knapp of ing in business admimstra- 
Sandy, qualified by earning tion
grades in the upper 10 per

Third child j 
welcomed by 
local couple

Jim and Toni Stanhope 
welcomed the birth of the B 1 1 l l
third child recently

Mehxly Delight uas horn i .
May 30 at
tist Hospital She weighted 7 
pounds, 15 ounces at birth |

Grandparents are Kick 
Toland of Boring. Nancy E J j F j  . ‘ M
Toland of Wilsonville and 
Mr and Mrs Robert Dslm ol E ' J O J J L  

Tacoma, Wash -Q

( O F J u n r _
CELEBRATION 
OF SAVINGS

This Friday, 
Saturday <& Sunday!

W ith Purchase Of 
$7 50 or More

( l im i*  O n e  Par 
C u t lo m a r  )MOONLITE

MADNESS ON ALL IN-STOCK 
MERCHANDISE!

LEONETTI

Slouch Couches
In Your Choice O f 3 Covers.

Thu rsday, July 9 Regular $1099, NOW  $830

From  $19.00
. From $39.00 
. From  $50.00 
. From  $50.00 
. From  $70.00 
From  $110.00 
From  $190.00 
From  $190.00 
From  $290.00

Lam ps.....................................
H eadboards.................... .. . .
End Tab les..............................
4 D raw er C h e s t....................
C ockta il T a b le s ....................
5 Pc. D in e t te .........................
L o v e s e a ts ..............................
S le e p e rs ................................
S o fa s ........................................
5 Pc. p ine o r M ap le
D in ing Room S e ts ...............
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

DOUGLAS 
Glass Top

Dinette
SetSPORTSWEAR

NOW OFFERING A 
NEW CONCEPT IN 
FASHION
ADJUSTABLE ATTIRE 
BY DeSilou. CUSTOM 
DESIGNED FOR LADIES 
ON WEIGHT LOSS 
PROGRAMS AN D  
MOTHERS TO BE

From  $390.00
Includes 4 chairs upho lste red in b row n 
cord w ith  brass w ood fin ish . 

EASY FINANCING • 90 DAYS SAME AS CASH • LAYAWAY TERMS
» NO COMMISSION SALESMEN. DEAL WITH THE OWNERS •  ALL PRICES QUOTED ARE U-HAUl

CSS! qrEsham
.................. rpnbwbwwwwww* m —

Open 
Evenings 
U ntil 9 :00  
Saturday 
9 :00-6 :00  
Sun. 1 2-6

FASHIONS DIRECT 
FROM

PAULINE’S
EXCLUSIVE SPORTSWEAR 

OUTLET

C enter, N e x t to  G resham 's  N ew  H e id i'sIn G resham 's Tri-Square ShoppingBlouses

OPEN: Mon Thurs 10 6. fr i 10 8,
Sat 10 6.
IN  P IO N E E R  SQ UARE, Where 
Burnside & Division Meet, in 
Gresham.

P H O N E  ««6-1670

EXPERT 
APPLIANCE 

SERVICE 
& PARTS

Authorized 
Service For 
Amana 
Frigidaire 
.G.E.
, Jenn-Air 
KitchenAid 

.Maytag

R lE G E LfT IA nn/
Sales and Sarvlca 

301 E. Powall
865-4168
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