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Portland pros to leave?

Fans deserting strong teams

—stuff shots——
|
|

by MARK FLOYD
Sports Editor

This promises to be one of the best sum
mers for professional sports in Portland
history, but it could also be the last

The problem, you see, is attendance

Both the Portland Timbers of the North
American Soccer League and the Portland
Beavers of the Pacific Coast League in
baseball have exciting, contending teams
But no one will watch them

Attendance figures for both sports are
down. And unless that trend is reversed in a
hurry, both teams may pack up and head to
where the money is. That would likely be a
sunnier clime. One of the reasons for poor at
tendance has been the weather. The Pacific
Northwest is mired in one of the most
depressing spring seasons in recent years,
perhaps the price to pay for such a mild
winter.

But it could be a big price. The Timbers,
owned by Louisiana Pacific, have not hidden
the fact that they are distressed by the lack
of support from Portland fans. And the
players themselves have said that they like
the city, but can’t expect the company to
keep backing a franchise that is constantly in
the red.

Losing the Timbers would be quite a blow
to Portland sports fans, at least, the 9,000 or
so diehards who go to the games regardless
of the weather. The low attendance was first
blamed on high prices but the Timbers
lowered their prices a couple of ucks to
where even the stingiest fan can afford ad

product, but they haven't presented it to the
public in the most effective manner. Even
during some of their losing season. when at
tendance was better, radio spots and
newspapr ads were more common

The Beavers also have a great product
Former major league plavers dot the
Portland roster and admission price for
bleacher seats is a scant $1.50. Those Kind of
prices are hard to beat

The Beavers are in first place in the PCL
Former major league stars Luis Tiant and
Willie Horton are on center stage every game
they play for Portland, waiting to be recalled
to the big leagues. A couple of the younger
players are also on the way to the majors, so
Civie Stadium is a breeding ground for future
stars of baseball

The Beavers have also been hurt by the
poor weather. Unlike soccer, though, rain
forces baseball games to be postponed. The
uncertainty of whether or not there will be a
game may be enough to dissuade some fans
from attending, or even inquiring about the
game

Portland is a big enough city to support the
Trail Blazers of the NBA. Tickets to Blazer
games are a rare commodity. The sport
doesn’t conflict with either soccer or baseball
games, so where are all the fans in the sum
mer”?

Both the Beavers and Timbers have a
chance to make the playoffs in their respec
tive sports. Surely that will draw a few fans.
but it will be too little, too late. It may take a
full season of support to keep either or both
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