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Teacher builds 
what his class 
has designed

by J IM  HAYS
<4 The Outlook staff

It s called a Viking 8. and 
you won t find this car in any 
auto dealer s showroom

In fact, about the only 
place you will find the low 
slung sports car other than 
a chance encounter on the 
street, is in Bob Erickson s 
garage

Erickson, who teaches 
engineering and drafting at 
Mt Hood Community Col­
lege and lives in Troutdale, 
built the Viking in his garage 
in eight months last year It 
was the culmination of a pro 
ject for his advanced design 
class at the college

' 1 wanted to give them 
his students a chance to 

see the final result of a p ro  
ject Erickson say s I told 
them if they designed it. 
would build it

When the class completed 
the drawings which took 
three school terms Erickson 
was ready to begin produc­
tion That was last spring

He fnished the car in 
September, after about 700 
hours of work and a cost of 
$2 7oo W hat makes the final 
p ro d u c t even  m ore  
rem arkable is that Erickson 
started vitually from scratch 
and did all the work in his 
garage with ordinary every 
day tools His only conces 
sion to advanced technology 
was an automatic hacksaw

You can get disinterested 
pretty fast going back and 
forth with a hacksaw 
hesays

The final result was a 
41 inch high two-seat sports 
car resembling an English- 
made l/>tu- 7 Powered by a 
1 600 cc Ford engine The car 
features both rapid accelera­
tion «►«*» mph in about six 
seconds) and high gas

W atch em otions
How to buy a sports car

Alluring, exciting even 
mystifying Sports cars can 
evoke tremendous emotional 
responses in f irs t - t im e  
buyers This often clouds the 
decision-making process, 
sometimes to the point of ir­
rationality It even makes 
the advice of friends who 
own sporu cars suspect

So how can a first-time 
buyer -  or even a repeat 
buyer -  see past those curv­
ing lines to make a rational 
decision about which sports 
car — if any — is right for 
him or her’

A new booklet “How to 
Buy And Enjoy The Sports 
Car That s Right For You.'* 
published by Mazda and 
written by four widely re­
spected automotive editors 
offers the novice sports car

mileage 40-45 miles per 
gallon '

The name was derived 
from the Lotus and the Vik­
ing Racing team, a local 
F o rm u la  F o rd  o u tf it 
Erickson used to work for

' We just changed the 
name and the number he 
says

The Viking 8 began life as 
a 1972 Ford Pinto that 
Erickson bought at an auc­
tion for $2S5 He removed the 
parts be needed and sold the 
remaning parts for what 
ended up to be a $10 profit

The chassis  was con­
structed of steel tubing both 
one inch square and one inch 
round The body was made 
of fiberglass, for which 
Erickson built the molds He 
also used polished aluminum 
m some areas

The only things we didn't 
make are the thing- you can 
buy in auto parts stores 
Erickson says Everything 
else was built by me

E ric k so n  did som e 
-crounging to find parts too 
The ru b b e r  lin in g  
underneath the windshield 
cm e from a garage-door 
seal le a th e r  pads near the 
wind wings originally were 
part of a pair of boots that 
once beloned to Erickson s 
father The tail light turn 
signal assembly came from 
a Yamaha motorcycle and 
E ric k so n  sa lv a g e d  th e  
radiator gnll from an ahan 
doned shopping ca rt he 
found in a vacant lot

About the only drawback 
to the car as Erickson sees 
it. is that its interior is too 
-mall for some people But 
then again, he didn t tnuld it 
for mass production

As one might expect. 
Erickson can hardly back 
out of the garage w ithout tu r­
ning heads on the street * I 
drove it over to Gresham

shopper a good step-by-step 
primer

Your personal likes and 
dislikes must play an im­
portant part in your search 
for the right sports car 
Make sure you are clear 
about your needs and the op­
tions you want on your new 
car After all. if you don t 
like the car. you won t like 
driving it — regardless of its 
virtues

You should always plan on 
test-driving the several cars 
which interest you Once 
you re behind the wheel the 
Mazda booklet can help you 
evaluate a cars perform­
ance and handling with a 
nine-point driving test simi­
lar to that used by profes­
sional drivers

1 Fam iliarize yourself

The \ i k i n g  s was designed bv a class at Mt llood ( «immunity t ollege and built by teacher Bob Erickson

High School one day and peo 
pie just came out of the 
woodwork to look at it. he 
says It really draws a 
crow d

It drew disbelif when 
Erickson took it to the 
D e p a r tm e n t of M otor 
Vehicles to get a license and 
title I told the woman that 
I needed a liense for a car I 
had built Erickson recalls

She asked me what kind of 
car 1 had built it off of I told 
her I built it from scrach and 
she said. You a n t build a 
car like that '

With its unique -tructure. 
custom features and high 
lev e l of p e r fo rm a n c e .  
E rick so n  has re c e iv e d  
feelers from people asking 
him to build more cars He's 
toying with the idea, and 
already has the tieginnings 
of a second m del laid out in 
his garage

I figure 1 can only build 
maybe three of them a year 
and I'm probably only going 
to build one or two more of 
these, he says "I don't 
want to do the same thing too 
many tims ”

with the interior layout
2 Check visibility Front, 

rear and side
3 Ventilation Is it suffi­

cient for your climate’
4 Noise level Sports cars 

are usually noisier than 
sedans Is the noise objec­
tionable to you’

5 Ease of operation — 
steering, gearshift, clutch, 
brake and throttle All of 
these controls should help 
you dnve the car not make 
it a difficult task

6 Acceleration and per­
formance Drive the way 
you normally dnve your car 
Are you satisfied with its 
overall performance*

7 Braking The car should 
stop easily, smoothly and io 
a straight line

CARLSON CHEV. CAR CARE 
$$$ AND SENSE . . .

Today 's engines — when maintained properly — will beneift you in numerous
ways
EMMISSION CONTROL SERVICE as recomended by the manufacturer every

6.000 miles for trucks and every 7,500 miles for cars, provides a service which 
adjusts your engine on an infrared machine and an engine anlyzer to insure you

1. K ST FUEL ECONOMY.
2. LONGER SFARK FLUG t  IGNITION FART LIFE
3. LONGER ENGINE LIFE.
4. GREATER VEHICLE RELIABILITY. C  i
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