
Industrial death toll down
Oregon's industrial death 

toll dropped to its lowest 
point in 37 years in 1980

A total of 88 on the-job 
fatalities were recorded last 
year by the Workers’ Com­
pensation Department That 
compares to 137 in 1979 and 
162 in 1943, the first year 
such figures were available 
from the department.

L°KRing, manufacturing  
and construction industries 
recorded the highest number 
of work re la ted  deaths, 
while motor vehicle ac­
cidents led fatality causes

Clackamas County had 
just three work re la ted  
deaths in 1980, compared to 
seven the previous year

Lane County led a ll  
Oregon counties with 12

Eighteen people were kill­
ed in logging accidents in the 
state in 1980, 13 in other 
manufacturing jobs; 12 in

construction; eight doing 
government work, seven in 
wholesale trade; six in 
agriculture and forestry ; 
and six in retail trade

Auto accidents led the way 
with 22 deaths, followed by 
accidents where people were 
struck or knocked against 
something, 16; caught in or 
under something, 14; elec­
trocuted. 7; killed in falls, 6; 
by plane crash, 6; by heart 
attacks, 6, and by homicide, 
3.

"We’re pleased with the 
sharp downturn in worker 
deaths, but we re still very 
concerned about the continu­
ing number of deaths caused 
by traffic accidents,” said 
Accident Prevention ad 
ministrator Darrel Douglas

‘‘We think one of the best 
ways to cut down on such 
work deaths is to urge 
employers to make the use of 
seat belts mandatory in their 
company safety policy,” he 
added

Computer test slated
Clackamas County will 

hold a certified test of its 
computer program Thurs 
day, May 14 in preparation 
for the May 19 election

State law requires that a 
county test its program if it 
uses an automated vote tally

system

Anyone in te re s te d  in 
observing the test may at­
tend It will take place at 2 
p m at the Clackamas Coun­
ty Data Center. 121 Library  
Court, in Oregon City.

The Doctor Says

Arthritis can plague the feet
Most people associate the pain of 

arthritis with hand deformities
But pain and disability can occur 

as frequently, if not more, in the 
feet, according to the Arthritis Foun 
dation,

“About two-thirds of thoe with 
rheumatoid arthritis have symp­
toms in their feet,” said Stephen F 
Birskovich Jr., committee chairman 
for Oregon's chapter of the founda 
tion, “Other forms of arthritis, in­
cluding gout, osteoarthritis and 
ankylosing spondylitis (a spinal a r­
thritis) can also affect the feet.”

Proper footwear is frequently the 
only treatment needed for foot pro­
blems Shoes should be purchased 
with comfort as the firt priority

rather than fashion.
If the latest shot* style is wrong

for you feet, don’t buy it,” B ir­
skovich warned “ Shoes should 
allow the toes to lie straight and 
should have a fairly low heel.”

Other characteristics of shoes con­
sidered important to foot health are 
that they do not compress the toes, 
they leave room for toe action; they 
clasp the heel reasonably firm ly  
from side to side, and that they hold 
the foot across the instep 

The aim of foot treatment is to 
maximize comfort and minimize the 
development of deformity In addi­
tion to proper footwear, other 
methods of treatment include local 
heat, padding to cushion and pro­

tect, exercise« and surgery.
“ When foot disorders are ap­

proached properly, the great ma­
jority of patients can expect some or 
even complete relief from pain and 
disability,” Birskovich said “ When , 
they’re neglected, the consequences 
can be very serious “

What is true for foot problems is 
equally true for arthritis in general 
Early treatment can make all the 
difference in preventing pain and 
deformity.

To find out more, write for a copy 
of “ Arthritis — The Basic Facts." It 
is available free from the Oregon 
C hapter of the Arthritis Foundation 
by writing 2330 NW Flanders, Suite 
207, Portland, OR, 97210.
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Low interest 
home loans 
are available

Rural, low-interest home 
loans are now availab le  
through the Farmers Home 
Administration, under its 
housing program

The funds must be used for 
critical improvements such 
as foundations, sanitation, 
w eatherixation  or other 
repairs needed to remove 
health and safety hazards.

Loans of not more than
61.500 may be made for 10 
years; loans of 61,500 to
62.500 may be written for 19 
years; and loans of 62,500 to
67.500 can be made for 30 
years All loans w ill be 
secured by a promissory not 
and, in some cases, a mor­
tgage would be required.

All loans, regardless of the 
amount, will be written a one 
percent interest
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