Planting an early garden
can prove to be a gamble

Planting an early garden can mean double

vields or double trouble
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Hot weather conditions
can kill trees and shrubs

Summer weather is usually hot and dry in
I'hese hot weather conditions
take their toll on trees and shrubs each vear

The newly established plantings suffer the
from very little or no growth at best to
death of the tree or shrub at worst

This results in loss of beauty, money and
The loss of time may be the most
critical especially if a tree is involved

Quite often plants are lost due to lack of
water even though the gardener is convinced
that sufficient water has been applied. Lack
of water is a function of several factors soil
percolation, water penetration, evaporation
and water retention to name a few

The use of bark can materially increase the
survival rate of your plantings

Start by mixing a fine grade bark with the
and shrubs. The
long lasting orgamc matter
which Improves the water penetration and

East County
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time

backfill when planting trees
bark provides

water holding capacity of the soil. It Increases
the soil air space and the nutrient holding
ability which increases the ethiciency of water
use by the plants

After planting, mulch Your plants with a
bark mulch, 4 to 6 inches deep. This affects
usable water in many ways. A bark mulch
prevents the top of the soil from packing and
sealing off, thus allow INg more water to soak
in. It reduces evaporation thus improving
water retention

It prevents growth of weeds and grass thus
preserving water for use by the tree or shrub

It insulates the soil resulting in lower soil
temperatures which aids root growth for bet
ter utilization of available water
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Brow to new soil areas in order to tap addi

Blueberries serve a dual purpose

Blueberry bushes can
Sérve a dual purpose in the

home landscape. Besides
producing tasty, bright
blueberries. the bushes

make excellent ornamental
shrubs

Blueberries have attrac
tive flowers in the spring and
finish the season with a spec
tacular display of autumn
foliage notes Ray
McNeilan Uregon State
University Extension home
gardening agent

Blueberry bushes wil]
Erow well in nearly any part
of the vard where a four to
five foot ornamental shrub is
desired They are similar in
Browth habit and culture to
rhododendrons and azaleas
They are shallow-rooted.
prefer acid soils (pH 4.5),

and can't withstand drought
conditions

Blueberries grow best
when mulched to control
weeds and conserve water
Three or four blueberry
plants usually produce
enough blueberries for most
families

Young plants usually need
several years of growth to
reach productive age and
Size

Here are some varieties
for Oregon gardeners, listed
in order of ripening with the
earliest ones first
Earliblue, Collins, Blueray,
Berkely, Atlantic, Ivanhoe,
Bluecrop, Herbert, Jersey,
Coville and Dixi

Blueberry bushes should
be planted at least four feet
apart to allow for normal
growth and air circulation

Set them at the same depth
as grown in the nursery

Before planting, apply one
pint of 10-10-10 fertilizer per
100 square feet of area to be
planted. To ensure adequate
drainage, plant them in a
mixture of about one-third
peal moss and two-thirds
soil. Mulch the plants with
two inches of barkdust or
sawdust and gradually in
crease the depth of the
mulch to six inchs over a
period of two years

Six weeks after the plants
are set, sprinkle a small
handful of ammonium
sulfate on a wide bank
around the new plants and
waler it into the soil. After
that, a yearly application of
ammonium sulfate will take
care of most of the blueberry
plant’s nutrient needs
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Don't wait for Arbor
Day to plant a tree

Don’t wait until Arbor Day to plant a  natural beauty to vour vard
tree. o omething nice for vour vard and streteh vour food budget by creating a
vourself today small vegetable garden or by planting
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