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Oregon's largest upland 

game bird is the subject of a 
cooperative study that got 
underway last year

The center of the study is 
the Merriam turkey, and 
when field work is completed 
next year, researchers hope 
to know a lot more about 
wha, makes this secretive 
gamebird tick

Fish and Wildlife Depart­
ment biologists are hoping 
that the work done by 
graduate student Scott Lutz 
w ill help provide them with 
better information to guide 
management of the species.

In spite of the turkey’s 
large size and popularity 
with hunters, relatively little  
is known about its life  
history and habitat needs in 
Oregon The ancestral range 
of the .Merriam turkey was 
the Rocky Mountains, from 
Pike s Peak to the Mexican 
border

I his subspecies was not in­
troduced successfully in 
Oregon until 1961, when 38 
b ird s  fro m  C o lo rado , 
Arizona and New Mexico

were obtained Some 38 of 
the turkeys were released on 
the W hite R ive r Game 
Management area in Wasco 
County

The birds flourished and 
soon provided both fall and 
spring hunting seasons But 
after an in itia l boom, as 
often happens with new in­
troductions, the population 
settled back to a lower level
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where it has remained with 
seasonal ups and dow ns ever 
since

The generally secretive 
nature of the birds, their ex 
treme wariness at certain 
times of the year, seasonal 
m igratory habits and the 
brushy forested te rra in  
where they live have com-

bined to hamper efforts to 
learn more about the birds 
This was fu r th e r com ­
plicated by other demands 
on management biologists 
who were unable to spend as 
much time working with this 
bird as they would have lik ­
ed,

Lutz, a doctoral student in 
w ildlife studies at Oregon 
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ,  was 
selected to conduct a study 
jo in tly sponsored by OSU, 
the Mt Hood N ational 
Forest and the Fish and 
Wildlife Department

He spent considerable 
time reviewing the literature 
on the Merriam turkey and 
last winter began* attempts 
to trap wild turkeys in south 
Wasco County so that they 
could be fitted with small 
radio transmitters or color 
ful wing tags

In all, Lutz caught about 50 
birds at three different trap 
sites, put radio transmitters 
on 18 of them and fitted wing 
tags on another 24

The birds were baited into 
the traps with corn Turkeys

can be formidable to handle 
because of their size (up to 18 
pounds or more for a matue 
gobbler) and the strength of 
their powerful wings

It was found that slipping a 
common sock over the bird's 
head to blindfold them and 
hobbling their feet calmed 
them so that they could be 
easily handled A trap fu ll of 
hobbled turkeys with gym 
socks on their heads makes a 
bizarre sight, indeed

Each bird marked with a 
w ing tag has a different col­
or combination so it can be 
identified in future sightings.
A predator killed one of the 
rad ioed  b ird s  and the 
transmiter somehow came 
off another, so Lutz now has 
transmitters on five adult 
males, five juvenile males, 
two adult females and four 
juvenile females

Lutz followed the radioed 
b irds as they began a 
gradual migration from the 
lower areas where they 
w in te red  to the h igher 
ground where they w ill mate 
and nest He has already

found that the birds disperse 
widely from their wintering 
sites and it w ill be a 
challenge to keep track of all 
of them, even w ith the 
sophisticated radio monitor­
ing equipm ent spec ia lly  
designed for the job.

A number of d ifferent 
types of habitat have been 
identified within the study 
area and water sources have 
l>een located and mapped. 
T h ro u g h o u t the s tu d y , 
turkey sightings w ill be 
recorded along with the kind 
of habitat they are using to 
learn more about specific 
habitat preferences at d if­
ferent times of the year

Lutz is also trying to locate 
roost trees to find out 
whether the birds have very 
specific requirements in this 
regard Of the trees he has 
thus far located, most are 
old growth Ponderosa Pine 
with strong horizontal limbs 
that the birds can easily fly 
to and rooat upon A few are 
in old f ir  trees. Many roost 
trees are used traditionally, 
year after year

Lutz w ill be attempting to 
locate as many nests as 
possible to learn more about 
the areas preferred and 
types and ages of vegetation 
associated with the sites He 
had hoped to place radio 
transmitters on more adult 
hens as an aid to locating 
nests, but found them 
especially d iffic lt to lure into 
the traps Some gobblers, on 
the other hand, were recap­
tured several times 

In addition Io the inform a­

tion that should be forthcom 
ing from the radio and fag 
marked birds. Lutz w ill be 
recording information from 
other sources inc lud ing  
sightings by employees of 
the Fish and Wildlife Depart 
ment. the Forest Service. 
Warm Springs Indian Reser 
vat ion and others

Biologists with the Fish 
and W ild life  Department 
hope to learn how to improve 
the habitat for turkeys in 
Wasco County But thev also

believe the information on 
habitat preferences and re­
quirements from the study 
w ill help them to select the 
lies! potential sites for future 
releases

Although Wasco County is 
the major population center 
for the Merriam turkey, 
scattered populations exist 
in the Metolius and Three- 
Fingered Jack area and 
throughout the forested 
regions of northeast Oregon
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PGE has 89 pay stations where 
customers can pay their hills in person 
...and save 18‘‘ in postage.

Most of our customers prefer to pay their bills by mail But the recent 
postage hike from 15* to 18* may change some minds Many customers, too.
, ,he conven™ e ot paying in person at nearby neighborhtxxl locations or 

at their nearest PGE office Eor those of you who prefer to pay in person 
listed below are the authorized pay stations and PGE office locations

SPRING LAWN 
GARDEN SALE!

And rid it of ugly lawn moss.
With Lilly Miller Super Rich 
Lawn Food time-released 
nitrogen feeds your lawn 
continuously, metering a 
steady stream of 
nourishment to the roots 
Extra iron eliminates lawn 
moss while it deepens 
natural green Five other 
nutrients give your lawn the 
full balanced feeding 
it needs

lillyTmiller
f or dll you need 
Io grow

40 lb Bag

■ See our fin e  se lec tion  o f Law n-care item s? ”

F irs t A le r t

SMOKE
DECTECTOR

Battery operated smoke detector 
may save your life Sounds alarm  
at earliest sign of fire 
battery 455  0331 .

9 volt

Sale Price 
Mfg Rebate

$14.77

Easy O ff  
W indow  
C leaner
Window cWarwr 
with am m onia  
12-01 botti* 
101-1*24

Tuffflee Leaf Bags
*  bu«6*t a lM  B oi of 25 4 * 2 0999

L IM IT :
2 per 
purchase

Your
GIBSON
Appliance
Center!
Enter
our
FREE Drawing 
& Win a 
Dishwasher!

Mowers 
&

Tillers
Special Priced!

Come in A see them  
They're priced to se ll!’’

CENTRAL DIVISION (Portland)
East

2803 E Burnside Street
Southeast

46,0 S E Belmont Street
5939 S E Belmont Street
6828 S E Foster Road
9230 S E Foster Road
10888 S E Main Street, Milwaukie
10909 S E Main Street. Milwaukie
,4888 S E McLoughlin, Milwaukie
3370 S E Milwaukie Avenue
720, S E Milwaukie Avenue
22,0 S E Oak Grove Blvd . Milwaukie
3830 S E Powell Boulevard
18342 S E River Road. Milwaukie
7937 S E Slark Street
7000 S E Thiessen Road, Milwaukie
4506 S E Woodstock Boulevard
,0317 S E 82nd Avenue
10413 S E 82nd Avenue
4306 S E Woodstock
15820 S E McLoughlin Blvd Milwaukie
2606 S E Gladstone 

Northeast
3002 N E Ainsworth Street 
7935 N E Glisan Street 
7206 N E Sandy Boulevard 
10518 N E Sandy Boulevard 
530, N E Glisan Street 

North
4800 N Lombard Sheet 
8438 N Lombard Street

Southwest
8200 S W Barbur Boulevard 
407 S W Broadway 
550 S W Broadwai

Letons Pharmacy

Old Belmont Country Store 
Seaton Pharmacy 
Phoenix Pharmacy 
Lents Rexall Pharmacy 
First State Bank of Oregon 
Perry Pharmacy, Inc 
Firs, State Bank of Oregon 
Brooklyn Rexall Pharmacy, Inc 
Westmoreland Drug Company 
Portland Saw Works 
Rexall Powell Pharmacy 
Buchanans
Dickson Drug Company
Westwood Drug Mart
Holmes Drug Store Inc
Southgate Rexall Drugs A Variety, Inc 
First Stale Bank o, Oregon 
Oregon Trail Savings and Loan 
Holly Pharmacy
Penny Saver Market and Delicatessen 

Ainsworth Pharmacy

Y U  U  1 I I TTT77-
f<l N X  .

GARDEN SEED
With Coupon! OfiO/ AFP 
Expires 4 /8 /8 1  tlU X> Oil

a  True Temper

$8.95

Hedge Shears
Features serrated and notched blade Long hardwood handle

39085 Pioneer 
in Sandy 
Phone 668-5593

Open 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. weekdays & 
Open Sunday 10a.m. until 3 p.m.

Masking
TAPE
Multi purpose
SALE

-----ay
7834 S W Capitol Highway 
7405 SW Garden Home Hoad 
10170 SW Parkway 

Lake Grove
16320 SW Bryan, Road 

Lake Oswego
402 N State Street 

GRESHAM DIVISION
19920 S E Highway 212, Borinq 
28500 S E Highway 212, Boring 
Estacada
30, SW Broadway, Estacada 
,6030 S E Stark Street, Portland 
,2 Mile Corner
200 E Powell Boulevard

Sandy
Sandy
38561 Proctor Boulevard

OREGON CITY DIVISION
870 Molalla Avenue 
Molalla
2 ,, N Grant Street. Canby 
5606 N E Portland Ave , Wes, Linn 
1220 Portland Avenue, Gladstone 
,500 Molalla Avenue
524 Mam Street 
920 Seventh Street

WESTERN DIVISION 
Aloha

17455 SW Farmington Road 
,8605 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy

Beaverton
12475 SW Broadway

Carlton
208 W Main Street 
335 W Madison Street

Cedar Mill
13525 NW Cornell Road. Portland

Dayton
304 Ferry Street

Forest Grove
2834 G Pacific Avenue

Hillsboro
970 S E Oak Street

McMinnville
118 3rd Street 

Newberg
6 ,, E Firs, Street 
5,3 E Hancock Street

North Plains
570 Commercial Street

Scappoose
319 S Columbia River Hiqhwav 

Sherwood
220 Railroad Street
,5,0 North Sherwood Boulevard

Tigard
,4315 S W Pacific Highway 
11535SW Durham Road 
12440 SW Scholls Ferry Road

Tbatatln
8101 SW Nyberq Road

Ysmhlll
130 S Maple Street

WILLAMETTE VALLEY DIVISION 
Salem

5024 River Road N
7761 Howell Prairie Road. N Silverton
980 Shipping Street N E
1146 Center Street. N E
4521 Liberty Road. S 
4390 Commercial Sheet S E 
135 Lancaster Drive, N E

Sheridan
110 Maddox Street Amity
5.4 Trade Street. Amity
212 N E Mam Street Willamina 

Silverton
1.4 W Mam Street
1,0 Railroad Avenue M, Anqel 

Woodburn
142 Grant Street 
110 S Pacific Highway 
2223 Country Club Road

The Drug Shop 
Fairleys Pharmacy, Inc 
Parkrose Pharmacy 
Dong Yang Market

University Drug 
Currins for Drugs

Watsons Valley Pharmacy 
Bank of California
Washington Federal Savings A Loan Assn
Multnomah Roxall Drugs
Garden Home Pay Station
Cent Wise Drug Store

Lake Grove Variety

Lake Oswego Rexall Pharmacy

Damascus Pharmacy 
Clackamas County Bank 
Coast to Coast Stores 
I irst State Bank of Oregon 
Colonial Drug Co 
Zims Inc
Ml Hood Security Bank

Sandy Rexall Drug
Independent Bank of Sandy

Thrifty Drug
Cutters Rexall Pharmacy
Gary s Rexall Drug
The Old Store
Danielson Drug
Danielson Super Drug
Joreds Outdoor Store
Olson Drug

Century Aloha Pharmacy 
Northwest Economy Drug 

Beaverton Pharmacy

Margaret's Variety A Grocery 
Firs, Federal Savings A Loan 

Century Pharmacy 

Putt's Market

Hulls Pharmacy 

Northwest Economy Drug. Inc 

Firs, Federal Savings A Loan

Buy Wise Drug Store
Firs, Federal Savings & Loan

North Plains Market

Oregon Pioneer Savings A Loan Assn

The Rainbow Market
Century Pharmacy

Tigard Pharmacy
Lincoln Savings A Loan
Century Pharmacy

Tualatin Pharmacy

Thompson-Davis Hardware

Mootrys Keizer Pharmacy 
North Howell Store 
Custom Photo Service 
Custom Photo Service 
Harringtons Pharmacy Sunnyslope 
U Save Nutrition Center 
Flwrxxls Lancaster Pharmacy

Firs, Federal Savings A Loan 
Amity Drug 
Willamina Drug

Bank of Oregon
Citizen's Savings A Loan

Greyhound Bus Line
Woodburn State Bank
Service Center

s® Coast to Coast
Heritage Square 

Sandy. Open 
7 days a week !

M ore Than A Hardware Store

lo r  your added convenience, you can also pay at the 
following PGE offices:

Gresham Office . .  _
Gresham Service Center 3J 8 N E  Roberts Ave
Hillsboro Offire 17O5E Burnside
Molalla Office ..............................  171S E  2nd Ave
Newberg Office ......................................  102 E Mam St
Oregon City Office 305 N Springbrook Si
Ramer Office 209 Warner Mrtne Road
S, Helens Office ,08 B St East
Salem Office 1771 Columbia Blvd
Sheridan Office ...............................................................  138 High S i . S E.
SiNer ton Office 215 S Bridge S,
Western Division Center _ 1’0 S 2 n d S ,
Woodburn Office 14fi55 SW  OW Schoks Ferry Rd

2079 Progress Way s


